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Photography class 
visits State Fair

On Aug. 14, students in photography class headed toward the 
State Fair for $2 Tuesday.

“The fieldtrip was to help get a feel for the cameras and start 
working on the first element of photography we learned, ISO,” 
junior Ryan Pruitt said. “ISO is one of the four factors that go into 
taking good photos.”

The State Fair provided the perfect opportunity for students to 
work with ISO and shutter speed as well as the rules of composi-
tion, according to Ms. Denise Roberts, photography teacher. The 
fact that the entry fee was $2 and vendors offered $2 food and drink 
specials made the situation even better.

“Digital photography is a new course at the high school, and 
I think we need to get out and about to get photos because how 
many times can you take a photos of the inside of the school,” Ms. 
Roberts said. “This is a fantastic group of students who seemed 
to be up to the challenges I gave them. The fair let them work in 
different lighting situations and with people, animals and rides of-
fering different types of motion.”

Some of the new fair foods introduced this year were fried 
cookie dough, pickle stuffed corndogs, deep fried chicken and 
waffle sandwiches, and caramel apple elephant ears.

“I expected to see a bunch of people, rides going and conces-
sions with weird food,” junior Catherine Blystone said. “The rides 
didn’t start until noon, but there were tons of concessions all over 
the place with types of fried food and special desserts.”

Ms. Roberts handled student camera problems on the trip.
“I was constantly on the GroupMe helping solve kids’ problems on things that 

were happening, like batteries that were dying. Somebody thought she deleted all of 
her photos, but she really didn’t. I walked around and ate a corndog, and I enjoyed a 
lemon shake-up,too” Ms. Roberts said. 

The swine barn held approximately 2,300 pigs, including the largest male swine 
and champion sow and litter. The sheep barn held approximately 1,300 dairy goats 
and sheep from the Sheep to Shawl Contest. 

“There was a lot of food and animals, especially cows,” junior Leeah Riley said. 
“There was a whole soccer team from this one school, and they were all trying to 
win a fish. They got excited over it, and it was so funny.”

Being in a different environment than the school helped some of the students 
grasp the basic concepts of the class and how their cameras work.

“The field trip helped me get a feel for what the class is going to be like, and it 
helped me start learning how to use cameras,” Pruitt said.

Students use mission work
to gain life experience

 

To most students, the words sweat, labor and hard work bring 
feelings of anxiety. To some, they bring pride.
A select few students have chosen to give away their time and 

money to participate in mission trips that involve all three of these 
words. These trips allow students to serve those in need and gain 
invaluable life experiences.

“We were in an area that was very close to an Indian reser-
vation in Montana,” senior Hannah 
Henderson said. “It was a very poor 
place. We did construction on a trailer 
home and ran a Vacation Bible School 
for the native kids.”

Henderson took a leadership posi-
tion on her trip at the beginning of the 
summer.

“It was challenging for Collin 
Graber and I because we were the stu-
dent leaders for the trip,” Henderson 
said. “We had to lead everything and 
organize all of our groups, but each 
group member made our job so much easier.

Senior Jonathan Graber also attended this trip to Montana.
“The entire trip was student-led and student-ran,” Graber 

said. “We planned it, brought food, taught lessons, and worked on 
the construction site. It was a great way to step up and lead others 
since everything was done by us. ”

Junior Nico Carlson spent a month in Ecuador serving mul-
tiple families this summer.

“I went through One Mission Society,” Carlson said. 
“Throughout the trip, I played guitar and sang for families and 
churches, as well as helping with construction. I began my trip in 
Guayaquil, Ecuador. I stayed with the Pazminos for a week. Then, 
the Ornellanas drove me to Pallatanga. I stayed on their camp-
ground helping with various tasks for a week. I went to Catamayo 
for about a week, then went to the jungle in Guayzimi for a few 

days. After that, I worked my way back to Guayaquill.”
One senior is eager to begin her upcoming mission trip to Ke-

nya in January.
“I’m excited for the mission trip,” senior Alex Kincaid said. 

“We will be on a safari for three days. Then, we will be helping in 
schools for the children.”

These experiences allow for personal growth and the develop-
ment of humble attitudes.

“I learned I need to be more appreciative of what I have,” 
Henderson said. “I learned to let all I have go to Christ. The kids 

there were so loving and found joy in 
everything, and they made me want 
to be like them.”

Carlson said he gained personal 
experience but also improved certain 
skills.

“I learned more guitar and car-
pentry skills,” Carlson said. “I also 
learned to lean on God when I was 
scared or unsure of what to do wheth-
er I was alone in an airport or getting 
off a bus in a place I’d never been with 
no one to help me.”

These students encourage others to join their efforts.
“I would definitely recommend a mission trip to anyone,” 

Henderson said. “Missions are just such a great opportunity to find 
yourself through service.”

Mission trips are not just for religious people. They are for 
anyone who wants to help.

“I would say that going on a mission trip is a great way to 
humble yourself and see how different people live,” Carlson said. 
“It’s a way to learn so many different things and push yourself past 
your comfort zone.”

Graber agrees.
“When you go on a mission trip, you’re there to help people,” 

Graber said. “It makes you feel good, and it can also be a lot of fun. 
It’s a great way to grow closer to the people you help and the team 
you’re on.”

(Top left) Senior Reilly Tichenor 
takes a close-up detail photo dur-
ing the fieldtrip. These photos are 
used to tell a story without includ-
ing faces. Denise Roberts photo

(Top right) Senior Giselle Garcia 
examines the photos she took. Be-
cause the class changed from film 
to digital cameras, new cameras 
were purchased this year. Olivia 
Franklin photo

(Middle) Junior Kailyn Smith takes 
a photo of her reflection in senior 
Grace Bogan’s sunglasses. The 
photography class followed rules 
of composition. Kailyn Smith photo

(Bottom) Junior Belladonna Cox 
took this ending shot of two people 
exiting a midway ride. Only a few 
rides were open in the afternoon. 
Belladonna Cox photo
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UP TO 

date
The football team 

will play Martinsville 
at home tonight. 

The theme is 
“camouflage.” 

Kickoff is at 7 p.m.

The marching band 
will compete 
at Lafayette 

Jefferson on Sept. 8.

School will not be 
in session 
on Sept. 3 

in recognition 
of Labor Day.

Sept. 4 is 
the deadline 

to order yearbooks. 
This is also the final 

day for senior 
personal orders.

“
”

   Go on a mission trip, 
even if you stay in this 

country.  It’s a great way  
to humble yourself.

-junior Nico Carlson

Seniors Hannah Henderson 
and Jonathan Graber do 
construction work. They went 
to a reservation in Montana. 
Charlotte Burt photo

Workers begin construc-
tion on a house. For those 
interested in mission trips,  

contact One Mission Society. 
Nico Carlson photo

Junior Nico Carlson plays 
with a group of children from 
Ecuador. Carlson mainly 
played guitar and helped 
with construction projects. 
Rebecca Pazmino photo

Junior Nico Carlson plays guitar for one of many families he met on 
his mission trip. Carlson is also a leader for the Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes. Pablo Pazmino photo


