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This past summer, two teach-
ers put a ring on it.
Mr. Christian Cruze, math 

teacher, proposed to his long-
time girlfriend, athletic trainer 
Liz Cruze, by throwing her off 
guard in the middle of a boys 
basketball game. He proposed 
from center court.

“I proposed during half-
time during the boys varsity 
basketball game,” Mr. Cruze 
said. “She didn’t even know I 
was there. I was basically walk-
ing around the school for the 
first half of the game. When I 
walked out onto the court and 
started talking, she was just like 
‘What is he doing?’ so I pro-
posed to her right there in front 
of everyone.”

There is no doubt Mrs. 
Cruze was surprised when he 
popped the question.

 “I was not expecting it at 
all,” she said. “I never thought 
he would propose to me in front 
of everybody like that. I was in 
work mode.We get to half time, 
and he’s sitting there talking, 
and I’m like, ‘Why’s he talk-
ing? I didn’t even know he was 
here.’ Then, it just hit me all of 
the sudden -- what was hap-
pening. Everything just slowed 
down. You just soak everything 
in because you know you’re 
never going to get it back. You 
just take it in and enjoy it as 
much as possible. It’s cliche to 

say, but it’s so true. You know 
there is everyone else there, but 
it just felt like the two of us in 
that moment. There was no-
body there, and it was just us. It 
was beautiful and sweet. He said 
all the right words. I was defi-
nitely shocked.”

Switching from living as a 
single person to living as a cou-
ple can be both wonderful and 
challenging.

“I love being married,” 
Mrs. Cruze said. “I love being 
able to come home, and there 
is another person there. It’s an 
adjustment. I don’t always get 
to watch what I want to watch, 
but you have to compromise 
sometimes. It’s one of those 
things that’s like, ‘Okay, this is 
life now. Here we go. Let’s go 
tackle some adventures.’ You 
know that whatever is in your 
way, you’re not going through 
it alone anymore. You will al-
ways have someone there that is 
committed to you. There’s two 
of you now facing it instead of 
having to face stuff alone.”

Ms. Meghan Flanagan, 
Spanish teacher, is now Mrs. 
Meghan Ferguson. She married 
Mr. Mike Ferguson on June 15 
at Valle Vista. 

“It was a big wedding. 
There were about 200 people 
there,” Mrs. Ferguson said. “I 
had family from California all 
the way to New York and Flor-
ida to Illinois come. I basically 
had the whole map.”

Teachers tie knot

Mr. and Mrs. Ferguson have known each other for nine years. He pro-
posed on their way to Dale Hollow. Megan Ferguson photo
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Mr. and Mrs. Cruze got married on July 21. Liz walked down the aisle to 
Star Wars music. photo provided by Liz Cruze
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Often siblings find themselves in the 
same high school.

Senior Zach McCauley and his young-
er brother  sophomore Eli McCauley bond 
over similar activities. They both run track 
and cross country and are both in APC. 
Zach offered advice to all underclassmen, 
including his brother.

“I would just say to make sure to not 
fall behind on your homework because 
that’s a big part of high school, and if you 
mess that up, you’re kind of screwed,” Zach 
said. “Just make sure you’re hanging out 
with the right crowd and you’re making the 
right decisions.”

Senior Alex Kincaid shared helpful 
hints with her younger brother freshman 
Brock Kincaid about safeguarding his repu-
tation.

 “Hang out with the right groups,” said 
Alex. “Don’t get yourself around the wrong 
people. It says a lot on your image.”

She also said he should get involved and 
pinpointed one sport that should draw his 
attention.

“He should do basketball,” said Alex, 
“because he’s athletic and he enjoys it a lot.

Older siblings often can give the best 
advice to their younger siblings because 

they are familiar with their habits. After all, 
they have lived with them for years.

Junior Devon Bowman and her young-
er sister sophomore Hailey Bowman are an-
other pair of siblings at GHS.

“Just to stay focused on assignments 
and don’t get too far behind in homework,” 
Devon said. “Also, stay positive because 
she still has time to make the most of high 
school.”

She recommended Hailey get involved.
“I think she would be good in tech 

during the musical because she said she was 
interested in that. I’m actually in acting so I 
think that would be something cool for her 
to get involved in,” she said.

Junior Nico Carlson and his little sis-
ter, sophomore Tiffany Carlson, have had 
two older siblings come through the GHS 
as well.

“Since I have 
three siblings that 
went here, I have 
built in advice,” Tif-
fany said. “I don’t 
have to ride the bus 
to school every day, 
so I think that makes 
me and Nico a lot 
closer.”

Micah is the 
oldest. He was vale-
dictorian of his class, 

and the Carlsons’ second oldest sibling is 
Maddy who graduated last year.

“My brother was good at math, and 
Maddy was good at English,” Nico said. 
“It’s my responsibility to take care of Tif-
fany. It’s good that I have a sibling in school 
with me because there’s someone who can 
always relate to what is going on.”

Senior Madelen and junior Lindsey 
Tevelan are sisters, and they both under-
stand the dedication required to succeed. 
Whether at home or in the hallways, Mad-
elen encourages her sister to make good 
choices.

“Work hard and do what you have to 
do to get your stuff done,” Madelen said. 
“There will be times when you need to step 
back because you’ll fall down, but you can 
get back up again. In the long run, it will all 
pay off.”

Upperclassmen guide younger siblings


