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Junior Oliver Rau, quarterback, prepares to throw a pass. Rau is in his first season as 
the starting quarterback for the Woodmen. Bridget Lindstrom photo

Football gears up for Perry

Tonight the Green and the Gold will 
appear under the lights with the Blue 

of Perry Meridian. 
Coach Brad Clark has high expecta-

tions for the Woodmen as they face the 
Falcons on Perry’s home turf.

“I think we will come out and play 
hard,” Coach Clark, said. “We will play 
with a lot of energy. We will be able to 
run the football, and defensively we will 
tackle and be able to cause turnovers.”

Sophomore Kaiden Clark, lineman, 
hopes to play after his injury.

“I’ve been walking on it more and 
working with a physical trainer that way I 
will be able to try my hardest,” Clark said. 
“I expect we will win with a score of 27-
24 and try our hardest.”

Coach Clark has high hopes on the 
number of points the Woodmen should 
be able to score.

“We always want to score at least four 
touchdowns and limit them to two or less 
and do our best,” he said.

With Perry new to the conference, 
several schools are gunning for them.

“They just joined our conference, so 
for a lot of teams in our conference, they 
are a new opponent,” he said. “We have 
played them for the past five years so I 
would say there is a little bit of a rivalry 
going on.”

Clark said the team should perform 
well.

“I think we are going to beat them, 
we’ve been trying our best and going hard 
in practice. I think we will have improved 
and will be ready to face them,” he said.

Kick-off is scheduled for 7 p.m.

Players return 
from major injuries
Come back of the year? Maybe so for these up-

perclassmen. 
Major injuries can seem like life-changing 

events, an end to dreams. But with enough hard 
work and will, anything is possible. 

“My freshman year I broke my femur,” se-
nior Tatiana Andrade said. “It happened when I 
tried to jump over a kick ball and landed on it. 
I had to get surgery and now have permanent 
screws in my left 
leg,” 

This was a hur-
dle on the finish line 
for this track star. 
With the surgery just 
taking place she had 
to take time off from 
what she loved. 

“I was in the hos-
pital for two weeks, 
in a wheelchair for a 
month, and I was in 
crutches for about 
two weeks. I couldn’t run track due to my injury 
and took my sophomore year off,” she said

With Tatiana Andrade out for the season, 
she still found a way to be part of the team.

“I was like the manager of my team. I also did 
not run my junior year. I had hip problems since I 
dislocated it. It was a lot of working out to recov-
er,” she said. “It was like, really sad because to me 
I am just thinking I’m never going to run again,” 
It is not only a physical, but mental dilemma.

 There is a lot to do to recover from an injury 

like that.
“I had to do a lot of hip exercises like hip 

raises. I had to focus a lot on my left leg, like get-
ting my quad back in shape, and learning equal 
balance on both of my legs again. Just had to get 
more strength and get back to running,” she said.

Sports injuries come by frequently and at any 
time. Football is a very common sport to get in-
jured in.

“It was Regional game,” senior Bryce Taylor 
said. “My knee was already injured in a Sectional 
champion game during an outside run when I 

tore my ACL.”
Something 

so simple can 
lead to some-
thing so serious. 

“I didn’t 
know how bad 
it was. I knew I 
couldn’t walk, so 
it was serious. I 
knew I wouldn’t 
be able to play 
in the next 
game because I 

couldn’t move my leg,” Taylor said.
Recovery is one of the hardest parts of get-

ting injured. 
“First I had surgery. Than after that three 

days a week, I had to go to physical therapy 
for two months, then two days a week for two 
months, then one day a week for two months. It 
was just a lot of rehab to recover. I would have to 
sit out during APC, but eventually I got myself 
back to where I used to be and lifting weights,” 
he said.

Sophomore Nick Belovic returns a 
shot. Belovic is in his second year 
on varsity. Nick Benitez photo

Tennis heads
into Sectionals

Fall sports are winding down 
regular season and preparing 

for tournaments.
The boys tennis team is 

preparing for the approaching 
Sectional tournament. Junior 
Charlie Brooks is confident that 
the team will perform well dur-
ing tournament season.

“I am confident in my 
team, and I trust them a lot. 
I think we have a really good 
chance at both Conference and 
Sectionals,” Brooks said, “Sec-
tionals will be tough, but we 
will be prepared.”

The team is stacked with 
talent, carrying many experi-
enced players as well as promis-
ing underclassmen. Sophomore 
Nick Belovic plans to make a 
difference in the team’s tourna-
ment play this fall.

“We have all been working 
really hard all season to prepare 
for Sectionals because that is the 
main goal of the whole season, 
and as a younger guy, I have had 
to prove myself more. I am ex-
cited and hopeful for how we 
will do in our tournaments,” 
Belovic said.

Players have specific expec-
tations for the team as a whole

“I expect our team to make 
it to the championship match- 
probably against Center Grove. 
They will be tough because they 
have really talented kids on their 
team and also come from a larg-
er school, so we will have to be 
ready for them,” Brooks said.
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Senior Bryce Taylor goes through warm-ups before a game. Taylor is 
in his third year as a varsity starter but has had to recover from a knee 
injury. Bridget Lindstrom photo

Senior Tatiana Andrade runs 
in a recent practice. Andrade 
is still running after a signifi-

cant injury her freshman year. 
Bridget Lindstrom photo

“
”

     I didn’t know how 
bad it was. I knew I 

couldn’t walk, so it was 
serious.

-senior Bryce Taylor


