
   My favorite part is 
getting to work with 

many different people 
to make a positive 

impact in our school 
and community.

-senior Laila Stein

   We are starting 
a project called the 

Healthy City Initiative 
to get people active and 

healthy.
-senior Alyssa Stilley

No successful band director can do it all by him or herself with-
out student leadership in the picture.
After an audition and interview, senior Cooper Kelly is one of 

the three band majors for the Marching Woodmen. 
“This my first year being a drum major, and my main job is to 

travel around different sections and provide assistance and leader-
ship to people who need it. Also, it’s another chance to meet new 
people in band,” Kelly said.

Being a leader can be challenging since many eyes are fixed on 
the ones in charge.

“One of the main difficulties of this position is that you are not 
given a lot of specific instructions on what you’re supposed to do, 
so a lot of times you have to make-up your own agenda. Miriam, 
Madelen and I collaborate on conducting style and salutes that we 
do at competitions,” Kelly said.

Many may think that being a drum major is a duty that re-
quires working alone, but it actually is the opposite.  

“Being a drum major is not all about working by yourself but 
about collaborating with the other two drum majors -- Miriam 
and Madelen -- and deciding on the salute we make when we go 
out and perform,” Kelly said.

The Marching Woodmen runs a Band Council that helps 
fund and run fun events.

“I am the Band Council treasurer, and you actually have to 
do a lot of things on your own because you have to stay in com-
munication with the treasurer for our school. Any kind of events, 
especially planning band camp and secret pal, we organize it and 
make them fun,” senior Hunter Ross said.

Leadership can be fun, too.
“Being a representative for our Band Council is definitely fun 

because we get to plan some dress up days, and we are able to in-
form others who ask us what specific things need to be worn for 
those days. We have the ability to fill students in when they have 
no idea,” Ross said.

Sometimes, being a leader provides opportunities to impact 
others directly, too.

“An eighth grader last year came in to fill one of the flute spots, 
and she came back this year telling me that treating her the way I 
did made her love band even more, and I didn’t know I had that 
big influence or impact being a junior flute section leader,”  senior 
Alanna Holtke said.
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A trip to Europe is the op-
portunity of a lifetime for 

some students who want to get 
in some real experience with 
the languages they have learned 
in the countries that officially 
speak them. 

Ms. Mindi Neiswanger, 
Spanish teacher, has led similar 
trips, and her favorite moments 
have stayed consistent.

“As a Spanish teacher, I am 
most looking forward to our 
time in Spain. We’ll be going to 
Barcelona. I’ve been there be-
fore; the last trip we took, two 
Spring Breaks ago, we went 
there, and it was just so much 
fun. It’s very artsy and contem-
porary,” she said.

Sightseeing is not the only 
activity they do on the trip. 
Travelers also get to try differ-
ent games and foods. 

“I do love Spanish cuisine. 
That’s one of the things we are 
going to do is try a lot of dif-
ferent foods there,” Ms. Neis-
wanger said.

The trip includes a few dif-
ferent countries and many dif-
ferent destinations. Junior Kyle 
Winger remembers his favorite 

country and the best view he 
saw the whole trip two years 
ago.

“My favorite part was Swit-
zerland because of the views,” 
said. “Walking outside the ho-
tel you could see just the moun-
tains and the sunset.”

Junior Evan Strauch also 
remembers his favorite part of 
a European trip: sites he had 
heard about in a classroom right 
before his eyes.

“My favorite part was a lot 
of the historical landmarks,” 
Strauch said “I can’t remember 
the name of it, and we went to 
the bullfighting ring in Ma-
drid.” 

The cost of the trip $3,769, 
but once people look at all it in-
cludes, it is a pretty good deal. 
The trip will begin with an 
overnight flight into Barcelona, 
where they will stay for two 
days. Then, they have a day in 
Provence and two days in Nice. 
They will then head to Monte-
catini, Italy for a day before go-
ing to Rome for two days.

“This trip is going to be in 
three different European coun-
tries. We’ll be starting out in 
Spain, going through the south 
of France and into Italy,” Ms. 
Neiswanger said.

Europe trip
registration open

The Mayor’s Youth Advisory Council sees their goal just in 
arm’s reach. 
This year, members of the group will get to meet the president 

at the National Mayor’s Convention in Washington D.C. and give 
a presentation upon the completion of a brand new project they are 
starting this year.

Mayor Mark Myers started the Youth Advisory Council last 
year in order to get young people involved in the community. Sev-
eral GHS students serve on the Council.

“One of the hardest things to do is just for everybody to under-
stand how a council works, how you actually do have a president 
who runs the meetings and she is in charge, and then how other 
people are tasked with different tasks to do,” Mayor Myers said.

During their second year, members of the Mayor’s Youth Ad-
visory Council hope to get more organized and work out some 
kinks from their first year.

“Because this is a new committee, of course, I feel like there 
are some things we can work on which is why we have this new 
year to look back on last year and reflect to see what we can im-
prove,” Blanca Ortega, council president, said.  

The Council started a new project called Healthy City USA to 
make the community a healthier place in which to live.

“One of my personal goals is for everyone to be involved. I 
don’t want anyone to feel like they don’t have any part in it because 
they do. I also want us to work with the people who are informing 
us with all the data used in this project,” Ortega said.

The new project should end with the council attending the 
National Mayor’s convention and sitting in on a meeting with the 
President of the United States.

“Right now, I feel like it’s going to depend on communica-
tions which I feel like we need to work on a little bit,” Ortega said.

Mayor’s Youth Council
plans second year

Marchers step into leadership roles 
Blanca Ortega
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Sophia Alexander
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Senior Xavier Koehl plays timpani in the pit at an after-school rehearsal. 
Koehl played the bass drum his freshman and sophomore years. Ethan 
Falks photo

Senior Hunter Ross plays her mellophone 
while marching. During concert season, Ross 
plays the French Horn. Ethan Falks photo

Senior Alanna Holtke marches and plays her 
flute on the band lot. Holtke is one of the 
Chaplin soloists in this year’s show and is a 
section leader. Ethan Falks photo

Senior Cooper Kelly conducts the marching band 
at an after-school rehearsal. Kelly became one 
of several drum majors after going through an 
extensive audition process. Ethan Falks photo
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  Greenwood Gators Swim Lessons
              Register Today!

- Small Class Ratios
- Classes for all skill levels
- Two days a week for a month
- Contact swimlessons@greenwoodgators.net 
 or see greenwoodgators.net for more info

Members of the Marching Woodmen rehearse after school. The band practices every day from 2:45-4:40 p.m. and competes each Saturday at 
different competitions. Ethan Falks photo

Do you have 
a favorite 
senior 
or group 
of seniors?

Send a special 
message through 
the yearbook 
for everyone to see. 
Wish your favorite se-
nior good luck or 
tell a group how much 
you’ll miss them.
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