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Looking for some fun activi-
ties this fall season? Check out 

what these popular places have to of-
fer. 

Conner Prairie
Conner Prairie holds a headless 

horseman hay ride every year from 
Oct. 11 – 28 from 6 - 9p.m. The pre-
sale prices is $17 for Fridays and Sat-
urdays and $13 for Thursdays and 
Sundays.  

Another option is the corn maze. 
This year, they have three paths to 
choose from: a path for younger chil-
dren, a path for teens and adults and a 
new path filled with spooky surprises. 
Junior Lily Skeen went last year.

“They did the town up as a 
haunted place,” Skeen said. “They 
had a guy there; he was a scientist. He 
had project going on. They also had 
a hayride there. It was with the head-
less horseman, and he trailed after the 
hayride. That was very fun.” 

Hannah Haunted Acres 
Hannah Haunted Acres has six 

attractions: the Hannah Haunted 
Hayride, the Field of Fiends, Blood 
Barn, Carn Evil, Outbreak and 
Blackout.  Hannah Haunted Hayride 
is their signature event described as 
“a well passed roller coaster cruising 
through the dour woods with all pos-
sible nightmarish creatures lurking 
about.”  

“It was scary,” Skeen said. “They 
had people dress up like monsters. 
They would jump up on the hayride 
on the tractor’s railing and get into 
people’s faces.”

Skeen had plenty of fun during 
her time on the hayride and recom-
mended it to those who want a good 
scare. She would not recommend tak-
ing younger children there, though.

Junior Ileni Montavlo described 
her time on the Hannah Haunted Ac-
ers ride.

“I went on the tractor,” Mon-
talvo said. “It was very scary. I was 
terrified. It was really interactive; you 
got really close. The details were very 
nice. It was amazing.”

The Fields of Fiends is a cross 
between a haunted house and a corn 
maze. The Blood Barn is a red barn 
through which tourists walk to face 
their fears. The Carn Evil is described 
as “nothing but the unknown.” They 
have clown and jokers who surround 
groups and terrify them “to the brink 
of madness.” The Outbreak is a zom-
bie-inspired attraction. Families walk 
down the hallways awaiting their next 
scare. The Blackout is a dark laby-
rinth where customers walk through 
the dark hall, trying not to get lost.  

Indianapolis Zoo
The Indianapolis Zoo holds an 

event called the ZooBoo. The admis-
sion for this event is included in regu-
lar admission, so people can enjoy 
the regular zoo attractions and the 
ZooBoo. The cost is $17.20 for chil-
dren ages 2-12, $22.70 for adults and 
$20.45 for senior citizens. 

Zooboo provides fun and fam-
ily-friendly activities, like Pump-
kin Town, zoo animals, costumes, a 
trick-or-treat trail, broomstick alley, 
a round-go-merry and animal en-
richment. 

“I went to the Zooboo,” junior 
Maeci West said. “It wasn’t very 
scary. It’s suitable for all ages.”

The Pumpkin Town is a little 
village set up in the Bicentennial 
Pavilion. There is a candy corn fac-
tory mirror maze. Jack’s Barn has 
creatures guests can see, and people 
can see the fostered cats by going to 
Bewitching Bites. Families can even 
enjoy their evening with pumpkin 
bowling. 

Children are encouraged to wear 
costumes and bring trick-or-treating 
bags, but the zoo staff only lets chil-
dren ages 12 and under to wear masks 
and full makeup for safety reasons.

Stale Fruit Loops are not my favorite snack, so I 
did not love the Dragon Breath dessert.
I recently went to the Greenwood Park Mall 

and tried Dragon Breath. Dragon Breath is the new 
trendy way to enjoy ice cream. It comes as flavored 
balls of ice that smoke at the interaction with heat 
from your mouth. This dessert is not ice cream as I 
had imagined but a crispy wafer that is frozen using 
liquid nitrogen. The worker explained to me not to 
let the treat sit in my mouth or touch it directly with 
my finger as he dropped about a dozen wafers into a 
frozen bowl. He turned a nozzle and cold smoke be-
gan drifting everywhere. He shuffled them around, 

placed them in a plastic cup, and asked for $5. I was ready to try the newest craze.
I sat down at the food court and examined my fogging cup. I picked up the 

bamboo stick I was given and stabbed a maroon wafer. I blew on the treat to see 
a bunch of smoke came off. This was really cool to see. The first few wafers I 
tried were used to make sure I could keep them off my tongue. Heed the man’s 
warning: tongues will bleed if the wafer is left too long. 

As I chewed, my mouth filled with fog and with each breath, a funnel flew 
from my mouth. It reminded me of being outside when it is below freezing, and 
almost like I was that kid that gets his tongue stuck on the flagpole at recess. This 
was the best aspect of the Dragon 
Breath treat. This smoke is some-
thing that is rarely seen when eat-
ing other foods, and I enjoyed 
messing around with it. This was 
not true for the taste. The texture 
and flavor tasted exactly like a bag 
of fruity cereal that was left open 
for much too long. It got stuck in 
my teeth and left a lingering af-
tertaste that made me take sips of 
Sprite after each wafer. 

This dessert was fun to mess 
with, but it would not be a reoc-
curring purchase. I would recom-
mend Dragon Breath to anyone 
who wants to play with the cold 
smoke but does not care about the 
inadequate taste.

Keep in mind, though, that 
the Food and Drug Administra-
tion recently issued a warning 
about foods prepared with liquid 
nitrogen, advising people to avoid 
them. “The Nun” is a new addi-

tion to a big collection of 
horror films, which include the 
“Insidious” chapters and the 
“Annabelle” films. The movie 
itself is a spinoff from “The 
Conjuring” series. 

I 
a t -
tend-
e d 
t h e 
mov-

ie with my two friends, sopho-
mores, Erick Cornejo and Chris 
Ping. I had a special insight on 
the functions of an Abbey and the 
practice of being a nun as Chris 
is Catholic. One note Chris 
thought it was important for me 
to understand was that most 
Abbeys do not have demons 
in their basements and as-
sured me that it was just a 
dramatization in the movie. I 
was relieved to hear this. 

The rising action in-
volves a young nun named 
Sister Irene and an experi-
enced priest named Father 
Burke from Rome who are 
tasked with investigating 
mysterious deaths at the Ab-
bey.

The duo enter the small, 
depressing town where the Abbey stands, and they imme-
diately enlist the help of a handsome Frenchman named 
“Frenchie” for some reason, he was living in Romania. 

One critique I have is of the forgttable characters and 
overall lack of character development. The priest had one 
sad backstory of an exorcism gone wrong; there is nothing 
else I can remember about him. The nun who accompanied 

him was just as boring. The only interesting thing about 
her was that the actress who played her (Taissa Farmiga) 
strangely resembled Greenwood’s own English teacher 
Mrs. Grider.

The acting could easily be described as a little under-
whelming. I would not say it is entirely the actors and ac-
tresses fault, as the characters themselves were poorly writ-

ten from the start.  
I must say, many scenes 

were visually scary and au-
thentic but for the most part 
the story was unclear and the 
characters were under-devel-
oped. Frenchie for example, 
had too many parts where it 
felt like the writer was trying 
to force him to be more like-
able. Overall, there were an 
enormous number of clichés 
and lazy jumps cares. Surpris-

ingly there were not that 
many plot holes other 
than some unexplained 
coincidences and a few 
instances of lazy writing. 

I think Erick de-
scribed the movie best 
when he said it seemed 
“rushed.”  Finally, I 
would grade this movie a 
D+. There was so much 
opportunity to create 
a terrifying film, but it 
was all thrown away to 
make room for a strug-

gling plot.
I first heard about the film through YouTube ads, 

and there was a lot of hype for it initially, but one ad said 
that “The Nun” was so scary that they would only show a 
creepy painting of Valak. I have reason to suspect they did 
that not because the movie was that terrifying, but rather it 
was just severely lacking in plot. 
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  There was a lot of hype 
surrounding the film. I 

was expecting more than 
what was delivered.

-sophomore Eric Reingardt


