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Senior Miriam Martinez and junior 
Megan Johns man the Service 
Club table during the Block Party. 
The Block Party is utilized to ad-
vertise clubs that GHS offers. Nick 
Benitez photo

Service Club meets during Pow-
erHour. Senior Hannah Heilman is 
the president of the club. Trinity 
Hancock photo

Block Party generates
Service Club members
Students make the future brighter by being part of projects and programs to better the community. 

Service Club is a club unites students who want to help the community with year-round projects. 
The club meets Fridays during PowerHour 1 in the College and Career Center.
“This is my first year in Service Club, and when I first came here, there were about 10 students. 

Right after the Block Party, we had a lot more people. Having more people in this club is better,” 
sophomore Amelia Hoffman said.

The officers are impressed with the Block Party that helped bring in new members.
“Last year, we barely had the seats from the two tables full, but this year, we have students who 

have to sit on the floor because this group is too big. There are so many new people this year, and we 
are so excited about that,” junior Trinity Hancock said. 

Service Club offers opportunities for leadership. Hancock is treasurer this year.
“We have separate officer meetings, and we gather to talk about volunteer opportunities and 

share our input with what project we are running at that time,” Hancock said. “This year we have 
things planned out for the months leading up to November. Our goals so far is to have one Service 
Club volunteer opportunity per month. For the month of October, we have the Trick-or-Treat for 
UNICEF that helps raise money for women and children.”

Service Club inspires members to become leaders.
“This year I am a member because last year it was so much fun. I want to be a part of that again. 

This year I am looking forward to growth because there’s always room to grow, and I am considering 
running for office next year,” junior Safia Ahmed said.

Service Club is an umbrella for Interact Club and Key Club previously offered as separate service 
clubs.

“We used to have Interact Club and Key Club as separate clubs, but we decided to combine it 
together into one thing, which is now Service Club. The only difference between Interact and Key 
Club is that Key Club is $15 for membership, but either way everyone in Service Club is helping 
both. We sometimes have a local Rotary club and Kiwanis International come in and notify us of 
projects we could do in Service Club. Overall, I am looking forward for Service Club to expand and 
grow,” Mrs. Lisa Laug, Service Club sponsor, said.

Distribution center 
coming to Greenwood

A new Amazon facility in Greenwood will bring jobs and could boost the economy.
The plan to put an Amazon facility in Greenwood is running through the City Council. The 

proposed facility will package and distribute goods to other distribution centers.
 “It’ll be a distribution center which means they’ll bring product in on one side and send it 

out in smaller volumes on the other side,” Mike Campbell, City Council President said. “It’s kind of 
a business to business distribution center that they’ll use to supply other distribution centers.”

 The facility will bring in approximately 1,250 jobs and pay $14.65 an hour, roughly $30,000 
a year.

 “We will have more jobs for residents of the city, but also we will have an $80 million invest-
ment in the city where they will be paying taxes for the next 20 to 30 years,” Mark Myers, Green-
wood Mayor said.

 If the deal comes through the City Council, Amazon will put this facility on the Northeast 
corner of Worthsville Road and I-65.  Greenwood will give them the land as well as a tax abatement.

 “It really won’t cost Greenwood anything other than forgiven taxes,” Bruce Armstrong City 

Councilman said. “We won’t put anything in but there will be less 
taxes. If we don’t give them the abatement, they will pay $14 mil-
lion in taxes. If we do, they’ll pay $7 million.” 

There are bad sides to the deal as well, including the salary of-
fered by Amazon for the jobs inside the facility.

“$30,000 a year is not enough for a family. It’s great for a high 
school or college student, but it’s nearly a poverty wage. You only 

get to redevelop an area once, and my concern is we’re giving up $7 million and the land.” Armstrong 
said.

The facility will also affect Greenwood, Johnson County and the surrounding area in more ways 
than one, good and bad.

“Directly, they’re bringing 1,250 jobs, and so because of the number of jobs that will be put in 
Greenwood, they’ll affect all of Johnson County and Southern Indianapolis,” Campbell said. “and 
that brings more people into the area which the way that works is whether they’re buying McDon-
ald’s or they’re eating out at Cheddar’s. There’ll be more people, more consumption, more houses, 
more apartments and you’re going to see growth.”

While the city will see growth, it will also put stress on schools and businesses. Taxes from the 
facility will go the city and its redevelopment branch.

“What they have asked for, one of the incentives we offered, is a tax abatement, which is standard 
operating procedure with any new company that comes to town,” Campbell said. “and what that 
means is, there is a 10-year period we’ll abade, or not collect, some of the taxes that are due. Typically 
it starts out the first year we only collect 10 percent and it increases each year to where, when the 10-
year period is up, we’ll be collecting 100 percent of the taxes.” 

Academic team 
season begins

Comedysportz now at GHS
The academic team is getting ready to explore the wonders of the 

Fertile Crescent.
This year, the academic team is going on an academic journey 

to the Middle East, and students are looking forward to the chal-
lenge. The academic team is separated into 

“I’m excited to see what we are going to read this year,” junior 
Jasmin Nance said. “I do not fully understand what the topic is, but 
I am excited to learn more about it.”

Coaches are ready for the season to start, and they are excited 
to read the new material. 

“I am looking forward to pushing myself, pushing my students 
and also learning,” Mrs. Julia Reynolds, English academic team 
coach, said. “There is quite a bit of this topic that I don’t know; I 
will be learning a lot along with everyone else.”

The academic team is going to come back stronger than ever. 
“We had a rough season last year from a science standpoint,” 

Mr. Rich Perry, science coach, said. “I am looking forward to try-
ing to do better. We are fairly consistent science wise in almost 
always getting second or first in area and conference, so I want to 
get back up there.”

The coaches are excit-
ed to learn more about the 
Middle East as well.

“I am looking for-
ward to a challenge,” Mrs. 
Reynolds said. “I think 
this year’s topic is going to 
be challenging for some of 
our teams.”

Competition dates 
have not been set, but they 
will start in February.

“I love the commu-
nity during competitions,” 
Nance said. “It is great 
when all of the GHS teams 
unite as one to compete to-
gether.”
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ComedySportz is a national improv club that GHS added last 
year. They plan to form an official team and compete against 

schools, such as Center Grove and Roncalli, in the ComedySportz 
tournament next year.

“ComedySportz is an improv group,” Mrs. Amy Kendall, 
sponsor, said. “It’s for a group of adults that compete in improv 
games. We have the high school version of that, and we would 
compete with other teams in the state. Our organization this year 
is just a club with the goal of next year being an actual team. It’s 
not just get up and do a skit; there are particular games. Applause 
and the judge is what determine who wins a match. It really pays 
to have a good audience on your side.” 

 Junior Avi Forrest, the ComedySportz club founder, has a 
passion for comedy sports and has always had a passion for comedy 
and drama.

“I picked up a yearbook last year for Roncalli, and one of the 
clubs said Comedy Sports,” Forrest said. “I researched it, and it 
turns out that there are high school leagues for this. ComedyS-
portz is a competitive improv league. It’s not just in Indiana, but 
it’s a national tournament. There’s practice and actual matches.  
Last year, I pitched the idea to Mrs. Kendall, and we started the 
club. Next year, we are actually competing, but this year, we’re 

just practicing and getting more members in. Right now we meet 
during Powerhour 2 on Fridays. Next year we plan on meeting a 
couple times during the week, even after school.”

 Comedysportz is not all fun and games; it is also an op-
portunity for some students to improve their acting skills.

 “I think it has improved my acting because I’m a lot more 
open with characters and more open to change words so that they 
fit situations better,” sophomore Nate Allen said. “My main goal 
in ComedySportz is to talk more freely because a lot of times when 
people get on the stage, they freeze up and only spat what had been 
written for them, and then that doesn’t work because you forget 
what’s been written for you or somebody forgets to say a line that’s 
important and you have to go back somehow and fix that. I’m just 
hoping to keep the stage moving. I just love the open friendly vibe 
out of everyone.”

 ComedySportz is almost like a sport. It has sport like qual-
ities, and improv is funny, so that is where the name ComedyS-
portz comes from.

“I’ve always wanted to start something,” Forrest said. “I like 
comedy, and I like people that like comedy. I wanted to try my 
hand at it but not backyard birthday party comedy. I wanted to 
try improv. I’ve been to a couple matches, and it’s actually funny.  
There is a point system, two teams, and tournaments, so it’s sort of 
set up like a sport.”
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Left: Sophomores Melody Simms, Aurora Bustos and Nate Allen and senior Joni Brummet play an acting version of the game “Telephone” during 
the ComedySportz club meeting. They meet in Mrs. Amy Kendall’s classroom. Middle: ComedySportz members gather in a huddle as a part of team 
bonding at the first ComedySportz meeting. The club meets during second power hour on Fridays. Right: Junior Avi Forrest gives a presentation 
about ComedySportz to kick off the year. This is the first official year for ComedySportz at GHS although it was introduced last year. Faith Evans 
photos


