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Three long lines of performers stare down at their marching shoes, arms crossed, hands anxiously squeezing the person’s next to them, hearts beating 
wildly, as the announcer reads the name of the first place band. Discipline instilled in them, holding back smiles, the marchers pull themselves up to set, 

follow the lead of their upperclassmen, and watch as their drum majors accept their first place award. Although it is 9:30 p.m., their day started at 7 a.m.
To understand the day of a marching band member, junior Jenna Rollings, a clarinet player, was selected to be followed by the Timberlines staff.
Twenty-two clarinet players sprawl on the senior rug at 7 a.m., an hour before rehearsal begins, eating breakfast and beginning to prepare mentally for 

the day. The upperclassmen pass out individual notecards written to each underclassmen.
“Whenever there is something hard, my section leaders are so down-to-earth and here to help whenever you need it,” Rollings said. “If you have some-

thing you need to talk about, they will make time.”
Promptly at 8 a.m. rehearsal begins. Band members follow coordinate sheets, finding their place on the band lot in a process called setting drill. 

They then go to set and wait for the call to shake.
“Staying at set is when you stand straight in first position with your feet together,” Rollings said. “Once you acquire the set position, you do 

not move until you are told to shake. It’s to look intimidating and to prepare for the run, performance or rehearsal in general.”
After an hour and a half of setting drill, the band shifts into what the directors call “high gear.” Charts that the members have been practicing 

all week are now rehearsed over and over again. Seniors shout out “run it back” and “come on, get set” to the underclassmen, reminding them of 
the importance of time. Even during water breaks, members run to the front of the field, grab sips from their water jugs, then run back to their 
spots and get set. This work ethic lasts for the rest of the four hour rehearsal.

“We have to make sure that everyone is staying on task during rehearsal so that we are getting as much done as possible and can later perform 
to the best of our abilities,” Rollings said.

It’s performance time. After eating lunch, members begin changing into their uniforms. A new tone is set, one that is accompanied by tradi-
tions and a sense of unity.

The Marching Woodmen follow traditions at each competition that date back almost 40 years: from senior speeches on the busses to individual 
traditions within each section, members take these traditions seriously, recognizing where the Marching Woodmen began. Upperclassmen remind the 
underclassmen that they carry a “tradition of excellence” and that “nothing is given.”

Now at the competition site, members go into warm-ups. The Woodmen are allotted 24 minutes for physical warm-up and 24 minutes for music 
warm-up. During this time, the band mentally begins to prepare; everyone goes silent, hats are taken off and set in front of the performers on the ground. 
Forty-eight minutes later the Marching Woodmen are ready to perform. 

Taking the field, marchers step onto the turf, plumes glistening in the stadium lights, a crowd full of people watching closely as they walk to their first 
set. Mr. Morse leads them in one final warm-up as Greenwood fans begin to cheer, holding up signs and waving flags, ringing bells and whistling.

“Greenwood, the field is yours for Class B competition,” the announcer calls.
After performing their show, which they add onto each week and will eventually last almost ten minutes, the performers debrief with the directors 

who give constructive criticism.
At awards, members follow one last tradition. They hold hands, bow their heads, and listen as the announcer reads the placement of the Class B bands. 

Once their name is called, the band pulls themselves up to set and watches as the drum majors accept the awards. It is 9:30 p.m.; once they travel back to 
GHS and change, the dismissal time is midnight. Their day began at 7 a.m.

A day in the life of a...

No one really thinks about the time before lights, camera, action.
Preparing for the show, however, takes up a lot of Thespian members time. Especially for senior Haden Cain.

“You have to be at rehearsal every day, if you miss two of them, we’ll find someone else to take your spot. You have 
to memorize your lines, I typically spend twenty minutes on it a day. Some people spend more, some people spend less. 
Twenty minutes is just my sweet spot,” Cain said.

Rehearsal is everyday, and is taken seriously.
“If you’re late to rhereseal you’ll most likely get yelled at. We start by standing in a big huddle kind of like a football 

team and talk about what we are going to do that day. Normally two people are rehearsing their lines, two people will be 
performing, and everyone else will be reading their lines with other people are alone,” Cain said.

Practice does not stop at rehearsal, Cain spends a fair amount of time practicing on his own.
“I typically do all my memorizing before I go to bed because it tends to to stick in my noggin,” Cain said.

During the week of the play the workload escalates.
“The week of the play rehearsals go up to seven or eight and we’ll run the whole show which takes roughly two hours,” 

Cain said.
The week of the play is called tech week.

“During tech week you pretty much forget about everything else: school, home. You just focus on the play. That’s it. You re-
hearse for three or four hours and then you go home and read your lines and run it. You go over it and over it again.

This year the play is called Almost Maine.
“It has eight different scenes, each different scene is a different love story played with a different cast. In one scene I open the show, 

in another scene I play a nerd who can’t feel pain because he doesn’t want to love anyone and has to learn how to love,” Cain said.
Although being a Thespian requires a lot of hard work and dedication, the community brought together makes all the work worth it.
“It’s just a big ole community. I mean going through your all day with classes where you don’t know anybody, you get to go hang out 

with 23 of your best friends and do something you love. It’s very positive, it makes you a happier person” Cain said.

Band member

Thespian

A collective shudder falls over the crowd seated together as the sound of skin skidding across floor echoes throughout the gym. But for 
the girls on the court, this is just part of the life of a volleyball player.
This is sophomore Anna Cruser’s second year playing on the varsity volleyball team.
“I play libero, which means I pass and normally go in for the middle hitters. When I go in, it doesn’t count as a substitution, so I’m 

basically in the whole game except for when one of the middles is serving,” Cruser said.
Last year, Cruser was one of only two freshmen who played on varsity.
“Being a freshman on varsity wasn’t too bad because I had Siena Halfaker with me, but it was definitely nerve-wracking whenever 

I went into the game. Overall, the team atmosphere was just a lot different last year. I feel like the attitudes and mindsets we have just 
make us a better team,” Cruser said.

Although volleyball is not a contact sport, players often make contact with the floor-- hard.
“It feels like my knees are permanently bruised. I get bruises on my arms and elbows from where they hit the ground during 

a dive, and I’ve bruised my wrist before from it jamming into the floor. I get floor burn on my thighs from the friction of the floor 
during a dive. Sometimes I’ll land straight on my stomach and almost throw up. Diving, for me, is a last ditch effort to try and get the 
ball up, so I don’t care how it makes me look. I’m there to play,” Cruser said.

According to Cruser, the Lady Woodmen have improved greatly in one year.
“We’re so much better this season than last year. This year we have a lot of team bonding, so all the girls are friends. We all care 

a lot about volleyball and so we try our best and are there to pick each other up. Being a part of a team is definitely one of the best 
parts of the sport,” Cruser said.

One of the toughest parts of being an athlete are the haunting losses.
“Our toughest loss this year was probably Shelbyville. It was just a rough game and I feel as if I didn’t play to my full potential and 

that’s how the whole team was that night. There was just so much more we could’ve done in that game that we didn’t do,” Cruser 
said.

Cruser balances her busy athletic schedule with her coursework.
“I have APC during the day along with my honors classes. It lets me improve my strength for volleyball. Then I have practice 

every day after school from 2:45 to 4. After that, I have to go home and do homework. I try to get a lot of my work done during school 
and powerhour so I have less to do at night,” Cruser said.

Playing for Greenwood is not all this athlete does.
“I play club volleyball at Circle City Volleyball Club. I have private lessons on Sundays with Alexis Padgett, the Elite Training 

Coordinator. She’s the Plainfield varsity coach. We work on my serving receiving, defense, and stuff like that,” Cruser said.
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