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Blanca Ortega
Reporter

Everyone gets excited for Christ-
mas, and I understand – it is the 

“most wonderful time of the year.” 
However, people begin singing 
Christmas tunes and getting festive in 
August, and I have a slight problem 
with that.
 Everyone needs to take a step back 
because there are two very important 
holidays that occur between August 
and December. I am not too sure if 
it has simply slipped people’s minds, 
but the holidays are Halloween and 
Thanksgiving. Just because Christmas is magical and a winter won-
derland does not mean Halloween and Thanksgiving has to live in 
its shadow. Remember – Halloween allows us to be spooky for a 
month, and Thanksgiving allows us to stuff our faces. 

The first thought that comes to mind when I hear someone 
talking about putting up their Christmas tree or listening to Christ-
mas music before October even hits is why anyone would want to 
skip the fall season. It is full of so many wonderful things. It con-
sists of football, caramel apples, pumpkin carving, pumpkin bread, 
changing leaves and perfect weather. And of course, I am not forget-
ting the Holy Grail – Halloween candy on sale. 

After Halloween comes Thanksgiving, still not Christmas. 
Thanksgiving allows families to get together and give thanks for ev-

erything they are gifted with every day.  
I understand the anticipation for Christmas; what I do not understand is anticipating it when 

the weather is still in the 80s. Christmas is not Christmas without the cold weather and snow. The 
prolonged Christmas hype causes too much anticipation for something that only comes once a year. 

Christmas is an amazing holiday, but it is not any better than both Halloween and Thanksgiving. 
Do not let the fall holidays be forgotten.

Holiday season is coming up, and 
that means moms are busier than 

ever, breaks from school will soon oc-
cur and stores are offering sales to lure 
buyers in.

There is no doubt that two of the 
most important holidays is Fourth of 
July and Christmas, not Thanksgiving. 
Thanksgiving is a holiday that should 
be skipped.

If people really would research 
what the real meaning of Thanksgiv-
ing is, they would discover it is simply 

about pilgrims taking over land and it hits the controversy about 
whether we should be proud of what our ancestors did to form the 
United States.

It is really hard to celebrate Thanksgiving when we cannot 
even get in the Thanksgiving spirit. During Christmas time, there 
is Christmas music that surely gets everyone in the Christmas spirit. 
There really is no mood to get into for Thanksgiving if there is no 
music involved.

Thanksgiving means there is a huge meal for which relatives 
come from all over and try to meet under the same roof. Many have 
to travel and plan a meal that is expensive. Some people may overdo 
it. Families should plan for one event to gather other family mem-
bers so that they do not struggle more than they have to.
   If people really think about it, Thanksgiving is just a day where they are dress up, and walk around 
waiting for the meal to be set.
It is becoming more common that Black Friday is a holiday that people celebrate more than Thanks-
giving. The irony behind Thanksgiving is that many sit down and go around the table to say one 
thing that they are thankful for, but when midnight hits, people who are big shoppers go and try to 
get something else that they had in mind. 

It is 7 a.m. People 
march like zom-

bies out of the yel-
low buses that have 
carried tired students 
to and from home 

for years. Sud-
denly, the powerful 
growl of a mustang 
booms through the 

once peaceful, morning air. 
There is a wide spectrum of cars students bring 
to school ranging from old, hand-me-down, ja-
lopies to Dodge Challengers and everything in 
between.

We see them only in the coolest music vid-
eos all the time with songs like “Purple Lambo-
rghini” and “Tight Whips” and we see the array 
of films glorifying beautiful sports and muscle 
cars alike, including the “Fast and Furious” fran-
chise, “Baby Driver” and “Ricky Bobby”.

So it is no wonder that so many teens see cars 
as a way to measure how cool someone is. But, 
the question remains: does it matter?  

There are many different ways students get 
their nice cars. Some work hard and save up, 
some get help from their parents, and sometimes 

an old relative passes down their hotrods to a 
lucky high schooler. Whatever the case may be, 
if they have beautiful roadsters while they are in 
high school, then they must be doing something 
right. Right?

On the surface, it may seem great, students 
who own these rides often have to spend a lot to 
maintain them, and that is definitely money they 
could be using for college. 

Outside of school, we have all seen those 
guys in exotic sports cars blast their loud engines 
through busy streets. So this has given people the 
impression that all drivers of nice cars must be ar-
rogant and obnoxious. 

Though it is fun to see a Corvette speed 
down a road, when it comes to transportation for 
high school students, modesty is the best policy. 
But it all comes down to some basic psychology. 
A lot of drivers of nice cars can often be materi-
alistic and superficial. They think people should 
be measured by items and how expensive what 
they own is when the truth is that people should 
measure others by what they do and say.

As Fred Rogers put it, “It’s you, I like. It’s 
not the things you wear. It’s not the way you do 
your hair. But it’s you I like.” 
 

Eric Reingardt
Reporter

If the school wants safety, they are going to have to invest.
Students around the school have heard rumors that we soon will be required to wear our school-

issued identification cards on lanyards each day to increase school safety. Concerns about the practi-
cality of this have risen. One idea to understand about these lanyards is that they are not expected to 
prevent disasters. The only safety benefit they pose is the fact that stu-
dents will be easily identified—hence why they are called IDs. Other 
than this, the purpose of the lanyards seems to be to ease student 
interactions with the school, such as checking out library books or 
purchasing lunch, and increasing student accountability, like signing 
in to the school or checking into a PHD. 

Schools surrounding GHS have already started this transition. C9 
and Whiteland both require students to wear lanyards. It would be a 
reasonable expectation that GHS will follow suit since the talks of the program have already started 
and small changes to our IDs were made this year. Now, our IDs are colored based on the student’s 
grade, and they have a cutout section on the top to insert a lanyard clip: two new aspects to our cards.

The Timberlines staff believes the lanyard program comes with two potential problems. If stu-

dents are labeled with colored lanyards based on their grades, the different classes will most likely 
seclude themselves to their grades. Some students may take comfort in the anonymity of others not 
knowing their grades; it is easier to judge a book by its cover when it is wearing a bright yellow lan-
yard. The second problem that students might face is the fact that students will be required to bring 

this lanyard to school each day. Keeping track an ID is 
much easier when it is in a wallet or clipped to a back-
pack, but if a card is required to be on students’ necks, the 
transition from day-to-day will exponentially increase the 
probability of loss. This brings up a question: will students 
be allowed into the school if they forget their lanyards? 

The introduction of lanyards can be positive if it is 
delivered to students correctly. The expectation that these 

lanyards will increase school security by a measurable factor is a stretch, considering that in the major-
ity of school shootings, the perpetrators were students. These lanyards will, however, increase teach-
ers’ abilities to keep students in the areas they belong and create small changes to simplify student 
interactions with the school.

Halloween,  Thanksgiving should not 
live in Christmas’ shadow

Families should invest time, money 
in Christmas holiday season

School-issued identification cards on lanyards will not prevent disasters

iPhone prices much too high

Sam Rapp
Sports Editor

When it comes to high school students, most of us always want the 
nicest possible items; the nicest car, the nicest clothes, and the nic-

est and newest phone. The newest iPhone XS, in some places runs for 
$1,400 and has sparked debate as to whether a phone should ever cost 
that much.

In my opinion, no phone should ever cost that much money. In this 
day and age, people can get phones that have the technology that one 
would have seen in a secret agent movie 20 years ago, and the common 
person can buy them today for half the price of the iPhone XS. The 
problem with today’s society is that when something new comes out, 
anything older than that is no longer serviceable or cool. The iPhone 8 

came out less than a year ago, and the iPhone 7 less than a year before that, but these phones are not 
the newest or best so they are not the coolest.

The expectation today is that our phones should be able to read our face to gain access to our 
phone. Anything less than this is or outdated. An iPhone would work amazingly without this fea-
ture, and it is in no way essential to the phone. An iPhone 8 can scan people’s fingertip and give 
one access into someone’s phone in seconds without typing in a numbered passcode, but with the 
creation of the iPhone XS, this tactic is no longer the coolest or hottest innovation out.

Do not get me wrong; there is features and benefits to the new iPhone. It is bigger, has a cam-
era that resembles something that a professional photographer would use, and has a feature that has 
people awestruck: a facial recognition scanner that unlocks one’s phone and remembers this person’s 
face as if it is a secret agent gadget. The sleek look of the phone draws people in and gives a very pro-
fessional look. With all that being said, I am still not sold on the phone and its excessively high price.

All in all, it all comes down to what someone is willing to pay for a phone. If someone sees the 
iPhone XS and thinks it is the greatest phone ever, then by all means pay the $1,400 fee. If people 
are like me and want to be a plainer person, stick with the iPhone 8, which is a modern piece of 
unbelievable technology. 

Students should not spend money 
on expensive vehicles


