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Fall is here, which 
means sticking 

knives into vegetables 
to give them faces is on 
almost every Ameri-
can’s to do list. 

Pumpkin carving 
has been a tradition in 
my family. As my sib-

lings and I have got-
ten older, we have 
become less enthusi-
astic each year about 

the festivity. My little brother, however, has been 
talking about carving pumpkins since September 
hit. 

My mom, little brother and I hopped in the 
car on a Saturday morning to drive to Harvest 
Adventures on Whiteland Road. It is a super cute, 
family owned and operated pumpkin patch close 
to where we live. They have gourds, pumpkins, 
mums, straw and other random fall goods. Ty, 

my little brother, was in awe. He ran around the 
pumpkin patch pointing, touching and investi-
gating all of his options. After a couple of rounds, 
he landed on one of the largest pumpkins in the 
whole patch. With a large smile on his face, he 
looked up at my mom, and said “this one.”  

The pumpkin ended up being $10, yet it was 
one of the largest pumpkins there. They had an-
other pumpkins, slightly shorter and thinner, for 
$5. The ladies who checked us out were so nice 
and offered to carry our pumpkin to the car. 

Once we were home, Ty was immediately 
ready to carve them. My mom and I told him we 
needed to wait until my dad got home because he 
is usually the one who leads our carving process. 
Ty was on the edge of his seat waiting for my 
dad to get home. As soon as he heard the garage 
door open, he ran into my room and pulled me 
out of bed. 

We started the process by cutting off the top 
off and gutting the pumpkin. This was Ty’s fa-
vorite part and my least favorite. Ty described 

the feeling as “slimey, gutty, goo”. To me it just 
felt like running my hands through barbecue 
pulled pork. 

After the pumpkin was gutted, we put the 
stem back on the top and began sketching the 
pumpkin’s face. Ty and I attempted to sketch it 
out, but Ty was disappointed in my artistic abil-
ity. He took the pencil out of my hand and ended 
up making his own doodles. By the time my dad 
came back outside to carve the shapes, we had 
made quite a mess. Luckily, my dad is what he 
likes to call himself, a professional pumpkin carv-
er. With Ty’s guidance, the two of them were 
able to carve an interesting looking pumpkin. 

The whole process was extremely fun, and 
my family got lots of laughs and bonding time 
out of it. My little brother is probably the cool-
est person I know, and sometimes I forget to give 
him as much attention as he deserves. If anything, 
carving pumpkins reminded me of how great my 
family is and how much fun it is to spend time 
with them. 

We know the stories of the 
heroes. We know their 

motives, and we automatically 
jump to conclusions and want 
them to defeat the villain. What 
we do not know is the villain’s 
side of the story. There are two 
sides to every story, and I finally 
know Venom’s.

Venom is a darker horror 
film because it is a story told 
from the villain’s side. I’m not 

easily scared, but there were 
moments that I had to look away from the screen because 
I got weak to my stomach. There were bloody scenes and 
essentially possessions from the symbiotes. Venom is a tru-
ly terrifying alien. His actions are horrifying. His black face 
and long tongue just do not scream “friendly” to me. 

Venom is an alien form that comes to Earth with other 
alien forms called symbiotes, and investigative reporter Ed-
die Brock accidentally encounters Venom. Venom is con-

sidered a parasite in the film, and Eddie is his host through 
a symbiotic relationship. Venom controls Eddie and eats 
people. It is a dark film, but halfway through the film, I fell 
in love with Venom. I knew his story. I knew his motive. 
He was hilarious, and he had purpose for everything he 
was doing in the film. 

Viewers first meet Eddie Brock when he was with his 
fiancé in her apartment. He accuses a man of murdering 
people for science, so due to his accusation, Brock loses 
his job and his fiancé. Whether Brock was right or not is 
a different story, though. Eddie finds Venom because Ed-
die was depressed and wanted revenge. On his way to get 
revenge he meets Venom, and then his life takes an unex-
pected turn.

The villain plot surprisingly for this film was not Ven-
om, but I was shocked by the ending. I felt as though the 
villain appeared and then left way too quickly, but I also 
feel like he was there the whole time. The film was more 
so about Eddie Brock’s life, how he screwed it up, and how 
Venom is screwing it up more but also making it better 
simultaneously. 

The love interest in the film was intriguing but odd. 
It was between Anne and Eddie. Anne is more so just Ed-
die’s love interest, but Venom seems to take a liking to her 
as well because his immediate reaction was not eating off 
her head. Eddie and Anne’s relationship in the film was 
confusing, but it made the plot much better and helped 
certain points in the film when I had no hope at all left for 
Eddie and Venom.

Just like every Marvel film, Venom had two after cred-
its scenes. The first introduces us to Cletus Kasady. He tells 
Brock when he leaves jail that Carnage is coming. Please 
do not be fake fans and watch the after credits scenes. I am 
not going to reveal the second scene, but Marvel fans get 
ready for Carnage in the next Venom film.

This film constantly had me on edge, and I laughed 
almost the whole time. It was an A plus film, and I would 
definitely watch it again. It was not what I expected, 
though. It was in a way like ordering a piece of pizza with 
extra cheese but instead receiving a slice of pizza with 
pineapple. It was not what I anticipated it to be, but I still 
loved it.

New Marvel film earns A+

Columnist attempts vegan lifestyle
Approximately 1,000,000 people identify 

themselves as vegan, which means they do 
not consume or use any meat products or prod-
ucts that are made of animal by-products such as 
eggs, milk, wool, etc. 

This is an extremely hard life style to live so 
I put myself up to the challenge to live it for a 
week. 

 When I first went shopping with my 
mother trying to find vegan substitutes, not only 

could we not find anything, but what they did 
have was not even vegan. It was just gluten free; 
it still had various dairy products which meant 

I could not eat it. We did find various types of 
“burgers” that were made of mashed sweet potatoes, beans, tofu, and other 
ingredients. 

One morning all I had was water and grape juice because I was not 
willing to try anything else. But shopping and finding the right stuff was 
not just the hard part, the prices were outrageous. Just two burgers cost 
roughly $7. Another problem when I was shopping was the store did not 
separate the vegan and vegetarian sections ,so for example, there would be 
a “meatless chicken,” but it would still have egg in it yet it was in the vegan 
section. 

The first night of this test, I was prowling through the items we had 
brought and a “burger”caught my eye. The burger was made of smashed 
sweet potato, carrots, green peas, and other vegetables. I cooked it per-
fectly, according to the instructions, but I was punched in the face with a 
taste that no human should have to suffer. The “burger” was supposed to 
have a teriyaki flavor, and if anything, it tasted like someone had taken cat 
food and a sweet potato and set them both in a 100 degree car to rot for two 
months. After I had to get a knife to cut it as it was extremely tough and 
hard to cut with a metal fork, I was let down by this taste, texture, and the 
whole experience.    

A big problem I ran into was either going out to eat or even eating 
lunch at school. GHS offers a few vegan foods, and I ended up just drinking 
water and having an apple or banana most days. Going out to eat was a mess 
and I just found comfort eating french fries most of the time because the 
restaurants had nothing else vegan other than maybe a salad. McDonalds 
was one of the few restaurants that I went to that actually have a variety of 
vegan food, from salads to sides, to hash browns. Taco Bell was also another 
big player in my diet as they are very pro vegan with their menu as it includ-
ed numerous vegan tacos, salads, and sides and even their cinnamon twists 

are vegan. I did try to order a taco with just rice in it, and they gave me a 
hard shell taco with about three centimeters worth of rice along the whole 
taco; that’s it. At most restaurants, I would have to ask the server to ask the 
chef if something was vegan, and they wouldn’t know so I would not take 
the risk. Cross contamination was another big thing I had to look out for 
because if something was cooked next to a big ol’ greasy burger, there could 
be cross contamination which would make my meal no longer vegan. 

I was overall shocked at the amounts of food that were not vegan. For 
example gummy bears and other kinds of gummy snacks are made using 
beef or pork gelatin. I though granola bars were vegan, but the majority of 
them are made with honey, and those that are not happen to be made out 
of peanut butter, which I happen to be allergic to.
 Another issue was one that struck my heart dearly, I could not have pizza. I 
quickly worked a way around this and did some research, Papa John’s crust 
and sauce is already vegan, so I ordered a pizza that literally only had sauce 
and it tasted alright. I also tried it with putting on my own vegan mozzarella 
cheese, which had a plastic texture and it did not help. I found the pizza was 
better with only sauce and not adding my own plastic cheese.

One of the worst parts of this experience was when I had to go to a 
funeral during this experiment, and one of the big parts of a funeral is the 
food. Out of about 20 different food options, I could have only eaten about 
two of them. Their mashed potatoes had butter in them, the green beans 
had bacon in it, and everything I would think would be vegan had some-
thing added it. The endless trays of fried chicken left an amazing aroma 
throughout the building and was very tempting. This was by far one of the 
hardest parts of this challenge, especially when everyone around me was sad 
and stuffing their faces, which made it even worse was I was in charge of the 
music for part of the ceremony and the music control devices were literally 
right beside the dessert table which had some pretty good looking cookies 
and ice cream on it. Although there is vegan ice cream which actually tastes 
alright it is pricey and would be highly unlikely to be served at a venue un-
less it was targeted toward vegans.

 I have not felt hungry as I am eating mostly the right vitamins and 
proteins, and what I don’t eat, I eat in supplements but I have had to go out 
of my way just to find something I was able to eat. 
I do not feel any more pumped up, considering I would drink coffee in 
the mornings nine times out of 10 and the creamer I used in my coffee had 
milk in it so I had to resort to a dry vegan power creamer which does not 
have nearly the same taste and makes the coffee not worth it. 

I have, however, lost some weight but nothing too noticeable.
I have realized that is the amount of times I have to go take a leak. Dur-

ing the school day, I would go three or four times a day, but after a couple 
of days of going vegan, I realized that that 
number shortened to only one or two times 
a day which is odd considering that I have 
been drinking more water.  

Overall the experience was terrible. I 
do not know how people live this lifestyle 
all year long for the majority of their lives. 
I do not feel any healthier and regret doing 
this experience. So many people had to go 
out of their way just so I could eat, it almost 
made me seem helpless. I do not suggest this 
lifestyle to anyone and would not do it again.

Senior Haley Pritchett and her little brother Ty gut a 
pumpkin together. The Pritchett family picked it out at 
Harvest Adventures. Tina Pritchett photo

Netflix fans pick
binge-worthy shows

Some will spend excessive amounts of time 
searching through countless channels to 

find nothing on. Others spend that time binge-
watching Netflix.

“With fall coming up, there will be a lot 
of cold and rainy days,” senior Maddy Limbach 
said. “Those are the best days to just stay in. I 
usually stick to Grey’s Anatomy because it mixes 
action, drama and comedy all in one.”

With a holiday approaching, students may 
want to watch the scarier shows.

“My favorite show right now is American 
Horror Story on Netflix,” senior Camryn Swea-
ny said. “It’s the best to watch it right now be-
cause it’s just before Halloween.”

Senior Alyssa Stilley agrees.
“I love Twin Peaks and Stranger Things,” 

Stilley said. “They have the eighties nostalgic feel 
and they are spooky, but are really great for any 
time of the year.”

Netflix does have a bad reputation for re-
moving the most watched shows in order to 
make space for Netflix Originals. These shows 
are created by Netflix.

“I really liked to watch One Tree Hill, but 
then they took it off of Netflix,” junior Joe 
Bassler said. “With the second season recently 
added, I’ve been watching Thirteen Reasons 
Why.”

Students can use this time to relax and de-
compress.

“I would rather be alone when I’m watching 
my shows,” Stilley said. “I do like to have friends 
over for movie nights though.”

Family carries on fall traditions
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