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UP TO 

date
Check out the in-depth magazine coming 
out in early December. The theme of the 
magazine is poverty awareness. This issue 

will also feature opportunities to give back.

The varsity wrestling team will go 
to Perry  Meridian at 9 a.m. tomorrow. 
Junior Varsity will wrestle at Jennings 

County at 9:30 a.m.

The final day to purchase 
yearbooks is Dec. 7. 

They cost $49

GHS 
students 
create 
change

Charlie leads band to State
The audience roars in applause as the Marching Woodmen are ranked first in the 

State; tears stain their cheeks, smiles spread wide across their faces and their eyes 
light up as they hug each other, overjoyed by the news. 

This year’s marching band show was titled “Charlie” and was based on Charlie 
Chaplin’s film Modern Times. During the show, students had freeform character 
moments in which they acted like Chaplin.

“It was interesting because it wasn’t your typical marching band show,” senior 
Courtney Conway, soloist, said. “I was in two different characters all the time: I was 
either the Chaplin character, which meant I was being goofy and doing something 
out of the ordinary, or I was a marcher where I was serious and composed.”

This year’s show had a more playful tone.
“Last year’s show was very revengeful, and we were mainly trying to get back to 

State,” senior Lexi Cunningham, guard member, said. “This year was a very goofy 
show, and I could express a lot of 
emotions; I had fun doing the show 
both at practice and at competitions. 
I just wanted to make this year about 
having fun. I wanted to teach the 
guard to be the best they can be and 
to never feel like they’re not worth 
anything. This show teaches you to 
have fun doing the hardest things 
and that you accomplish great things 
from that.”

As the season progressed, the 
show became more popular with 
students and fans.

“When the show was first ex-
plained to us, I wasn’t really sure 
about it,” senior Madelen Tevalan-
Cruz, center drum major, said. “But 
once we started competing, I had this 
feeling that this year was going to be 
our year. Whoever I talked to, every-
one was like ‘This is the show—this 
is the show that is going to win.”

The Marching Woodmen have 
many traditions they follow which 
are believed to have originated in the 
1970s.

“None of us as upperclassmen 
had won yet so we all had that mo-
tivating and pushing us,” Conway 
said. “I think the traditions that help 
the most are the senior speeches-- 
those that give positive words help 
a lot. For my section, I tried to give 
them encouraging speeches as much 
as I could; I told them old stories about my memories and what’s happened in my 
time as a Greenwood Marching Woodman, so that they can learn from it. Relaying 
experiences that the upperclassmen have had helps them understand and gives them 
motivation to feel confident and have their best performance.”

Marchers set goals for themselves going into State finals.
“I think there is a difference between a goal and a priority,” senior Rowen 

Garza,
Chaplin character, said. “My goal was to win, and my priority was to enjoy my 

last year. The band is a big family. We all had a common idea and made it a priority 
to come together, and we did do that. We accomplished our goal, which was to be 
one of the best senior classes we’ve had, and I think we did that.” 

With live performance, no two runs will be performed the same. Each run 
comes with its own ups and downs. Tevalan was able to tell immediately that the 
State run was great. 

“State finals: that run was really amazing,” Tevalan-Cruz said. “I got off my 
podium, and I was like, ‘That was the one. That’s it. That’s what I was working so 

hard this whole season for.’ I got off feeling so happy and confident with how every-
thing worked out. Of course, it wasn’t a perfect run, but I couldn’t have asked for 
anything better to conduct my last run.”

As Tevalan said, the State performance was powerful.
“The band’s performance at State was incredible, which on its own was a great 

feeling. But then to be recognized for your students doing such a great job is incredi-
ble,” Mr. John Morse, director, said. “This one hit me different than the other wins. 
I had a good feeling about this one after the students performed it. I wasn’t as ner-
vous as I normally am. In some of our previous State championships, the students 
have put on great performances, but I was more of a nervous wreck afterwards. This 
year I was not as much. I think it was such a commanding performance that I didn’t 
know, but maybe I knew.”

After each band has performed at State finals, the bands line up on the field and 
wait for their placement to be announced.

“When we were at awards, we were telling the underclassmen, ‘Okay, if we 
win, you have to be quiet and not yell,” Garza said. “Then as soon as we found out, 

I screamed. It was insane. I’ve never 
felt that way before. At first, I didn’t 
know how to feel; it was kind of a 
shock. But it was indescribable—an 
incredible feeling.”

As soon as Greenfield Central 
was announced as runner-up, the 
Marching Woodmen knew that they 
had won State.

“I knew right away once they 
announced Greenfield as second 
place that we won,” Tevalan-Cruz 
said. “I just opened my mouth, slow-
ly clapped and tears started streaming 
down my face. It felt surreal, and I 
didn’t want to believe it. I was very 
happy, but I was like, ‘Wow, finally 
after four years.’ We accomplished 
something so big, and it was great 
to be recognized for it. It was a great 
honor to be up there and represent 
Greenwood.” 

Freshman Glaiza Liwanag did 
not understand at first that GHS had 
won.

“It was very exciting,” Liwanag 
said. “It took me awhile to realize 
that we won until the people around 
me started screaming and crying. 
I was going to ask them what was 
wrong, and then I realized that we 
won. I was really proud of us, and 
I was happy for the seniors because 
I knew how badly they wanted to 
win.”

This year’s band was undefeated, something Mr. Morse had not yet experienced 
in his career.

“The band was undefeated,” he said. “All of the competitions we went to we 
placed first. I think that’s the first time in my career that I’ve experienced that; it 
didn’t really occur to me until we go to the end of the season. I think that’s a testa-
ment to the students and their level of preparation for each weekend.”

In addition to winning ISSMA Class B State competition, the band also made 
school history in Bands of America, winning first place in Class AA and moving on 
in the second day of competition to perform in exhibition at Lucas Oil Stadium.

“Bands of America is a National circuit, so we not only perform with bands in 
our state, but bands from other states as well,” Mr. Morse said. “At our Regional, 
there were bands from Missouri, Texas, Illinois, Ohio and lots of other places. At 
BOA, although it’s subdivided into classes, everyone competes against each other. 
So schools of varying sizes compete against one another. At the end of the day, it’s 
neat to be recognized at a venue like that; winning a class championship is a first for 
our school and was a huge accomplishment in general.”

GHS’ 26th annual Winter-
ization took place last Sat-

urday. Freshmen and seniors 
alike bonded throughout the 
day while raking up leaves and 
sipping hot chocolate.

“Winterization is a volun-
teer opportunity for students 
where we go around and ‘win-
terize’ homes for elderly people 
who can’t do it themselves. 
We rake leaves, clean gutters, 
and do whatever they need in 
order to get their homes ready 
for winter,” said junior Katrina 
Stanger.

The project was organized 
entirely by students in the Ser-
vice Learning and Peer Facilita-
tion classes. 

“There is a group that has 
to go actually talk to all of the 
homeowners, look at their 
houses and see what needs 
done. There’s a group that has 
to get all the supplies donated, 
a group that has to get all the 
food donated because we serve 
breakfast and lunch, and there’s 
a group that has to advertise it 
to the school and also adver-
tise it to the community,” Mrs. 
Meghan Ferguson, sponsor.

This year, the volunteers 
winterized more houses than in 
previous years. 

“We normally do about 
20 homes, maybe a few more. 
Sometimes, we’ve added more 
that day if a neighbor says ‘hey 
can you get mine?’, but this year 
instead of doing 20, we did 35. 
Mrs. Ferguson said. 

For the students planning 
the event, this influx of houses 
caused them to amp up their 
work.

“This year’s Winteriza-
tion was definitely stressful. We 
were all really working hard to 
see what we could get done and 
to get more houses than ev-
ery other year, but it still really 
turned out really well,” senior 
Madi Hamilton said.

The students who planned 
Winterization spent a long time 
perfecting this year’s project.

“The Peer and Service 
Learning classes got together 
and planned it. We split up into 
a bunch of different groups to 
try and tackle it. We spent a 
couple of months planning and 
organizing it,” Stanger said.

Volunteering for Winter-
ization not only gave students 
volunteer hours but a sense 
of accomplishment that they 
helped people who cannot help 
themselves.

“It helps because some 
people just can’t do this. Think 
about grandmas and grandpas 
with bad hips and bad backs or 
elderly women who are wid-
owed. Getting on the roof and 
cleaning a gutter is hard to do,” 
Mrs. Ferguson said.

Winterization is an annual 
event, and all GHS students are 
welcome to sign up to help the 
elderly in Greenwood.

“People should join next 
year because it’s a great experi-
ence. A lot of people have fun 
doing it and it also gives you 
a chance to give back to your 
community,” Hamilton said.

Members of the band celebrate their win with a group hug. The band won the Class B State Cham-
pionship. Abbi Sheets photo
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Lexi Cun-
ningham 

performs at 
state. She 
has done 
guard for 

four years. 
Abbi Sheets 

photo

Senior Courtney 
Conway plays 

the clarinet. Abbi 
Sheets photo. 

Junior Jenna 
Dhondt prepares 

to perform. Charlie 
was inspired by 

an outside chore-
ographer. Sophia 
Alexander photo

Seniors Miriam Martinez, Madaline Tevalan and Cooper Kelly approach the field. The three, along with the 
backfield drum major Laila Stein, conducted the band’s performance. Sophia Alexander photo


