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Construction

Students are adjusting to the new traffic flow around Green-
wood.
The roundabout at Smith Valley Rd. and Meridian St. re-

cently opened, and GHS students are affected by the new traffic 
pattern, especially before and after school.

“The new roundabout is really helpful to me because it is on 
my way to school, so instead of having to take the long way like I 
was before, I can use the roundabout. I can leave my house later, or 
I have time to stop to get coffee or breakfast on the way to school, 
so it’s really nice,” senior Madison Hamilton said.

The roundabout have an effect on students before school and 
students who leave in the middle of the day, too.

“The roundabout is helpful for us in PEER because when 
we have to go to schools like Isom and Northeast, taking the way 
of the roundabout is more helpful. Before it was opened, we had 
to discuss alternative ways to get to those schools with our class. 
Thankfully, it opened a week after we started going out, so it 

wasn’t much of an issue,” senior Jackson Griesemer said.
Internship and Business Co-op students are also affected.
“I like having the roundabout there because I like to stop for 

coffee at Dunkin’ Donuts before I go to my internship, and it is 
more accessible with the roundabout being open now,” senior 
Emily Bonser said.

While the roundabout is helpful, there have been complica-
tions.

“Sometimes, it gets frustrating, especially in the middle of the 
day because a lot of people don’t know how to use it correctly, so 
people get stuck in wrong lanes or try to turn left on 31 from the 
west side of Smith Valley. Cops have been diligent with pulling 
people over, though, so I think that has really helped with regulat-
ing the traffic,” Bonser said.

The set-up of the roundabout is unique from any other 
in Greenwood, so people are learning. New student drivers are 
thankful that they are learning the ropes of the roundabout.

“I have my permit and get my license next week, and I am 
really happy that I got to practice on the roundabout before I’m 
driving on my own. People who had their licenses before having 

Student 
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New and exciting winter ac-
tivities are on their way.
The Student Council is in-

troducing a Winter Homecom-
ing in January.

“We want to increase 
school spirit and provide stu-
dents with more activities to 
do that are cheap, fun and easy 
to prepare for,” student coun-
cil co-sponsor Mrs. Amanda 
Ratliff said.

The dance is set to take 
place after a basketball game.

“The dance will take place 
Friday, January 25, after the 
basketball game,” senior Law-
son Roberts, student council 
vice president, said. “It’s a win-
ter informal, but students have 
the option to dress up if they 
would like.”

There will be many similar-
ities of the Winter Homecom-
ing and the traditional football 
Homecoming.

“Spirit Week for this year 
will include Holiday Day, 
where you dress up as your fa-
vorite holiday; green and gold 
day; Disney Day; Twin Day; 
and, Pajama Day if it gets ap-
proved,” junior Faith Evans, 
student council president, said.

There will be no powder 
puff, but there will be a special 
event leading up to the game 
and dance.

“There will be another 
event in the middle of the week 
on Wednesday much like pow-
der puff,” Roberts said, “but it 
is for both boys and girls.”

The event is a co-ed volley-
ball tournament.

“Students have the oppor-
tunity to make their own teams, 
and the teams are not sectioned 
into grades,” Evans said.

Though there are many 
parallels to the original Home-
coming, one thing will be dif-
ferent in January.

“There will be no parade 
this year because it is too cold 
out and we cannot have a parade 
in the snow,” Evans said. 

More details are on their 
way soon.

“We have not worked 
out all of the details yet,” Mrs. 
Ratliff said. “We are just start-
ing to plan it, but it will be ca-
sual and fun -- just like the fall 
Homecoming.”

Sepetys, author, visits GHS
Ruta Sepetys-- author of Salt to the Sea, Out of the Easy, and Between the Shades 

of Gray--talked to English classes about the struggles and fun she had while 
writing Salt to the Sea.

“The initial idea for Ruta was from Mrs. Rhinehardt at the middle school,” 
Mrs. Julia Reynolds, media specialist, said. “As soon as she said Ruta, I was all on 
board because Ruta is one of my favorite authors. I said let’s make this happen, so 
we joined together with Center Grove librarians and one Perry librarian. The five 
of us are sharing Ruta for the week.”

Freshmen, sophomores and juniors expected to see Ruta and a stage decorated 
in bottles to correspond with her novel Salt to the Sea. 

“I thought the author visit was really cool,” junior Jasmin Nance said. “I really 
enjoyed her talk, and I loved the stage. It was decorated with bottles, and it was really 
cool. I liked that we welcomed her and her talk.”

The visit was based on her newest novel Salt to the Sea. Salt to the Sea is based 
on the Holocaust and is written from four different points of view. Each is by some-
one who boarded the Wilhelm Gustloff ship to escape Germany. 

“This story is so close to my heart because I’m the daughter of a refugee,” 
Mrs. Sepetys said. “My father himself had to escape from Lithuania. My dad spent 
nine years in a refugee camp starving eating potato peels and trash. He survived be-
cause he was a good soccer player and Germany asked him to play soccer for them. 
Thomas, George and Erika were three little kids. These were the kids who were on 
the execution list. Thomas didn’t make it out. Him and his family were killed by the 
Soviet secret police. George is my dad. My dad did make it out. He had a really hard 
time. Nine years in a refugee camp but he made it. Erika is my father’s cousin. Erika 
also made it out, but she got trapped between the Germans and the Russians. She 
made it all the way to the port, and she was granted passage on the Wilhelm Gustl-

off. The day of the voyage she arrived to late, and she wasn’t able to board the ship. 
The ship left, and she wasn’t on it. She stood at the port watching the ghost ship sail 
away convinced her life was over, and she survived. She’s the one who convinced 
me to write this story.”

The Wilhelm Gustloff sank, and 9,000 people died. The Wilhelm Gustloff was 
six times deadlier than the Titanic. It is not a famous sinking because Germany is 
not allowed to talk about it because it was their fault, and Germany is really the only 
country that would have known about the sinking. With the school reading this 
novel, students and teachers are learning new parts of history.

“The other schools did another book, but we did our visit on Salt to the Sea,” 
Mrs. Reynolds said. “We chose Salt to the Sea because it’s her most recent book. 
We wanted to read something that had depth to it, and Salt to the Sea has a serious 
topic to it and a lot to think about. We were trying to choose something that stu-
dents hadn’t already read. Her first book, Between Shades of Grey, had been on the 
young hoosier list before and there was a possibility that some of the sophomores 
had already read it. We wanted to pick something that was new, and we wanted to 
expose the readers to a part of history that they might not have heard of.”

In the making of the book, Sepetys had a diver go discover the Wilhelm Gustl-
off and take photos. The ship was in place exactly how it was when it sank.

“I knew a diver named Lee Bishop and he dived into nine different shipwrecks, 
including the Titanic,” Sepetys said. “I reached out to him. He said there is a charge 
in the water that is unbelievable. He said it’s a haunting feeling in the water, and 
he asked to take me down. Lee is an amazing underwater photographer. He took 
photos of the nazi lettering for me on the front of the ship. You can see everything. 
When I say everything, inside the ship, there are still remains. You can still see the 
positioning, which told me how people tried to escape or how they lost their life. 
It helped me write this book. I know a lot of authors are secretive when they write 
books because they don’t want people to steal their ideas, but these are not my ideas. 
I write the books, but history writes my stories.” 

Changes made to Core 40 diplomas for Class of 2023

The state of Indiana is taking steps to restructure the paths students will take to 
graduation; this means change at GHS.
“The state is changing the goals that students will need to hit to graduate,” Mrs. 

Lisa Laug, counselor, said. “This change is going to take effect next year for the cur-
rent eighth graders, but the state has said we actually can implement this to current 
students. However, we are only using this system for seniors this year if they already 
fit the criteria for graduation. This has helped some students get on track for gradu-
ation that wouldn’t otherwise.”

This change will require completion of three different categorical milestones.
“To graduate, students will need to earn their credits toward their diploma, 

complete experiences that show employability skills, and show they are ready for life 
post-high school. We already complete the second category with our senior project, 
and most students will fulfill the final category by taking the SAT, ACT, ASVAB or 
C9,” Mrs. Laug said.

Students will benefit from this change in some ways.
“It gives students many more options to students,” Mr. Todd Garrison, princi-

pal, said. “This change is going to give many new pathways for students to take on 
their way to graduation.”

Mrs. Laug explained why some students have been introduced to this new path.
“ISTEP is a main factor in some students’ graduation,” Laug said. “If students 

don’t pass ISTEP, we would have to apply for a waiver, and that could be a difficult 
process. These new requirements take away the stress of ISTEP and limit the time 
spent out of the classroom. ISTEP takes away focus on learning and puts pressure 
towards a test.”

Mr. Garrison does see future changes in schedules.
“What we have seen is that these new requirements will create pathways that 

students can take if they find one they like,” he said. “This means that if students 
can do well in their pathways, they will not have to take any of those big tests like 
the SAT or ASVAB. It allows us to be more calculating with the schedules. We are 
in great shape because we already try to get kids on those paths, but now they will 
be further rewarded for their efforts.”

Ms. Ruta Sepetys presented this display of bottles and rubble to repre-
sent “messages in a bottle” to  show everyone has a story. 

Ms. Sepetys presents to her audience. Three sessions of her presenta-
tion were hosted in the auditorium. 

Senior Caroline Marot laughs with Sepetys as she signs a copy of her 
book. Mrs. Julia Reynolds allowed students to order copies to be signed 
through the IMC. 

Sepetys hands Ms. Becky Myers, instructional assistant, a signed copy. 
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to each themselves how to use it, but all of us new drivers will use 
it well because we aren’t stuck in the habit of anything different,” 
sophomore Nick Belovic said.


