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There was a time where the only 
place people could see a movie was 

at the theaters; unfortunately, this time 
has long passed. 

Yes, there is something magical 
about sitting in a dark, open room next 
to unknown people all waiting in an-
ticipation for a story to be projected 
on a screen in surround sound. But 
in reality, is it really worth leaving the 
couch?

Throughout a few short years, 
movie theater prices have sky-rocket-
ed. Many theaters make the argument that luxury seats increase 
the prices; however, many are finding that $10 extra are not worth 
the extra comfort provided. Now, movies are often avoided and are 
definitely not a go to for rainy days.

First, let’s consider what is provided in the comfortable en-
vironment of home. Television quality and size have drastically 
changed in the last few years. Internet is lightning fast, and hun-
dreds of movies are a remote click away. The ability to be comfort-
able is so much easier at home. With all the house luxuries, I am 
amazed that so many people ever leave their houses; why would 
anyone leave it to pay a fortune for a less comfortable experience?

There are a number of people who love movies and the movie 
experience but are not willing to pay the outrageous prices. In a 
modern, fast-paced world, it is difficult to carve out time to watch a 
movie. Now people want the luxury to be able to pause the movie 
when needed. Few people still enjoy throwing $15 away for a few 
hours in the dark, which will just make their schedules more hec-
tic. Movie theaters no longer offer unique experiences.

Cinema experiences have undergone only little changes com-
pared to the drastic home entertainment alterations. 

If someone saw a movie from 50 years 
ago, that person would probably be 

shocked at how far movies have come 
over the years, and how they continue 
to improve. 

Movies used to be grainy black and 
white images, and now fans can watch 
quality that could be better than view-
ing scenes with their own eyes.

One complaint as movies have 
improved is the increased price at the 
theaters. Although I do agree that mov-
ies can be overpriced at times, there is a 
reason the price is that high. In a way, 

people are paying for a privilege. If a movie comes out and people 
want to see it, they are going to have to pay for the privilege to see 
that movie in theaters. If not, they would have to wait months for 
the movie to come out on DVD or one of the numerous streaming 
applications available. Also there is privilege in the theaters, such as 
quality of the screen, incredible sound and the atmosphere. These 
theater experiences provide advantages that fans cannot have at 
home.

A reason for the increased price of movies is how they have 
changed. The cost of production, paying actors and improvements 
in the quality and cost of equipment has caused the price of every-
thing to increase. If movies cost more to make, the amount the-
aters charge will have to increase to be successful in the box office.

Making movies is a huge business. Millions upon millions of 
dollars are poured into making them successful, and if people want 
to see movies loaded with star-studded casts and special effects, 
movies they watch in plush theaters with reclining seats, they have 
to pay the price. 

Make democracy great again. 
It is election season, and this means a new age of voters were filling out their ballots for the 

first time. At Timberlines, we value our freedom to vote and create political change through the polls. 
Just because high schoolers are not parents or in the workforce does 
not mean they do not have a duty as legal citizens to vote. Seniors 
who are legal voting age should have voted.

The students who are of age right now are the same students 
who will grow to have homes, families and careers. They have a re-
sponsibility to vote now to ensure a prosperous and enjoyable future. 
This country will be theirs, and they need to fight for the changes they 
believe in. Arguing and posting about problems with our country does 
nothing in the long run; researching politicians’ morals and beliefs that align with what will help our 
country and voting for them creates real change.

Large social media outlets such as Snapchat and Twitter have been encouraging young voters. 
They sent snaps to remind young citizens to register and asked fans to tweet to their favorite celebri-
ties about why they vote. If influential organizations such as this are begging young voters to take a 

stand, no matter the political party, it must be important.
Voting at a young age encourages awareness of sur-

roundings and gives students an opportunity to make 
independent life decisions without the influence of their 
parents. For those students who feel as though they can-
not stand as their own person because of their parents, this 
is an outlet. For those students looking to take steps to feel 
more mature, this is an outlet. For those students trying 

to create a better future for the people they love, this is an outlet. 
We hope you use the freedom granted by the founding fathers: vote.

Watching movies at home
far better viewing experience

Movie theater experience
worth ticket prices 

Timberlines encourages students to make Democracy great again

Sam Rapp
Sports Editor

Being competitive has not been psychologically proven to be an inborn 
instinct, but I might be the exception. 
From learning to ride a bike before my older brother or having a vic-

tory dance for winning a euchre game against my grandparents to keeping 
a binder of all of my diving scores in my 5 year career and making goal 
sheets each week, my competitor’s mindset has not failed to drive me.

Maybe it is hereditary or influenced by growing up with a competi-
tive family, but I have always been a “play to win” type of person in every-

thing I do. While this is true, making sure that I am my own biggest com-
petition is always my top priority. Before high school, my excessive need 
to be in first place never caused problems (except that it was annoying). 

Once freshman year began, I had to adjust my perspective inward rather than outward. I forced myself 
to stop asking my classmates what they scored on the last assignment and started using headphones in 
between each dive in order to not hear my competitions’ scores. I have continued to do these things 
throughout high school; it does not mean that my competitive spirit has dwindled at all, but I have 
recognized that it can be a curse as much as a blessing. Taking these steps has allowed more room for 
my competitive mindset to apply to myself rather than focusing on others. I am always striving to be 
better than I was before whether that be an AP Psych test score or a personal record in my sport.

Overall, I am thankful for my competitive instinct and would not ask for it to be any other way.

Getting a seasonal 
job during the 

Christmas season 
can mean little to 
no time with friends 
and family when 
that’s the purpose 
of holidays, but they 

can also give students 
the boost they need 
to get family the gifts 

they’ve been wanting all year long. Which one to 
choose, the answer is clear. Students should get a 
job over the summer and save up so that money 
can go towards holiday gifts later.

Jobs provide what everyone in this world 
needs, money. Money makes the world go 
‘round. Let’s be honest, very few people are gone 
on vacation the entire summer. During off time, 

get a job at a local restaurant or bakery to pull in 
some well needed cash for when a family mem-
ber or girlfriend asks for that pretty ring in the 
shop window.

Seasonal jobs during the summer also build 
up experience that colleges and future employers 
love to see. Time management and work ethic 
are very important in college and in any work 
field and a summer job is a huge way to prove that 
you have those qualities and are improving them. 
Job experience on any application or resume can 
really boost your chances on getting excepted or 
hired. 

A job can bring a lot of benefits and a lot of 
drawbacks so make the decision based on what’s 
going on in day to day life as well as overall time 
and activities. A job can be an amazing opportu-
nity that can help in the future no matter what 
profession a student might choose.

Faith Jackson
News Editor

Sophia Alexander
Reporter

Students should opt for summer jobs

Sophia Alexander
Reporter

Competition improves lifestyle

“Keep moving forward, and if it is time to go, it is time. nothing lasts forever.” - Stan Lee

The late Stan Lee, who died Monday, 
filled the hearts of readers and mov-

iegoers with decades of lessons and joy, so 
much so that his legacy will last forever. 

Stan Lee was known all over the 
world as the creator of some of the Mar-
vel Universe characters we all know and 
love, such as Iron Man, Spider Man, the 
Incredible Hulk and Black Panther.

Lee was responsible for many changes 
in the Marvel industry. He changed the 
way the company functioned in some as-

pects, one of those being creator-credits 
in Marvel’s comic book output. Before 
then, readers would be forced to memo-
rize art styles and signatures to be able to 
tell which creator made what. According 
to the Hollywood Reporter, this major 
change humanized Marvel and made the 
creators come to life just as much as the 
colorful characters they created. It revo-
lutionized the company and made them 
stand out, helping Marvel to become 
what we all know it as today. 

Lee shattered the barrier between 
reader and creator in a way that no one 
else had before him. He made the staff 
more than a mysterious entity; he made 
them people, names on a page that could 
be observed and modeled after, and for 
some children, they would become mod-
els more so than the characters themselves. 

Lee was already in his mid-life when 
he became the CEO of the famous comic 
book company, Marvel. He was the co-
creator of the company and took credit for 

it and most of the characters that he also 
co-created. 

In every Marvel movie, Stan Lee has 
been included doing something silly to 
mark it as a Marvel production, whether 
it be watering his garden or yelling at a kid 
from his window. 

Stan Lee was an amazing man who 
will be remembered for generations 
through the movies and comics he and 
the Marvel staff created. He will be sorely 
missed but happily remembered. 


