
Walking into 
a building 

where  Americans 
have their voices 
heard with just a 
simple vote is pow-
erful.

Being a first-
time voter is a pro-
cess, but it does not 
have to be difficult. 
Eventually the pro-
cess pays off when 

the person walks away with an ‘I Voted” sticker.
I had the privilege to vote for midterms on 

Nov. 6. The days leading up to Election Day, 
I made sure to research political parties, candi-
dates that aligned with my personal beliefs about 
how government should function.

When I stepped in the polling site there was 

not much of a crowd. I looked at a nearby clock 
that read 7:12 a.m., and I was quickly noticing 
that maybe going early in the morning to vote 
was the best choice I have ever made. When I 
was in line, I scanned the room and quickly re-
alized I was the only one who was not a senior 
citizen, or carrying a child.  

I became very anxious because I did not 
know if the election workers would appoint 
what booth to go or what the voting ballot looks 
like. The only voting format I have come across 
was the classic shading in the bubble or writing 
in an answer on a blank space.

As the line started getting shorter and short-
er, my nerves were piling up and then I heard a 
lady say “next”. She pointed at my ID that I was 
holding. The booth worker scanned my ID and 
smiled. The lady gave me a slight pat on my back 
and told me that she was proud of me for doing 
my civic duty as a first time voter. After the mu-

tual friendly exchange, a gentlemen escorted me 
to a voting booth and told me that on the screen 
there will be footnotes explaining how the vot-
ing process works and walked away. I was left 
all alone, in a tight blue cube with decisions to 
make with just one touch. 

I am sure that I made many weird faces be-
cause few questions asked on the screen I had 
not even considered about; one of them was 
school district decisions. When I clicked af-
ter each vote, I began to recognize all the most 
known candidates who had their videos featured 
in YouTube ads, or on local channels. 

My voting experience lasted 10 minutes, 
and I was surprised by how fast it went. I have 
been wanting to do this for quite a while. I was 
so proud of myself walking away knowing that 
I voted how I wanted to vote, what I wanted to 
vote on, and took part in what I feel is important 
for the state of Indiana. 

Thanksgiving will dominate Ameri-
can households next week with 

traditions full of food and family. 
But, Woodmen often celebrate with 
unique twists.

“We have a family tradition,” 
Rhonda Werner, office secretary, said. 
“We call it Thanksgiving Palooza. 
It starts on Wednesday when all of 
the extended family comes over to 
town. On Thursday, we just have a 
small gathering. Then, we celebrate 
our Thanksgiving on Friday. It starts 
with the annual turkey bowl football 
game. Then, we have our Thanksgiv-
ing meal, and after that, we play cards 
and games. And then, we finish the 
night with White Christmas. On Sat-
urday, the whole family gets together 
for lunch at a local Mexican restaurant, 
and everyone comes back to my house 
to watch the ‘Polar Express.”

Some people have more simple 
celebrations. 

“We start by watching parades 
in the morning, football in the after-
noon,” Mr. Craig Bruns, assistant 
principal, said. “If the weather allows, 
we play football outside and then pre-
pare for Black Friday and shopping 

with the family.”
There are families who have a tra-

dition while they are eating.
“My family passes around a big 

spoon, and everyone has to add an 
item of food on the spoon,” senior 
Emily Kurtz said. “Whoever spills the 
food off the spoon first has to eat all 
of it.”

Some buy a turkey or ham, but 
others hunt it.

“We usually go out and get our 
own turkey by hunting it,” senior Ja-
cob Sullivan said. “It’s long and boring 
waiting for one to go by.”

Junior Mia Bejil’s family cel-
ebrates Thanksgiving with their own 
twist; they add the Day of the Dead.

“We celebrate the Day of the 
Dead. We put up posters of our loved 
ones who have passed to honor them,” 
Bejil said. “We’ve done it on Thanks-
giving before because we always wait 
until family comes over. People should 
know their ancestors and where they 
come from.” 

Bruns hopes for his family to un-
derstand and carry out his tradition.

“Hopefully, they’ll experience 
it and enjoy,” Mr. Bruns said. “The 
most important part is that they’re to-
gether to remember how blessed they 
are.”
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Bohemian Rhapsody was 
a 7 out of 10 for histori-

cal inaccuracy but also for a 
compelling plot and awesome 
soundtrack.

Besides the amazing 
music that came along with 
the movie Bohemian Rhap-
sody, the movie was about 
the hardships that the band 
Queen faced, especially the 
struggles that Freddie Mer-

cury went through. 
The film did not include any big time actors, and I 

rather enjoyed that. Nobody could have played Freddie 
Mercury better than Rami Malek. He has the looks and 

the attitude on point, not to mention that he even sang 
the majority of the songs in the film.

Viewers meet Freddie in a college party when he 
is following around a band. That party is where Freddie 
first meets his fiance, Mary Austin, and he becomes the 
lead singer of the band. The band changed their name 
to Queen. Freddie had a unique sense of style; he wore 
women’s clothes. The rest of the band had their own 
style, and two band members were alike in any sense. 
That was stressed a lot in the film. They fought tons, but 
they were still like a family.

After watching the movie, the song Bohemian Rhap-
sody has a whole new meaning to me. It is a six-minute 

song but has so much power in it. The full song was never 
played in the film. Only sections of the song were played during 

important scenes and causes viewers to cry like babies. Mercury 
first came up with the melody when he proposed to Mary. The band 
recorded the song when they were first big, but their record label 
thought that Bohemian Rhapsody was a flop and Queen was being 
too risky with a type of song like Bohemian Rhapsody. Another time 
the song is played is when Freddie finds out that he is interested in 

men on Queen’s tour after releasing Bohemian Rhapsody. When he 
comes home, Mary already knows that he’s bisexual. The last time the 

song is played is the last concert that they perform in the movie after 
Mercury gets the band back together because he finds out that he has AIDS 

and was going to die soon. Each scene had a different part played from the 
song, and it connected with the scenes phenomenally. The movie gave the song 

a deeper meaning. 
Honestly, I was not a huge Mercury fan while watching this movie. I thought 

Freddie was a huge jerk until he got AIDS. After he got AIDS, he realized he was going 
to die. He needed to save his legacy, so he got the band back together because he left them 

to go solo.
Before watching the movie, I thought I loved Freddie Mercury, but I then realized I do not love 

Freddie Mercury. I love Queen. I recommend everyone see this film. 

Staffer critiques 
Bohemian Rhapsody

First-time voter remains calm

Black Friday is quickly approaching, 
and without a plan, people are in for 

chaos.
Many stores have released great deals 

on different electronics and clothing. 
Even without knowing all of the deals, 
there are still many ways to plan for the 
battle. 

Before going shopping, students 
should sign up for rewards programs at 
the stores they plan to visit. If someone 

is planning to do Christmas, 
birthday or anniversary shop-
ping, it would be beneficial to 
sign up for the program in order 
to get money back. For example, 
for every $50 spent at Kohls, 
members receive $10 off future 
purchases. During the holiday 
season, this deal is increased to 

$15 off. On Black Friday, students can buy a Canon EOS Rebel T6 
camera for $399.99 and earn $120 back in Kohls cash.

At Target, customers receive a $150 gift card back when purchas-
ing an iPhone 8 plus, 8 or X, or a $250 gift card with the purchase of 
an iPhone XS or XS Max. Target also has great deals on other elec-
tronics and gaming devices. 

Another way to save money on Black Friday is to download spe-
cific apps. The app Shopkicks gives reward points that can be cashed 
in for gift cards from retail stores. Points are rewarded even without 
a purchase. If location based services are turned on for an app, users 
receive points for walking into the store. 

Shoppers should also download the Amazon app onto their 
phone in order to compare prices in store to online prices that could 
possibly be cheaper. 

I recommend looking online for deals before going shopping. 
Some stores will have free shipping available as a special deal, and 
that will eradicate the hassle of shopping in store. Shopping online 
at home under a blanket on Black Friday eliminates the crowds and 
provides a more comfortable environment than getting ran over by a 
cart amongst flocks of people. 

Black Friday tips to remember
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