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I  have never been 
into politics. 

I would rather 
talk to people about 
why we are the way 
we are, whether 
or not aliens exist, 
or what life would 
be like if our dogs 
could talk. Quite 
frankly, the idea of 
listening to adults 
banter back and 
forth about health-

care, tariffs, and social security makes me want 
to knock myself out. 

When my internship mentor told me that 
I needed to help him report a live blog on the 
Senator debate, I pondered on doing just that. 
It is a good thing I did not because I had no 
idea how at-risk our world was until I heard the 
people in charge talk about what they planned 
on doing to it. 

I have never felt the need to identify myself 
as a Republican, a Democrat, or a Libertarian. 
When discussing political issues, I try to remove 
the political influence and look straight at the 
issue itself. Maybe it is because I am young, 
maybe it is because I am inexperienced, but I 
have this crazy idea that all we need to do is the 
right thing. Do not get me wrong, I know why 
political parties exist, I know everyone has their 
own definitions of what is right and what is 
wrong. Yet sometimes, I wonder if these politi-
cians hear themselves talk or even truly believe 
what they are saying. 

Throughout the debate, I was astonished 
by how little the candidates actually answered 
the questions given to them. In fact, the very 
first question posed asked was if they would 
stick to the question given. They all said yes, 
of course, because that is what they knew the 
audience wanted to hear. Yet, every time an 
important question was asked, they would run 
circles around it, kick each other in the head, 

and then repeat a phrase for the hundredth time 
they hoped would appeal to voters. 

Braun, our dear Republican candidate, has 
lived in the “real world”while everyone else, 
especially Donnelly, has lived in this illusion 
of a universe. He did not have solid answers to 
important questions; he did not talk about any-
thing worth anything, but because he runs his 
own company, he knows how to fix all of our 
problems. I am not being dramatic when I say 
he referenced the “real world” at least once dur-
ing every question. 

Donnelly, the Democratic candidate, 
bragged about what he has done. There was 
hardly any talk about what could be done, but 
he was sure to bring full attention to any of 
Braun’s flaws. Donnelly talked about how great 
he was and how horrible Braun was, not about 
what he wanted to do for us.

Brenton, the Libertarian, is a mother with 
10 children. She talked about her 10 children 
any chance she got, not necessarily because 
they were relevant to discussion but because 
she knew she needed to spark interest among 
women. 

The last point I want to bring up that really 
set me off was the way women were referred to 
and not addressed when Braun and Donnelly 
were discussing issues like abortion. They never 
referred to a woman as “you” like they did for 
men. The women they referred to were always 
mothers, daughters, or wives. Newsflash: 50.7 
percent of the population in Indiana are wom-
en. Half of the people candidates want votes 
from are women. So why can’t they address us 
while talking to us? 

Honestly, I did not know who I wanted to 
vote for. None of their answers felt genuine; it 
just felt like they were trying to buy me with 
words and phrases. What I would like to see is 
everyone in a coffee shop, a warm mug in hand, 
talking about what they think about their world 
and what their plans are to change it. Sweaty 
people standing in front of a podium putting on 
a show does nothing for me. 

Clubs are a great way for people to pursue their interests and 
passions or just to have a great time with people they do not 

necessarily see in their daily classes. 
Sophomore Carter Reynolds uses his PowerHour to meet 

with certain clubs throughout the week.
“Clubs and extracurricular activities are great to be a part 

of. I’m meeting new people, learning new things, and making 
change,” Renolds said. “I don’t think, though, that clubs are for 
everyone; not everyone is social enough to be a part of a club, and 
sometimes it’s just a matter of finding a club that’s comfortable for 
them. GHS might not just have the right club for them.”

Even with a variety of clubs available, people might have trou-
ble finding just the right ones.

“There’s no way to say there is too much or too little. You 
have to look at it from an individual perspective, and you have 
to ask if they’re enough students that are exploring academics 
through clubs,” senior Paul Lundgaard said. “I think clubs just 
come naturally when the population kind of finds a club that they 
can identify with.”

In order for clubs to meet in the school, they must be able to 
find a teacher sponsor to be present in the area.

“The main barrier is being able to find a teacher sponsor. At 
the end of the day, they’re very few teachers that want to give up 
their before school time, PowerHour time, and after school time 
to support a club so that is a huge barrier,” Lundgaard said. “We 
are all high schoolers, we are almost adults or adults for some of 
us so we should be able to organize ourselves and make our own 
clubs.”

Junior Ivy Rimer said students should be able to create their 

own clubs if they meet certain requirements.
“We are at that age where we should be trusted to invest our 

time the way we see fit,” Rimer said.
PowerHour is a huge benefit towards clubs because it gives 

teachers and students time to meet.
“I’d like to see even more clubs added to the current selec-

tion that is already available or start to see more clubs meet during 
PowerHour,” Reynolds said. “I’d personally like to see a Meme 
Club.”

Rimer said that all students should at least have a club that fits 
their interest so if they wanted to join they could.

“I don’t think GHS has enough clubs and should add more. I 
mean they’re a lot of students who still have not found clubs that 
fit them,” Rimer said. “I would personally like to see a Book Club 
that would start to meet during PowerHour myself because that is 
what fits me.”

Gamers strategize
every Tuesday

Students would like to create more clubs for diverse interests

May the best 
senator win...
if there is one 

It’s an average Tuesday afternoon. Students flood into Mr. Christian Cruze’s classroom, and anyone 
passing in the hallway can hear “you activated my trap card” or “Uno” echoing out the door. Chess 

and Gaming Club meets every Tuesday after school, and students live for the thrill of the games.
Everyone is welcome, regardless of whether they joined during the first meeting or waiting to 

participate until well into the year.
“I think a lot of people believe that we just play a lot of basic games, like Clue or Uno, but we 

play all kinds of games from cooperative games to strategy to turn dungeons and dragons,” Mr. Cruze, 
sponsor, said. “So if you are thinking about joining, just join. It is really a lot of fun.”

Freshman Dylan Challman is new to Chess and Gaming Club this year, but that has not stopped 
him from challenging the veterans.

“I don’t do as well the first time playing a new game,” he said. “But if I play it again after playing 
it the first time, I have something down to help me get an advantage or that I know can win.”

Joining can be a great way to meet new people without much stress and to experience being a part 
of a high school club.

“I’m just kind of here to experience school and live life I guess,” freshman Thomas Lee said. “I 
have been homeschooled for the past three years basically, and this just kind of helps me figure things 
out.”

Spending times with friends and hanging out makes the club fun.
“Being able to create a lot of memories is something that I am definitely able to gain from being 

part of Chess and Gaming Club,” Challman said. “I’m also able to hang out with a lot of my friends 
that I normally am not able to spend time with because I don’t have any classes with them.”

Students are able to bring their own games from home as well as their own trading card game 
decks to battle other players. But, Mr. Cruze has games available, too.

“We have lots of games and lots of people here who want to play games no matter the game,” 
Challman said, “Even if we don’t have games you like, you can bring your own from home, and you 
can usually find someone to play with you.” 

Lee is competitive when it comes to board games. 
“When it comes to physical things, I am not very competitive, but when it comes to all these 

different kinds of games, especially when it becomes complicated like Magic spells and all different 
kinds of complicated things like that,” Lee said, “I really like to get into it and get very competitive 
sometimes. If you are looking for some fun just come on and play here, have fun. Figure out what you 
want to do. We have something for everyone. Sometimes, we get complicated and play like Dungeons 
and Dragons or other times we will just play Uno.”

Freshman Dylan Challman and 
sophomore Nate Allen play Sen-
tinals of the Multiverse with Mr. 
Christian Cruze, Chess and Gam-
ing Club sponsor. The club meets 
every Tuesday after school. Ethan 
Falks photo

Freshmen Tristen Cunningham and 
Malachi Brock play Sentinals of the 
Multiverse. Sentinals is a superhero 
card game in which the players be-
come a team to defeat a common 
villain. Ethan Falks photo


