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UP TO 

date
The varsity basketball team will play 

at Center Grove on Dec. 27. 
Tipoff is at 7:30 p.m.

Students will return 
from Winter Break on Jan. 3.

Today is the final day 
Semester 1. Students will 
go to periods four, three 

then five.

Blanca Ortega
Reporter

Five out of six schools in the Greenwood Community School Corporation, including GHS, earned an A from the Indiana 
Board of Education.
“We have been consistent as an A school. Anyone can look up on the Indiana Department of Education to read about our 

school’s report card. One of the reasons we have gotten A’s is because we have growth,” Principal Todd Garrison said.
Several factors determine a school’s state letter grade.
“Our graduation rate, people passing courses and ISTEP scores play a huge part in us getting a growth score which is part of 

the over-all score. We also get a score for college and career and the number of students who take dual credit courses. We have 
had a perfect score for graduation rate and dual credit offered because we have had 90 percent and above student participation,” 
Assistant Principal Craig Bruns said.

The Indiana Department of Education calculates a letter grade for all schools. 
“The legislators set what the measures are and the type of criteria we need to meet. We send in reports all the time to the 

Indiana Department of Education, and they figure out what data to take. If a student is not in our school for 162 days, those 
scores do not count for or against us since they have not been here long enough. It is possible for school districts in Greenwood 
to receive different letter grades since elementary schools get graded, our high school and even our corporation gets a grade,” 
Mr. Garrison said. 

Regardless of the method or form used, grading and reporting communicates to the entire community what students 
have learned, what they can do and whether their learning status is in line with expectations. Teachers also get a clearer pic-
ture of what students have learned and how they need to change their instruction to meet their students’ needs. 

“GHS getting an excellent grade was well-deserved because teachers here really care about trying to find ways for stu-
dents to succeed. Being an A school reflects the effort our teachers, staff members, and students put in to make Greenwood 
a place for success,” Mrs. Laura Stadtfeld, Family and Consumer Science teacher, said.

When students within a school consistently fail to learn, the Indiana Department of Education can step in. GHS is no-
where near that happening, though. Mr. Garrison credited teachers, parents and students for making education a priority 
that includes maintaining good attendance, applying themselves to school work and challenging themselves academically.

“If the school gets a letter grade of failure, then a school could get placed on academic watch so then the state can 
take over. The state would control over how we run the school,” Mr. Garrison said. “Someone else coming in and tak-
ing over with how teachers teach may be very conflicted but at the same time if schools continue to fail then somebody 
should be doing something different to change the situation.” 

Last week, students in the English 12 Honors 
class proudly took their places before panels 

of community members for their Senior Boards.
These students had been working on their 

Senior Capstone since the summer, which in-
volved participating in a job shadow, creating a 
project with a mentor, or volunteering in specific 
nonprofit programs before writing their research 
papers and creating PowerPoint presentations for 
the Senior Board judges.

Most seniors face the Senior Capstone, and 
those in regular English 12 classes will present in 
May. The final step in the process is ringing the 
bell in the front office to mark the end of the cap-
stone journey.

“Finishing the Senior Project feels excit-
ing and relieving. I remember first feeling over-
whelmed and having a weight on my chest, but 
the minute I ring the bell, I sort of felt free and 
ready for graduation to come,” senior Evan 
Chandler said. 

The project is not meant to be stressful or dif-
ficult for students. Instead, it is designed to allow 
seniors to explore possible career options while 
meeting certain English 12 requirements, such as 
writing a research paper and giving a speech. 

“My brother was a former GHS student, 
and he really did not tell me that the Capstone 
project would be hard even when others in his 
class seemed to think so. Many people overthink 
it, but honestly the project is smooth running if 
students just actually do the project and not try 
to rush to get it done last minute,” senior Sam 
Irons said.

Senior Abby Jones selected choreography as 
her focus.

“I decided to take on a project, and I choreo-
graphed a dance routine in the dance company 
that I have been dancing for awhile. I picked a 
few girls, and we gathered to talk about days they 
were available for practices. It was really a great 
experience to be the teacher instead of the stu-
dent performing. I no longer was a dance student 
but a teacher who communicated with parents 
of dance students. At the end, the routine that 
I received help with was beautiful, and it will be 
performed once again,” Jones said.

Seniors who heard the ringing are eager for 
next semester and their turn.

“I have all my hours completed and current-
ly I am working on my journals. I am only a bit 
concerned about presenting in front of my class. 
Hearing the bell ring down the hallway makes 
me eager to ring the bell next semester,” senior 
Stephanie Gutierrez said.

GHS school system prides itself on giving stu-
dents multiple options to make their educa-

tions their own. Some seniors are taking advan-
tage of that through new programs.

“I’m doing early graduation because I’m 
ready to move on from GHS and start the next 
chapter of my life,” senior Lindsey Alfrey said. 
“I didn’t participate in many activities or attend 
many school events, but there will be differences 
when I graduate.”

Early graduation gives students a head start 
toward their careers.

“I get to graduate early, then start cosmetol-
ogy school in February,” senior Brittany Manda-
bach said. “It’s going to give me a head start on 

my cosmetology career. I’m passionate about this 
because I’ve always loved seeing the before and 
after effects of hair and makeup.”

Mrs. Lisa Laug, counselor, understands that 
there are student goals that require early gradu-
ation.

“It’s about what the motivation is for stu-
dents, and that differs by the student. Some stu-
dents are just ready to be finished and move on, 
and some of them are moving on to go to college 
next semester already,” Mrs. Laug said. “Some 
of them are using that time that was spent here 
every day to work more hours to save money for 
whatever that next phase is or to go ahead and 
start a real, post-secondary job. Some students 
will graduate early to start a military career. It just 
varies by the student.”

Alfrey is using her extra time to do what she 
loves.

“I’m passionate about animals,” Alfrey said. 
“I care about their well-being and comfort. 
Some owners will wait six months to get their 
pet groomed, and that saddens me. I work as a 
pet groomer so that I can take care of them.”

Some seniors may miss the seniority while 
others want to expand.

“It’s such a personal decision,” Mrs. Laug 
said. “Some seniors may want to stay until May, 
especially since their senior year is such an excit-
ing time and there’s lots of fun. But for other stu-
dents, they’re ready to move on, and for students 
who have completed their requirements and are 
eager to get to the next step, then I think I would 
say it’s something worth looking into. They can 

see if it would fit their plans.”
Early graduation only works for some stu-

dents, though.
“Graduating early is not for everyone,” 

Mandabach said. “For people who are ready to 
take that next step in life, like me, I think it’s a 
great idea. I know I’m going to miss things like 
tennis but the high school experience was not for 
me.

Students must meet requirement in order to 
qualify.

“Being caught up on your credits is the first 
step,” Mrs. Laug said. “The students who are 
graduating early need to complete one semester 
of English over the summer before their senior 
year and either government or economics so that 
they can finish in one semester.”

Blanca Ortega
Reporter

English 12 students
present Capstones

GHS earns A from state

Dillon Cloyd
Editor-in-Chief

“The project helped me 
realize what career I 

want to go into and let 
me explore my major.”
-senior Alyssa Stilley

“Make sure you get the 
project done. If you 

don’t, you’ll rush it and it 
won’t turn out as well.”

-senior Devon Bowman

“I met my mentor at my 
church, and he even 

offered me an internship 
after I graduate.”

-senior Ricardo Ayala

Seniors are required to create portfolios and presentations. They present at Senior Boards in front of judges 
from the community. Carly Bridges photo


