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The most wonderful time of the year can be stressful without a plan.
Christmas comes with many fun opportunities to experience and enjoy with loved ones. However, the season is very busy, so it 

is important to know where and when everything is taking place. 
One experience that is affordable or free is looking at Christmas lights. This can be as easy as driving around different neighborhoods 

to see the effort put in by the community to increase festivity. Middle Street in Greenwood has a crazy display that my family always goes 
to every year. It is free and fun for the whole family to look at different lights and displays. The Circle of Lights at Monument Circle is 
beautiful at this time of year with the Soldiers and Sailors Monument strung with lights and large toy soldiers standing around the circle. 
If looking for a more intense light show, the lights at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway are a great option. There is a $30 entry fee per 
car, but it is impressive. Christmas at the Zoo is a fun way to spend time with friends, and it is open until Dec. 30. 

Conner Prairie has Holidays on the Prairie; people can travel around the prairie by candlelight. Though students may think that 
this event will be boring, it is not. Students have the opportunity to learn about different cultures and how they celebrated Christmas in 
1836. Conner Prairie also has a gingerbread village with a multitude of gingerbread houses designed by people of all ages.

At the Indiana Historical Society, there is a Festival of Trees. Eighty stylishly decorated trees are displayed, all of them with different 
themes. There are themed scavenger hunts, and if students are still in a festive mood after Christmas, the exhibit is open until Jan. 5. 
Beef & Boards Dinner Theater is performing “Elf: the Musical” until Dec. 31. The Children’s Museum’s Jolly Days Winter Wonderland 
would be great for a student with a younger sibling. 

Whether seeing a few Christmas lights or seeing a Christmas musical, remember the most important part of this season is spending 
time together.

Black Friday could have been stressful for shoppers, but student workers dealt with the stress of 
rude customers, confusing deals and long hours as well.
Senior Brittany Mandabach works at Osh Kosh Carter’s, a baby clothing store. On Black Friday, 

she worked from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
“Ahead of time, we had to move around some big fixtures so it would be easier to walk around,” 

Mandabach said. “We also had to create a line with duct tape on the floor and use ropes so that people 
knew where to go. To prepare us, they told us just to keep a smile on our faces and try to keep the 
store as clean as possible; however, the store was wrecked in the end, and there was not a folded item.”

Senior Tatiana Andrade works at Target in the shipping department; she picks orders from the 
store then prepares them to be shipped out. She worked Thanksgiving, Black Friday, and the Saturday 
and Sunday after; with Cyber Monday sales, she also remained busy filling orders the Tuesday after. 
To prepare for the overflow of orders, weeks prior, a stress test was run.

“For the stress test, we didn’t pick items from the store for two days straight, and we picked, 
prepped and packed all on a Sunday,” Andrade said. “We did three days’ worth of work in one day. 
We did that to make sure that the server wasn’t going to explode or anything because all of the trans-
actions would be lost, and that wouldn’t be good, especially because on Black Friday, there are about 
three times as many orders.”

Junior Ally Hussing works at JCPenney in the mall; she worked on both Thanksgiving and Black 
Friday.

“It was very stressful and chaotic because I was on recovery,” Husung said. “That means that you 
need to fix the fitting rooms. Everyone put the clothes inside-out on the hangers and left them in the 

fitting rooms, so when I was trying to get in to fix it, people were trying on clothes already, and it was 
a mess. You also fold clothes, and if you see hangers on the floor, you pick them up. I would organize 
things, but two minutes later they’d be a mess again. People kept misplacing things they didn’t want 
anymore on the wrong table, so they’d put it with a different sale than what was on the original table. 
That made customers mad.”

Senior Vivian Dang worked from 3-9 p.m. at Walmart on Thanksgiving.
“My main job during the actual Black Friday sale, which started at 6 on Thanksgiving, was to 

regulate lines to the cash registers,” Dang said. “My managers said, ‘If you see people taking stuff, just 
to let them so that we don’t start any drama.’ Mostly, though, there were just rude customers; they 
didn’t understand why we had so many lines, and they couldn’t just go into any line they wanted. 
We had specific lines for everyone. If they saw an empty line, they couldn’t just cut over to it because 
that’s not fair to everyone who had been waiting. I just ignored them mostly, and let it go if they were 
being rude. We can’t be rude back or anything.”

At Osh Kosh Carter’s, Mandabach faced similar problems with customers losing their patience 
in line.

“The only thing that was really annoying was that people didn’t want to get in line,” Mandabach 
said. “They kept trying to cut and get to other registers. Whenever I was helping someone else, they 
would butt in and act like they were the number one priority. I tried to be polite saying, ‘I’ll help you 
in a moment’ and ‘I’ll be with you as soon as I can’ and would try to get a coworker to help them out. 
In the end, though, they were pretty mad when we had to tell them to move.”

Andrade ran into a problem with facing customers during the rush.
“When I go to pick items from the store, we get big red carts that we scan things into,” Andrade 

said. “So everything in the cart has already been ordered, and it’s for people that already paid for it. I 
would have people trying to grab things from my cart, and I would have to be respectful saying, ‘Hey, 
sorry, these orders are already paid for.’ Then they’d be like, ‘Well, what do you mean?’ and they’d get 
very angry with me because it’d be the last one of something. It’d be in their face, but they couldn’t 
have it.”

Chaos ensued behind-the-scenes in the shipping department at Target as well.
“In the back, it was definitely chaotic because everyone was ordering online, since it’s easier to 

order than it is to go into the store,” Andrade said. “There were 3,000 orders that we had to get done 
with a team of 20, so we were going crazy, and we had to pull people from the front into the back. 
We had to set up extra tables in the back so that people could help pack. It was a team of 50 people 
in the back, packing like crazy. It also just kept getting worse because after Black Friday, it was Cyber 
Monday so even more orders were coming in.”

Hussung faced upset customers at JC Penny.
“Everyone needed help finding things, and if we didn’t have them, then they got mad,” Hus-

sung said. “This guy brought in a magazine of something we were supposed to have in store, and we 
had six employees looking for that outfit. None of us could find it, and he got really mad and started 
cursing at us. We just had to tell him that we were sorry and that he could order online, but there was 
nothing else we could do really. Black Friday in the end was the most stressful thing I’ve ever done.”

Many students found the experience exhausting. Dang was glad, at least, for a change from what 
she normally does.

“I was exhausted in the end. I normally am folding clothes, but this was different from what I 
usually do, so I still had fun,” Dang said.

The Hilbert Circle Theatre holds a wonderful annual show called the 
Yuletide Celebration. This event gathers people of all ages to celebrate 

Christmas and the joy it brings.
This year was the 33rd annual Yuletide Celebration, sponsored by IPL 

and hosted by Jack Everly, Angela Brown and Josh Kaufman. 
Before the show, various holiday icons such as reindeer, 

penguins and elves greet everyone. 
Once inside, everyone faces an extremely crowded lobby 

and even more mascots. There were tables as well, lined with 
cookies, water, hot chocolate and other holiday favorites as 
well as a bar at which to grab a soda or alcoholic drink.

A live organist playing Christmas tunes on a Wurlitzer Or-
gan as well as a giant pine tree decorated in many types of orna-
ments and tinsel set the stage, too.

About half an hour before the show is the ideal time to get 
settled while avoiding major human traffic jams although there 
are two floors and finding seats can be a little difficult. Luckily, 
there are plenty of volunteers to help.

The beautiful auditorium has a large set piece on the stage 
that frames a red curtain. The set piece looks like a snow-cov-
ered castle entrance with two towers on either side and Christ-
mas trees as well. At the top is a small golden bronze oval that 
reads ‘The Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra MMII,’ and just 
above it is a depiction of a violin and trumpet in front of leaves 
with bells and bows.

Lights aimed at the curtain depict snowflakes, and there 
are also lights constantly moving around the audience, creating 
a snowflake in the crowd that strangely enough none of them 
could see. It’s almost as if they are trying to blind everyone 
before the show starts.

Once the show begins, a voice overhead introduces the 
hosts and the ISO as the curtain rises and glorious voices that 
sent chills down my spine. Several men and women on stage 
sing Joy to the World in perfect harmony. 

The show then moves to Jingle Bells which was staged as a 
bit of a competition for two of the hosts, Kaufman and Brown. 
This began with Kaufman and three women singing; but in 
the middle, Brown comes on stage riding in a swan with three 
men in red plaid suits guiding it. They then sang their half be-
fore finishing the song together.

Next were dolls in green dresses and red wigs, some in 
pony tails and others in high buns looking like Cindy-Lou 

Who in the live action movie, ‘The Grinch’ They spelled out several words 
with lettered blocks and even performed the can-can. This is a dance that 
leaves skirts and legs flying at rapid speeds causing laughter throughout the 
crowd.

There were also tap dancing Santas that spun in circles and ended up 
forming a kick line towards the end, all while the ISO played ‘Santa’s Com-
ing to Town’.

There were many skits like this during the show as well as heartfelt songs 
sung by a chorus. Although my personal favorites were a skit called Santa’s 
choice, where Santa, Rudolph and two other judges held a singing compe-
tition where a turkey ‘took its feathers off’, and the one Yuletide tradition 
which has been untouched for all 33 years, T’was the Night Before Christ-
mas.  

Of course, it is impossible to leave out The Enchanted Toy Shop, a skit 
that tells the tale of a lonely toymaker whose toys come to life to dance for 
him and bring him joy. 

The show ends with a complete cast bow and a thanks for attendanees 
and sponsors. The curtains close as the audience and cast all sing “We Wish 
you a Merry Christmas” and fake snow is dispensed from the ceiling creating 
a magical ending that has filled my heart with joy for 15 straight years. 

Every year the show changes just a bit, but it always has the same effect, 
a heartwarming start to the holiday season and amazing performances that 
leave audience members in awe of not only the pure talent of the cast but the 
amount of hard work that clearly goes into it every year.
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Students work Black Friday

Drive around & look at Christmas lights
Middle Street lights
Circle of Lights
Indianapolis Motor Speedway
Christmas at the Zoo
Holidays on the Prarie
Festival of Trees
Beef and Boards Elf: The Musical
Jolly Days Winter Wonderland

Yuletide’s annual celebration 
is held at the Hilbert Circle 
Theatre. As guests walked 
around, an organist played. 
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