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Eric Reingardt
Reporter

Car crashes are the number one cause of death 
among teens in the U.S..
With teen driving casualties happening 30 

seconds away from our high school, students 
need to be aware of the dangers that come with 
a license.

Cell phones are a great way to communicate 
with friends. They are also the number one dis-
traction that teens deal with on the road. These 
devices eliminate our ability to see the road and 
put more than passengers in danger. Use settings 
such as 
“Do not 
d i s t u r b 
w h i l e 
d r i v i n g ” 
or silence 
the phone 
and leave it 
in an inaccessible place while on the road. Not 
only will this save a life or a car, but it will pre-
vent a hefty ticket. Since 2015, it is illegal for any-
one under the age of 21 to use a cell phone while 
driving. Getting pulled over for this end in a $500 
ticket and the possibility of a suspended license. 

Wintery conditions are nerve-wracking 
for even the most experienced drivers. When a 

young driver gets behind the wheel under icy 
conditions, it requires complete attention and 
patience. Some ways to prevent accidents while 
driving in the snow are:

• Ensure tires are properly inflated
• Keep gas tanks at least half full
• Accelerate and brake slowly
• Increase following distance
• Take extra time around curves and down 

slopes. 
These tips enables all four wheels to maintain 

traction and 
prevent ac-
c i d e n t s . 
These tips 
should es-
pecially be 
heeded in 
the morn-

ing when ice is a much larger factor.
Finally, remember all rules from drivers edu-

cation. One major safety factor is to allow enough 
time to get somewhere safely. People rushing to 
get somewhere are much more likely to drive ag-
gressively and illegally. Leave five minutes earlier 
than usual to avoid the stress and rush of arriving 
on time. It could save lives.

Timberlines advises 
students to drive safely

Not many companies can say they are well known for their birthday 
cards and cable channel: two things that do not really correlate. But 

Hallmark can claim that statement. Much like the birthday cards they 
print, Hallmark movies and TV series are infamous for cheesy and sappy 
writing. 

Hallmark’s audience seems to be perfectly okay with it as their rat-
ings steadily increase since their launch in 2001. What is their secret? 
Consistency. Hallmark has a formula for making their movies and shows, 
and they stick with it. 

Usually the formula involves the death of a parent and the other par-
ent needing help from their child to form a connection, big city guy learns 
a lesson when he goes to a small town, or when it’s Christmas there is 
usually a Scrooge/Grinch story where the character is cold-hearted and 

against the spirit of Christmas, but warms up to it and falls in love, or something along those lines. 
It’s the very definition of corny; moreover, almost every one of their films and series are extremely 
predictable. Despite all this, they still maintain a sturdy fan-base. 

But personally, the shows on Hallmark that I enjoy and are very original aren’t even made by 
Hallmark. They are re-runs of older shows like “Golden Girls” and “I Love Lucy.” But it is clear that 
the channel’s demographic is the elderly. Which explains a lot. 

The younger generations will be more critical of shows with predictable twists and lower-grade 
acting, but don’t Hallmark productions resemble shows and films from the 50s and 60s? In early tele-
vision, acting in front of a camera was still relatively new and few people could say they had ever done 
it. So by modern standards, old films and TV shows are of poor quality and what is considered cliché 
today, was new back then. So I have reason to believe the elderly may feel nostalgic with Hallmark 
programs.

As for me as a millennial, I get nostalgia from SpongeBob and Transformers, so naturally my 
tastes will be different from my grandma who feels nostalgic for “The Andy Griffith Show.” So yes, 
Hallmark programs are cheesy and predictable, but when it comes down to it, if a show brings some-
one joy, then what is wrong with that? I can change the channel.

I love Christmas. Everyone seems a little more considerate, accommo-
dating and compassionate. This season tends to bring out the warmth 

in people, and I believe that Christmas decorations remind people of 
this. For this reason, decorations should be hung as early as possible so 
this kindness can linger longer. 

This argument can really only pertain to decorating before Decem-
ber, not after. I feel like keeping Christmas decorations up too long 
after the holiday is depressing. It is a sign that the commercial season of 
giving has ended, and although it is never a wrong time for giving back 
to others, Christmas is often an easy opportunity to show appreciation 
toward loved ones. Since packing away the decorations is such a sad 

time, the answer once again seems obvious: put them up earlier.
Throughout November, I love to buy and place small Christmas 

knick-knacks around the house. I think it is a cute preview of what is to 
come in the next month. This also allows any family coming over for Thanksgiving to start to feel 
the general merriment of the holidays. It is also an exciting reminder for myself of the warm and cozy 
times soon approaching.

I like to start the bulk of my Christmas decorating on Black Friday. Thanksgiving is officially 
over, and now it is time for the tree to go up and the branches to go from sparse to sentimental. 
The stockings are hung, the lights are strung, and garland is added where needed. The Christmas-
themed cups and plates are unpacked and washed, and no table is left bare. Once again, family over 
on Thanksgiving can get a hint of what they will be seeing in a few short weeks. 

For my family, this adds to the general holiday excitement; the decorating process is a reminder 
that we will soon be reunited and celebrating merrily together. After all, is that not what this season 
is all about?

Faith Peebles
Entertainment Editor

A Center Grove 
student was 

caught on cam-
era flopping on the 
ground as a Cathe-
dral student shot a 
free throw. The rea-
soning for this flop-

ping is currently 
under investiga-
tion. 

That night, during the 
Center Grove and Cathedral 
varsity basketball game, the 
Center Grove student was 
performing a number of dis-
tracting poses. The flopping 
pose was brought to our at-
tention because it seemed the 
boy was imitating one of the 
basketball player’s epilepsy 
which caused him to have 
seizures. When the video of 
the Center Grove fan was 
published on Twitter, people 
were outraged.

I do not know what that 
Center Grove fan was imi-
tating during the basketball 
game. I am not going to focus 
on that, and neither should 
you. Let us focus on the point 
that people were outraged. 
They were outraged because 
they believed fans were per-
sonally attacking someone on 
the basketball court. 

Now, let us take a step 
back and talk about GHS. Al-
though GHS has not had a vi-
ral incident like this one, as a 
school we are not immune to 
this type of behavior. Each year every school re-
ceives 100 sportsmanship points that can be tak-
en away for any misconduct by players, coaches, 
and fans during  sporting events. 

Our fans were responsible for the majority of 
points lost last year. 

That is not okay. 
Let us now go back to the idea that people 

were outraged when they believed fans were 
personally attacking someone on the basketball 
court. If we are assuming the worst, that this 
Center Grove fan was imitating a seizure, every-
one could agree that what he was doing is wrong. 

So, my question is why is it not wrong when 
we mock officials for their appearance?  Why is it 
not wrong when we yell rumors about players on 
the opposing team across the gym? Why is it not 

wrong when we search for a 
weak spot in one another 
and capitalize on it in a pub-
lic manner? 

Anyone would probably 
agree that all of those points 
make sense. Some may ar-
gue that in a setting such as a 
sporting event rules are dif-
ferent and people should not 
be so sensitive. 

What I have to say to 
them is that there is no trig-
ger in our brain that turns off 
our ability to feel emotions 
when we are being person-
ally attacked.Our brains, 
hearts, and senses of self are 
the same in a basketball gym 
or on a football field that it is 
during a family dinner. 

Personal attacks are 
never okay. 

We are all sensitive and 
self conscious about at least 
one part of ourselves. We all 
get embarrassed when that 
weakness is brought to oth-
ers’ attention. We all know 
that gut-wrenching feeling, 
the one that  makes us want 
to ball up and hide. 

Sports are supposed to 
be fun ways for communities to get together to 
do something they all enjoy. So how about we 
quit the insults, the personal comments, and 
negativity? Instead, get a bag of popcorn, sit with  
friends, and cheer on YOUR team. 

Cheer for YOUR team

Christmas decor spreads cheer

Hallmark brings nostalgia for some 
with cheesy, sappy storylines 

Haley Pritchett
Impact Editor-in-Chief


