
There are not many towns or 
cities that hit the ideal traits 

for being perfect small towns. 
Although Greenwood may 

not be considered the smallest 
of towns, there is just a feeling 
that everybody knows every-
body, even if somebody doesn’t 
know the 
o t h e r , 
they are 
still polite 
and help-

ful no matter the circumstance.
Many towns have unique and 

well-known restaurants. I would be 
willing to bet that few towns have as 
unique or cool ones like this as Green-
wood. From March to October every 
year, there is no better ice cream served 
than that being dished out at Mrs. 
Curl’s. From unique dishes like the 
Blue Goo topping or just simply hav-
ing the best soft served ice cream, it is 
very hard to beat the greatness of Mrs. 
Curl. When it is a hot summer day 
and the line wraps all the way around 
the building, people may wonder why 
they are waiting when they could go the Dairy Queen and 
be in and 
out in two 
minutes. But 
then, they 
get their de-
licious ice 
cream and 
realize why: 
there is not 
a single place 
where you 
can get this 
good of ice 
cream with 
this good 
of service, 
made by lo-
cal people. 
I think they 
would be 
hard-pressed to find another place this good outside of 

Greenwood. 
Another more than delicious and unique place is Ros-

coe’s Tacos, a fantastic restaurant sitting on Madison Ave-
nue.  There is nothing glamorous about Roscoe’s. It is in an 
extremely basic building with a very basic menu featuring 
only tacos, burritos and nachos. Despite being this simple, 
I would challenge anyone to find better tacos and nachos 
for the price, than Roscoe’s. With their many delicious 

homemade hot sauces 
and great service. this 
place is just another 
example of a Green-
wood hometown fix-
ture. 

The first two 
places that I men-
tioned that make 

Greenwood 
so great were 
food joints, 
and all any-
one has to do 
is go down 
Main Street 
or Madison 
Avenue. But 
what re-
ally makes 
Greenwood, 
Greenwood, 
is the peo-
ple. When 
we go to a 
Greenwood 
High School 
s p o r t i n g 
event on a 
Friday night, 
and like we 

know everyone there. We might have people 
in need and strangers, friends, and neighbors 
stepping up to help them. It is GHS Winter-
ization, high-schoolers volunteer to prepare 
people’s homes for the winter just because, 
I moved to Greenwood in fourth grade from 
a school that was much smaller than Green-
wood and sat in a much smaller town. Despite 
this, I never once felt the friendly and family 
attitude that comes with living in and attend-

ing school in Greenwood. 
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Unimpressed reader 
praises movie

Greenwood leaves 
its mark on citizen

For the first time ever, I will admit that the movie 
is better than the book.
I was unimpressed by the book Dumplin’ by Ju-

lie Murphy. When I read it, I felt the characters were 
under-developed and the story was lacking an ele-
ment that I could not put a finger on. The plot was 
a little slow as well. But then, I watched the movie.

I felt that this movie was so well done. I laughed 
at the characters’ jokes, cried at their internal strug-
gles and rejoiced in their successes. I felt like I was a 
part of the story.

Dumplin’ is centered around Willowdean Dick-
son, a southern Dolly Parton fanatic. She was basically 

raised by her aunt, until her aunt passes away when Will is in high school. She is 
left to cope with grief and the social strains of being an overweight teen with a 
beauty pageant queen mother, played by Jennifer Anniston. 

Willowdean Dickson is such a relatable character. I admired her longing for 
justice, felt her grief, and reacted to situations in the same way she did. I defi-
nitely felt the story more watching the movie than I did when I read the book. I 
appreciate that the plot is not just about a teenaged girl finding a boy who solves 
all her problems. Though there is romance involved, it is not the focal point of 
Dumplin’.

Usually I am not one to cry in movies. I do not get emotional when it comes 
to movies or books, but this movie hit so close to home that I could not help it. 
I felt this story deep in my heart. 

I would give Dumplin’ 4.5 out of 5 stars. It was thought-provoking and 
deep, but it still made me laugh. It is a story of friendship, love and finding your-
self without feeling overly cheesy.

In the 
1 9 7 0 ’ s 

and 80’s, 
the Rocky 
m o v i e s 
d o m i -
nated the 
box office 
with the 
entertain-
ing and 
i n s p i r -

ing story 
of Rocky Balboa, a boxer who came 
from nothing to win the boxing title.

In the movies, Apollo Creed is 
Rocky’s former rival-turned-best-
friend. In Rocky IV, Creed fights 
the giant Russian Ivan Drago. Creed 
is killed in the fight, and Rocky later 
avenges his friend’s death with a vic-
tory over Drago. 

The Creed movies are following 
a similar storyline to the Rocky mov-
ies and achieving just as much success 

at the box office. Adonis Creed is the 
son of Apollo and wants to be a boxer 
like his father. When he starts show-
ing boxing promise, Rocky begins to 
train his friend’s son. In the first Creed 
film, Adonis fights current cham-
pion “Pretty” Ricky Conlan, and al-
though he does not win, shows the 
heart that made Rocky famous. In the 
first Rocky film, Balboa fights Apollo 
Creed. He loses but shows the tough-
ness and heart that would endear him 
to fans. This is just one of the many 
similarities between the storylines of 
these two film series. 

In Creed, Adonis’ came out of 
nowhere onto the boxing scene, and 
fans were taken aback when they saw 
him compete with Conlan. The film 
ended with Creed suffering a close 
loss to Conlan in the 12th round of 
the fight. However, this established 
him as an up and coming boxing con-
tender. The opening scenes of Creed 
II show Adonis winning the world 

heavyweight championship over Dan-
ny “Stuntman” Wheeler. The begin-
ning of the movie also depicts the vil-
lain of the Rocky movies, Ivan Drago, 
training with his son Viktor Drago. 
While Creed grabs headlines after his 
championship victory, Drago trains 
in silence preparing for the chance to 
sanctify his father’s and get a victory 
over Creed.  In an attempt not to spoil 
the movie, I will just say there is two 
fights between Adonis Creed and Vik-
tor Drago, and the movie ends in typi-
cal Rocky fashion. 

In the end, I would recommend 
this film to anyone. It is an exciting 
action, action packed movie that fol-
lows up the first Creed movie well, 
and continues the historic string of 
Rocky movies. The movie has all the 
elements that fans love about these 
films: an underdog story, excitement 
and ultimately a comeback story. It 
will make fans want to get out of their 
seats and begin shadow boxing. 

Creed meets high expectations

Fortnite struggling 
to stay popular

Fo r t -
n i t e , 

a l though 
just being 
a w a r d e d 
the Gold-
en Joy-
stick for 
game of 
the year, 
is a slowly 
but surely 
d y i n g 

game.
 Fortnite is a game that falls un-

der the battle royale genre of games, 
which involves a large number of play-
ers in one big arena fighting until there 
is one team or person left standing. 
Fortnite also has other games modes, 
but the majority of the hype revolves 
around its battle royale mode. The 
battle royale genre is nothing new to 
the gaming scene. In the past couple 
of years, however it has exploded, with 
games from Minecraft Hunger Games 
to Player Unknown’s Battle Grounds; 
the battle royale genre is definitely the 
current fan favorite.

Fortnite has broken records with 
its large player base. Records include: 
most players online at the same time, 
most players to log into a game dur-
ing a month and currently the most 
actively played game on the internet. 
However this is not something we 
have not seen before. Every couple of 
years a game will get really popular and 
carry a lot of hype with it.

 But what makes Fortnite so 
popular? Many games in the past have 
carried a lot of hype such as Mine-
craft, and H1Z1 Battle Royale, have 
cost players money to buy the game, 
but Fortnite is free to play. That does 
not stop Epic Games from raking in 
money as players can use their money 
to buy skins and customize how their 
characters look. But even when games 
like Minecraft were at the top and cost 
players upwards of $15-$20 to play, 
that still did not stop new players com-
ing in with more than 100,000,000 
downloads. It is one of the most 
bought games of all time. 

The hype for Minecraft really 
blew up in the early 2010s with many 
Youtubers playing the game, but now-

a-days, it is nowhere near its former 
glory. Most of the servers have shut 
down but still have a very active player 
base but nowhere near the millions that 
Fortnite has. This is a great example of 
what happens to all great games; they 
die slowly but surely, and the Fortnite 
is sure to have the same fate. Another 
game could blow up and has a bunch 
of hype behind it that steals Fortnite’s 
popular player base, like what Fort-
nite did to Player Unknown’s Battle 
Ground player base or the player base 
could slowly die off over a span of time 
like Minecraft. 

At the end of last school year, I 
could not walk through the hallways 
of this school without seeing some-
one wearing Fortnite merch or talking 
about their latest victory royale. But 
nowadays, I walk rarely see anyone 
wearing the merch or talking about it. 
Nonetheless, the hype train that fol-
lowed Fortnite at the end of last school 
year has derailed. People still play the 
game, like a lot of people, and it is still 
growing. It has a certain something 
that most games lack, something new 
for the player to do. Most games just 
have a system where they beat the 
game or complete a list of challenges, 
and then all players they can do is re-
play them or redo the challenge, but 
every few months, Fortnite resets their 
seasons, and with that, the character 
levels are reset as well as the leader-
boards. At the beginning of every sea-
son, new skins are released for cosmet-
ic looks, and players have to grind to 
certain levels to reach these cosmetic 
skins they want as well as bring new 
challenges and more often than not, a 
major map change. 

This is what successful games have 
had incorporated in them: something 
that is constantly changing and mak-
ing the game fun with new challenges 
and new objective. The player base is 
constantly growing with big events 
that happen in-game that attract a lot 
of players in the game, but very few of 
those new players actually are still stay-
ing.

However, every game has its loyal 
fan base and as long as there is internet 
and Fortnite’s servers are up, players 
will still be getting their Victory Roy-
ales. 

Roscoe’s Tacos is a local 
hotspot. Round-about con-
struction this year, though, 
threatened its existence be-
cause getting to the restau-
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Greenwood High Schoo hosts  
many events in Johnson County. 
The new activities complex has 
made the school even more pop-
ular. Bridget Lindstrom photo
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Dumplin’ by Julie Murphy is a young adult novel published in 2015. Since then, it has 
been adapted into a movie that came to Netflix on Dec. 7. Grace Jackson photo

Mrs. Curl has been serving ice cream specialties to customers 
for more than 40 years. With downtown development, Mrs. Curl 
may move to a facility with indoor seating available. 
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