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I was face to face with a school shooter. 
In May  a 13- year- old- boy fired shots in Noblesville Middle School 

West during his second period class. He caused severe physical damage to 
a teacher and classmate. The girl is currently unable to wash her own hair 
and dress herself, and the teacher still has bullets in his body. Not only did 
he alter the lives of these two victims, he left the others in his path with 
haunting memories and anxiety. 
I was given the opportunity to hear his “disposition order” or what is 
referred to as a sentencing in adult court because of my internship with 
Mark Alesia, an Indy Star reporter. 

At 6 a.m. sharp, my mentor and I met for the drive to Noblesville. 
Mark gave me an update from what had happened at the court hearing a 
week before as well as answered the many questions I had about the case. 

When we arrived at the Hamilton County Courthouse, we had to wait in line for an hour before 
they would let us in the court waiting room. Because so many people were trying to attend the hear-
ing, we needed to make sure we arrived early enough to get a seat. We did and were some of the first 
ones in line. I, however, had taken Mark’s suggestion lightly to dress warm for the wait. I was wearing 
no socks with my flats and a coat that was meant more for fashion rather warmth. It was one of the 
longest hours of my life. 

Once in the courthouse waiting room, three of the IndyStar reporters huddled around the stairs 
to the courtroom. There was another hour we had to wait until we were allowed to go up the stairs. 
The waiting room began to fill. They looked at me, decided I had the best shot at getting up the stairs 
the fastest, and told me it was my job to run. I took that job very seriously. Once the doors opened, I 
sprinted, leaving every other member of the media and bystander behind me. I had gotten us the first 
spot in line, and I had never been more proud of myself. 

Then, there was another hour wait to be released into the courtroom. I listened and joined in 
on conversations with other reporters. It was interesting to hear all of the different opinions on what 
charges the juvenile should face. 

There were basically two different types of sentencings the juvenile could receive. What his par-
ents wanted was for him to go to St. Francis to a mental health rehabilitation wing. The state prosecu-
tors, however, wanted him put in a maximum security juvenile jail until he turned 18. 

When he walked into the courtroom, my stomach flopped. That was him, the boy who had 
committed a nightmare. Yet, he looked so normal. He looked exactly like what anyone would expect 
a 13-year-old-boy to look like. He was, however, wearing an orange and white striped shirt and his 
facial expressions were lifeless. 

The judge first explained that his job as a judge giving a juvenile a disposition order was to do 
whatever he could do to rehabilitate the boy in his best interest. He explained how he took that job 
very seriously and had spent hours upon hours reading every single document available about his case. 

Then, something snapped. The judge confronted the boy about his lack of emotion or remorse 
during the last hearing, even going as far to say that he rejected his apology. He also talked about the 
victims in great detail, highlighting how they will never be able to live their lives the way they had 
before because of his acts. 

The judge ruled in favor of the state prosecutors, and the boy will remain in high security juvenile 
jail until he turns 18. 

After the court disposition order, I was able to conduct interviews with attorneys using Mark’s 
voice recorder. He told me to hold it up any time I heard someone important talking. It felt pretty cool 
to be one of the reporters with recording device in the air. 

After we had the information we needed, we went back to the office to construct the story. Two 
hours later, the story was published. 
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‘Tis the season to reminisce on a love story for math teacher Mr. Cruze and athletic trainer Liz 
(formerly Crim) Cruze.

The GHS staff participates in a “Secret Santa” each December. In December of 2016, Mr. 
Cruze drew trainer Liz’s name.

“He did draw me for Secret Santa two years ago, and that was pretty cool. At the time, it was 
kind of one of those things where I questioned ‘Is this God putting us together?’ so it was just one 
of those signs that we both ignored for about another month,” Liz Cruze said.

The two reconnected post-Secret Santa.
“After Secret Santa was over, we were working a game together and talked about students’ dat-

ing relationships and what we valued in a significant other,” Mr. Christian Cruze said.
A few days later, trainer Liz took the courage to reach out again over Facebook messenger.
“She messaged me on Facebook and asked if I wanted to grab coffee, and I said I would rather 

do lunch as well, so we planned to go to Panera and ended up having a 9 hour date,” Mr. Cruze said.
A 9 hour lunch date stood out as a sign to the soon-to- be couple. 
“We went to Panera to talk over coffee, but we ended up staying there for nine hours just talk-

ing about life, and that was definitely a sign,” Liz Cruze said.
After dating for a year, their relationship came full circle in December of 2017.
“He proposed to me December 13th of last year at halftime of the boys basketball game. I don’t 

remember who we were playing or whether we won or lost. I just remember what we were wear-
ing. He was wearing purple because he knows purple is my favorite color,” Liz Cruze said.

The couple has shared eventful holiday seasons for the past two years, and this year they plan to 
celebrate yet another milestone—first Christmas as a married couple.

“We are obviously going to exchange gifts, and we plan to spend actual Christmas Day with my 
parents. It will be fun to be together, and Christmas will definitely be special to us,” Liz Cruze said.
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Bell ringing brings 
food to homeless
It’s a Wonderful Life has taught us that every 

time a bell rings, an angel gets its wings, and 
the Salvation Army ensures that the homeless get 
food and angels get wings. 

The Salvation Army has been spreading good 
will for more than 150 years, and their most 
popular meth-
od is through 
the bell-ring-
ers and their 
iconic, crimson 
kettles. Junior 
Maecee Ter-
hune is a vet-
eran of the tra-
dition.

“I started 
working for the 
Salvation Army 
with my family 
when I was re-
ally little, prob-
ably around six or seven. I love helping others out 
in any way I can, and working for the Salvation 
Army gives me the opportunity to do some good 
in our community,” Terhune said.

Like most of any jobs, there are perks and 
there are down-sides.

“I do remember when I was younger we did 
get laughed at quite a bit because of our Christ-
mas outfits and Santa hats, but I think it’s crazy to 
see just how many people actually donate to the 
Salvation Army,” she said.

Though anybody can enlist in the Salvation 
Army to help fight the war on poverty, Service 
Club has been particularly active in working for 
the charity. 

“This is my 4th year in the Service Club 
now. We have been participating in the Salvation 
Army for about two years, we start with picking 
a location to do the bell ringing, and this time 
we picked the mall. This coming week, we will 
be singing Christmas carols and the usual ringing 
and collecting.” senior Miriam Martinez, Service 
Club secretary, said. 

She added, “Last year, we signed up for the 
later shifts, I believe it was seven, so it was al-
ready dark, but we were supposed to be there for 

an hour. About 15 minutes into our shift, a guy 
collected our basket and just said ‘that’s all,’ so 
we weren’t able to collect as much. We were re-
ally confused because we had no idea who this 
guy was. We do think it was an official Salvation 
Army worker, but it was confusing to have our 
shift end so early, so for 10 minutes, we stayed 
out and just sang Christmas carols.” 

Often times the Salvation Army is associated 

with Christmas and the spirit of giving, but not 
as many people know about the organization’s 
year-round work, with programs like homeless 
shelters, rehabilitation facilities, food pantries 
and thrift stores.

“The food pantry is open Monday, Wednes-
day, and Friday from 12:30 to 2:45, so anybody 
who lives in Johnson County can come and get 
food, and we are open all year,” Ms. Julia Oster-
berg, Salvation Army food pantry service coor-
dinator said. “The money that’s collected in the 
kettles is used to fund us.” 

The Salvation Army is always in need of 
help, especially around the holidays.

“There are a few different ways you can join. 
We often hire people that need some extra in-
come during the holidays, and we try to help 
people who are in need by giving them seasonal 
positions, but many people volunteer. You can 
volunteer by going to our website, or I can sign 
you up over the phone,” Ms. Osterberg said.

When it comes to charity work, a little can 
go a long way.

 “For every two hours that we have some-
one working, it can raise enough money to feed 
a family of four for three days,” Osterberg said.

Musicians entertain shoppers

From the famous words of Buddy the Elf, “the 
best way to spread Christmas cheer is singing 

loud for all to hear.” And, the Jazz Choir is doing 
just that. 

On Dec. 8, a group of 24 students gathered 
outside Macy’s entrance at Greenwood Park 
Mall. Their goals was to spread Christmas cheer 
through carols.

“Our set included Rudolph the Red Nosed 
Reindeer, Jingle Bells, Have Yourself a Merry 
Little Christmas, and many other classics,” Se-
nior Maddy Poynter said. 

Senior Ashley Rodriguez shared her favorite 
song to sing.

“We sing many classics and some goofy 
C h r i s t m a s 
songs too,” 
Rodr iguez 
said. “My 
favorite song 
we sing is 
Silver Bells 
because the 
a c o u s t i c s 
sound good 
at the mall.” 

C h o i r 
m e m b e r s 
joined in for 

the season highlight.
“I had never done it before, but I know the 

choir has really enjoyed it,” senior Jonathan Gra-
ber said. “Hearing about it last year and all the 
fun they had made me excited to see what was in 
store this year. We have done this every year since 
Mr. Borns has been at Greenwood, so it has be-
come a traditions, which I think is pretty cool.”

Rodriguez, like Graber, participated simply 
because it is an enjoyable experience.

“The choir just likes to carol for fun,” Ro-
driguez said. We not only enjoy singing, but it 
also allows us to give back to the community.”

For senior Garrett Phillips, the co-leader of 
Greenwood’s choir program, the mall Christmas 
caroling was also a good way to get different choir 
groups performing together.

“Vocal Jazz goes to the mall with the Wind 
Ensemble to carol every year,” Phillips said. “We 
not only sing at the mall for fun, but it is also a 
great way to get Vocal Jazz and the Wind Ensem-
ble to do something together.”

Not only was Christmas caroling a fun expe-
rience, but the planned attire was too.

“We all dressed really nice in green and red 
like Christmas colors,” Graber said. “I wore 
green dress pants, a green vest, and a red tie.”

Phillips also planned on going all-out.
“I wore my red and green elf suit, which is 

definitely what I was most excited for,” Phillips 
said.

On Dec. 8, Music Department students sang “Rudolph the Red 
Nosed Reindeer” and other holiday favorites outside Macy’s. The 
choir performed for 30 minutes. Nick Benitez photo

Junior Arianha Rodriguez plays the key-
board for the Jazz Ensemble. The Jazz 
Ensemble also participated in mall carol-
ing. Nick Benitez photo

Vocal Jazz and Jazz Ensemble have entertained shoppers through 
caroling for the past six years. Nick Benitez photo

   “For every two hours that we 
have someone working, it can raise 
enough money to feed a family of 

four for three days.

“
”Ms. Julia Osterberg


