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UP TO 

date
Students who intend to attend 

the Snowcoming game and dance need 
to purchase tickets by the end 

of PowerHour 2 in the cafeteria. 

The boys basketball team will play in the 
Snowcoming game tonight against Perry 

Meridian. Tip-off is at 6 p.m.

Today is the final day 
to order a yearbook. 

Order forms are available 
in the front office.

The Greenwood administration is making strides to make GHS the best school 
possible. In order to continue improving, the front door entrance to the school 

is getting a makeover this summer.
“We have constantly been trying to update our facilities,” Dr. Kent DeKoninck, 

superintendent, said. “The entrance to our building is old and dated, so we plan on 
tearing it down and rebuilding it in order to beautify the front of the school.”

One reason for the update is increased safety and security.
“There is going to be a door that leads straight into the office from the foyer,” 

Mr. Todd Garrison, principal, said. “This door is going to increase visibility to see 
incoming guests and removes the chance that we lose people through the main 
doors. It adds an extra layer of security. There has also been problems with leaking, 
which is also causing us to replace concrete. Instead of constantly repairing it, we 
plan on totally rebuilding.”

Visibility is also a key update coming with the update.
“With the update, we are also adding LED lights to the entrance to make it 

brighter and safer,” Mr. Garrison said. “And, we are going to update the lights in 
the front courtyard to make that area brighter. Obviously, the brighter these places 
are, the safer they are.”

Some students say this update could have a positive impact on the school and 
even have suggestions.

“This could be a really cool thing,” senior Hunter Ross said. “They should also 
add in more plant life to the entrance. I don’t think they should do anything super 
elaborate. GHS has a really simple theme, and I don’t think a huge entrance would 
be suiting.”

The construction will not take place this school year.
“We don’t want to disrupt school at all, so we are going to wait until the sum-

mer to do this,” Dr. DeKoninck said. “We know we are losing the front entrance to 
the school, but we are only expecting it to take a few weeks.”

New teachers have been added to the GHS roster 
this semester. They teach entirely different sub-

jects but are all excited to start their new careers. 
Ms. Mackenzie Whissler went to GHS as a student 

and graduated with the Class of 2015.
“I loved Greenwood as a student, and I love it even 

more now that I am an employee,” she said. “I used to 
be a Greenwood summer camp counselor and created a 
special needs dance program in Greenwood called Ev-
eryone Dance Now.” 

Ms. Whissler joined the staff as a special education 
teacher.

“I would say these students are very pure of heart,” 
she said. “Giving them the resources to be successful is 
why I’m here.” 

Mr. Allen Figy is now teaching construction. He 
learned about the job opening from Mrs. Rhonda 
Warner, who works in the front office.

“Mrs. Warner informed me they needed a teacher 
here, so that led me to talk to Mr. Garrison. I am ex-
cited to teach construction here because there is a lot 
of freedom. With that, rules in my room are important 
because people can get hurt,” Mr. Figy said.

While Mr. Figy has taught before, this is his first 
time working in a high school.

“I’ve never taught in a high school before,” Mr. 
Figy said. “I’ve been really impressed with the staff and 
how much they help me as a new teacher.”

Mr. Pete Guipe is not a new face since he has 
worked in multiple positions in Greenwood since 
2001. He moved to ISS from special education because 
he felt it was a better fit for him.

“There was an opening because Mr. Lee is going 
back to school,” Mr. Guipe said. “I have not been do-
ing this that long, but we are trying to get their behav-
ior to change.”

A room with bean bags, lava 
lamps, calming colors, spe-

cial lighting and cozy blankets 
might be available to students 
who need to de-stress soon.

Anger is one of many natu-
ral human emotions, and the 
GHS guidance staff has plans to 
help students cope with stressful 
moments.

“As guidance counselors, 
we have always said that we 
needed something for our stu-
dents and to think outside the 
box when it comes to students 
having a way to deal with situ-
ations they face. We recently 
met with Jill Lambert, who is 
a special ed director in the ad-
ministration building, to ap-
prove of our idea for a sensory 
room. In general, we want the 
sensory room to be available for 
anyone who is having a bad day 
and needs to take a moment to 
debrief,” Mrs.Tanya Fenner, 
guidance counselor, said. 

The project is in its begin-
ning stages.

“Right now, the sensory 
room is still an idea, and the 
logistics of it all are hard, and I 
hope that we can have one next 
year. The main problem that 
we are facing right now is that 
we have no extra room to take 
over and remodel it as a sensory 
room,” Mrs. Fenner said. 

 Money will not be an issue, 
though. 

“The sensory room that we 
are planning to have is to have a 
free space for students to go in 
and do yoga, mediate or have 
hands-on things. I personally 
envision that all 1,200 plus kids 
can enter this room and settle 
down instead of coming down 
to our guidance counselor offic-
es where it is uncomfortable for 
students. We are also planning 
to have staff members rotate and 
take turns looking over the sen-
sory room so that students are 
safe at all times,” Mrs. Fenner 
said. 

Teachers who do not work 
with students who need accom-
modations in class on a day-to-
day basis agree that a sensory 
room is a great idea, too.

“Getting away and having 
a quiet room to be in is a great 
idea because students need to 
get away and focus on the prob-
lem. It’s a lot better for those 
who have emotional issues that 
get out of control,” Mrs. Sandy 
James, psychology teacher, said.
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New teachers arrive at GHS for second semester


