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 Basketball team plays in first Homecoming game

The cheers from the crowd echo through the gym, bouncing off the shiny floors and mixing with 
the squeak of basketball shoes. Tonight is GHS’s first Homecoming basketball game.
“I think it is great we are having a Homecoming game this year,” senior Devin Lester, forward, 

said. “Football has always gotten the love with Homecoming and a pep rally, and it is nice to have one 
for basketball this year too.”

Tonight’s game is against Perry Meridian.
“Last year, we beat Perry by 20, but this year they have a new coach, Mark James, making them 

a whole different team,” Lester said. “Normally, a Mark James coached team is very disciplined, 
and normally Perry is a very aggressive team, so as of now I am unsure how those two aspects have 
blended.”

Many starters have high expectations for tonight.
“I am looking forward to tonight because the atmosphere will be really exciting to play in due to 

the fact that it is our first homecoming game,” junior Bryce Hoffman, guard, said. “I expect the team 
to compete at the highest level possible and to really go out on the court and give it our all. Personally, 
my goal is to be the best teammate possible. I am extremely excited and think it is very cool that we 
get a Homecoming, too. It should be fun.”

Although tonight is the Homecoming game, setting it apart from others, the players still have 
pregame rituals they swear by.

 “Before every game, I have to do two things,” senior TJ Price said. “I always roll my socks and 

eat peanut butter crackers before.”
Lester also has a ritual before he steps on the court.
“My pregame ritual is before my name is announced, I always pray and make sure my mom is 

watching over me and my team for the game,” Lester said.
Although they are looking good this season, the boys know how to stay motivated after a loss.
“After we lose a game, I just try to work harder and channel the mistakes I made, so they don’t 

happen again,” Hoffman said.  
Price has a similar way to deal with losses.
“Every loss to me is a learning experience,” Price said. “We realize what we did wrong, learn 

from our mistakes, work to fix them, and use that knowledge to improve our game.”
Due to the fact that it is the first Homecoming basketball game, there will be large crowds to-

night. Although the fans will be noisy, the players will not let it affect their game play negatively.
“Honestly, the crowd doesn’t make much of a difference because most of the time I don’t even 

hear anything the student sections say,” Lester said. “The only time a crowd affects my play is when 
we are making a run and our crowd gets loud and excited, but that is a positive effect that helps the 
team.”

There will be a lot of excitement brought to the gym tonight due to the special circumstances, 
which is encouraging to the team.

“I am looking forward to the game and being able to bring all the excitement of a homecoming 
week and the themes to an end with a win,” Lester said. “I expect there to be a lot of excitement 
in this game due to the dance after, and I think we will handle it well and be able to end with a win 
before the dance.”

Principal braves snowstorm for Colts

The passion for Colts football has never been hin-
dered by weather. Just think back to the 2017 Colts 

vs Bills game when the scoreboard was not visible due 
to a winter storm.

Principal Todd Garrison can relate to these field 
conditions as he braved a winter storm for the Colts vs 
Kansas City playoff game. The drive was treacherous, 
but it was all in the name of football.

“We were on the road for 10 hours Friday night,” 
Mr. Garrison said. “We all stayed awake the whole 
drive so that we could keep an eye on the road and let 
our driver know if we saw something dangerous in the 
road. On the trip, we were always within a slick spot or 
a bad turn away from a bad night. If we went through 
one incident that took us off the road, it would have 
ruined the entire trip. There were 65 cars and trucks 

off of the road just on the way there the roads were 
not great, but we passed the time by telling stories and 
jokes the whole ride. We pulled in, and it was a huge 
relief.”

Mr. Garrison enjoyed spending time with his 

friends and cheering on his hometown team.
“I think it’s the fellowship of all the friends that 

made it great. We met up with a large group and then 
got set up to tailgate. We enjoy the comradery and 
sharing the experience of the first time being there, 
and I really enjoy that. I really like traveling and spend-
ing time with the guys. We definitely got harassed by 
some Kansas City fans. We were visitors and felt out-
numbered by them. We kept hearing ‘ain’t no dome 
today.” 

Mr. Garrison enjoyed Kansas City as much as the 
game.

“I liked going to the game, but it would have 
been so much better if the Colts just competed. Even 
though the game wasn’t a great one, we did spend 
some time enjoying the city. Kansas City is famous for 
their ribs so I ate a lot of those before we left. The ride 
back only took us seven hours. It really was a fun trip,” 
Mr. Garrison said.
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As the wrestling season nears it ends, they must prepare for Sectionals.
It is a big step going from middle school to high school varsity, for freshmen

“It is such a big step from going to middle school to high school, so I have to perform better in 
practice. The coaches have high expectations for me, and it’s a little harder this year from middle 
school where the opponents weren’t as strong. But, now I’m at a varsity level where people I face 
are stronger and more experienced than me. Although it’s hard I think that I can do it,” freshman 
Tyler Maxwell said.

The weight classes are hard even at a varsity level, but the wrestling Sectional will be harder.
“My weight class is hard enough as it is, my opponents are usually just really fast and strong, 

I’ve only beat two people in my Sectional, but the way the sectionals work is that it’s a team score. 
Whether you move up or not to Regionals is individual so the way the bracket works it might be 
in my favor so I will most likely have a first round bye. I think that I can do well regardless of the 
bracket,” Maxwell said.

Practicing to the fullest helps athletes get their edge on the opponents.
“During practices, it can go either way, some days it’s very fatiguing to go hard, and I just 

don’t feel to go hard but I go hard anyway despite what I feel that day because I know that if I go 
hard I will get an edge on my opponents in my Sectional,” Freshmen Cameron Beath said.

They have to go hard in order to reach victory in Sectionals.
“My individual sectional will go alright. There’s a lot of good teams in my sectional, but that’s 

just where I have to pick up the pace in practices and focus more on perfecting drills or moves that 
will help me win. When big meets come up, I usually go all out which I think has prepared me a 
lot for Sectionals, and the coaches have definitely made it to where we are prepared,” Beath said.

The team has high expectations compared to previous years.
“I feel like we will do pretty good overall. Compared to previous years, we are good, at least 

our coaches say. They said we just put a lot more effort than other years, which I feel is true because 
in practices we constantly put in effort to make ourselves better, especially now when we have 
Sectionals coming up,” freshman Ian Flowers said.

They haven’t had the greatest year, but they have high hopes.
“The team has about an equal record. We have won as many as we lost, but we’ve had some 

drawbacks that have stopped us from winning more matches. Some days, we wouldn’t give our full 
effort, tough meets, and days where we were off. The pace has picked up some so I think that our 
Sectionals will easier than previous meets,” Flowers said.

Major changes are in store 
for the football team as 

long-tenured coaches leave.
Coach Jerrod Watson and 

Coach Rick Guipe are leav-
ing. Coach Guipe has a 30-year 
coaching career, including 19 at 
GHS. 

“I am going to miss the guys 
I coached with tremendously, 
seeing them every day,” Coach 
Guipe said. “I am going to miss 
the guys I coached tremendous-
ly, and I am definitely going to 
miss getting ready for those big 
games. Sitting down on a Sat-
urday morning and preparing is 
something I’ll miss.”

Meanwhile, Coaches Brad 
Clark, Doug Raker and Kyle 
Nixon are stepping up.

“I’m so excited for my se-
nior season to play with some 
of my closest friends and team-
mates,” junior Joe Bassler, line-
backer, said. “With coaches like 
Kyle Nixon stepping up, we can 
really connect with him because 
he’s closer to our age and he has 
really been helping us this off-
season.”

Coach Nixon, a graduate of 
GHS, has been a motivator this 
off-season. 

“He has motivated me and 
pushed me to my limit every 
day,” sophomore Michael Lop-
er, defensive back, said. “Be-
cause of that, I know I am better 
due to coaches like him and all 
the other coaches.”

With changes coming, 
players are just excited to im-
prove over last season.

“I think the most exciting 
change about next year is how 
the new coaches are changing 
things around,” sophomore 
Landon Wood, defensive line-
man, said. “With after-school 
workouts almost every day and 
the hard work we put in, it’s go-
ing to be cool to see how our 
team transitions to the fields 
next year.”
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As my senior year is 
coming to an end, I 
would like to cap it 
off by going all the 

way to State.

“
- senior Jacob Stover”
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Principal Todd Garrison and several friends braved the snow-
storm to travel to Kansas City to cheer on the Colts. At sev-
eral points along the way, they barely could see the road 
ahead of them. This was their view of the game. Todd Gar-
rison photo


