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Many celebrated the new year by gathering at friends’ houses, or ended up sleeping through it all, 
but there is no doubt that many were hopeful for the next 365 days. 

Students and staff members are looking forward into the new year and learning from last years’ 
successes and failures

 “This year I am giving up soda, and I am doing it because I know soda is not the healthiest thing 

out there. I am planning whenever I go out to only order water or fruit punch, and I know that will 
be hard to do because when I go for a period of time without drinking soda I get headaches,” senior 
Madison Hamilton said.

Those who have set out new years resolutions consider if they are realistic or unrealistic goal 
worth following through.

“I really hope I accomplish my new year’s resolution and really reach my goal. I am holding my-
self accountable for this, and there are times where I almost forget about deciding not to drink pop. 
My entire household is full of pop and people who drink it constantly, so it is hard to stay completely 
away from it, “Hamilton said.

While some people are deciding to cut out specific foods from their everyday routines, some have 
done self-reflections. 

“This year I really want to focus on myself and not care about the negative things that people 
think. I want to be more involved in my faith and in my church. I want to love myself so I can love 
others too ,” senior Hannah Henderson said.

While students have their new year’s resolutions set in stone, there are also staff members in GHS 
who have goals they too want to achieve.

“I want to read the Bible more, and take better care of me all around which includes spiritually, 
mentally, and physically. Right now, I am doing Bible studies alongside people within my church, and 
in my home, my husband and I have given up carbs. My husband I are also going to pay off debt, and 
we already have decided to not do anything extra because what’s on the budget is what we get,” Mrs.
Gregory, instructional assistant, said.

Those who have set on their resolutions have already thought out reasons why they want to be 
diligent.

“I want to eat healthier simply because I want to live longer. Taking care of what goes in my body 
and knowing exactly what I am taking in is important,” Mrs. Gregory said. 

Instead of rushing home after school to put on uniforms and nametags before heading toward 

the mall or local restaurants and stores, several students have opted to earn money and get work 

experience by creating their own businesses.

“I buy and sell luxury clothes, brands such as Supreme, Off-white, Gucci, Louis Vuitton, 

etc,” senior Cole Mahan said. “I have sold a variety of items -- not just clothes. I have sold 

anything from shirts to shoes and everything in between. I was interested in high fashion, and I 

wanted a way to be able to afford the lofty prices.”

Some students do not sell new clothes. Instead, they sell their old ones.

“I sell my clothes that I have either out grown or don’t wear anymore,” senior Emily Bonser. 

“I have an Instagram which is bonsers_closet.”

Selling clothes is not the only way students make money. Some sell their skills, too. Senior 

Breiana Brown takes photos to earn extra cash.

“I haven’t made too much money. I’ve only made money from a wedding I photographed 

back in November,” Brown said. “If I were to take photos of someone else, I would generally 

charge from $60-$80, depending on the photoshoot.”

Since these students are trying to make money themselves, they get to pick the prices of their 

goods and services.

“Every item is completely different to be honest,” Mahan said. “Sometimes, I’m just lucky 

to break even, and other times, I sell items for as much as a 200 – 300 percent mark-up.”

In order to promote their businesses, most use social media.

“I sell through corporate supported websites, such as Stockx, Grailed and eBay,” Mahan 

said.

Meanwhile, Brown relies on “likes” to promote her business.

 “I usually just post my stuff on Instagram,” Brown said. “I usually get around close to 100 

likes on a photo. I’ve been into photography for the longest time. My grandpa did senior photos, 

and watching him really inspired me. Social media also inspired me. My friends usually model for 

me to get experience so I can better myself before working with other people.”

Public library gives incentive for community to read

Reading opens the imagination to new worlds, and the Green-
wood Public Library (GPL) hopes to bring one of those worlds 

to reality. 
The local library  is hosting a winter reading program for 

adults and students of all ages. If the Greenwood community reads 
and reports a total of 15,000 hours, the library will hold a Renais-
sance Fair in the spring. 

“The Renaissance Fair they are doing is not like a little, din-
ky Renaissance fair,” Mrs. Amy Kendall, English teacher, said. 
“There are professionals coming in. Anything you experience that 
people are passionate about and know how to do right is really 

amazing.”
Logging hours for the program is simple. Readers register by 

going to gpl.readsquared.com, and whenever a user reads for a cer-
tain amount of time, he can log the hours in on the website. 

“It is nice that they have the online portal so you don’t have 
to remember how many minutes you read each day and log it on 
paper,” Mrs. Kendall said. 

While reading for school can sometimes seem monotonous, 
students are encouraged to read what they want outside of school 
while participating in the GPL program.

“Reading has so many benefits mentally, and it encourages 
memory,” Ms. Emily Ellis, GPL librarian, said. “It does not take a 
lot, 20-30 minutes a day to sit down; give yourself something that 
you want to read so it is a luxury, a recreational activity and some-

thing that you want to read.”
Not only is reading beneficial, it can increase people’s quality 

of daily life. 
“I think sometimes we get so engrossed in our daily grind 

during the school year that we forget reading can be a part of that,” 
Mrs. Julia Reynolds, GHS media specialist, said. “Reading can 
sometimes relax us or give us a break, and it is just important dur-
ing the school year as it is during the summer. It does not have to 
be only something you do on a break; you can do it any time and 
make it a part of your normal life.”

The fair is not only for personal benefit; the goal is to bring the 
community of Greenwood together. 

“GPL believes that a community that reads is a community 
that has the tools to succeed and thrive,” Ms. Ellis said. 
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