
The boys basketball team 
will play New Palestine 

tonight. Tip-off is at 
7:30pm.

Looking ahead: Spring break begins on 
March 16. We will return to school on 

April 1.
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UP TO 

date
The band will compete at ISSMA tomor-
row. The competition is taking place at 

North Central. See Page 2 for more infor-
mation.

The administration knows what some students are hiding in their pockets. 
Mrs. Karen Busch, assistant principal, sent out an email asking teachers to limit bathroom passes because of suspicious 

activity happening in the restrooms. 
“We have noticed that there are a certain number of kids that seem to go to the bathroom every day every period. What we have also seen 

is that some stay in there for a very long time, and some go in and out. I decided to send out an email saying start being aware of who you are sending to 
the restroom, I didn’t say they couldn’t go; I just said to limit the number of bathroom passes,” Mrs. Busch said. 

In the bathrooms, students are using juuls and vapes and sometimes selling the devices as well. 
“The amount of juuls I am getting is ridiculous. Now, they are selling other things in the restroom. How do we catch that? The restroom is a private 

place to be. I don’t have cameras in there; kids know that,” she said. 
For students under the age of 18, nicotine usr is illegal. 

“If it contains nicotine, it’s illegal. Any kind of possession of a device, a juul or anything similar to that, is illegal until your 18,” Officer Randy 
Eck, resource officer, said. 

Juuling is a new fad embraced by the current generation of students. 
“I have been in education for 35 years, so I’ve been here. At first it was cigarettes, so we could see the smoke, and we could see the butts. 

In the 80s, it was huge. Then, it stopped being the cigarettes in the bathroom; you just didn’t see it in our buildings. In the last three years, 
these vape and juuls have shown up. They are  almost impossible to detect because they don’t have an odor,” Mrs. Busch said. 

Because vaping and juuling are such new trends, it is hard to know what side effects could come out of them. Mr. Josh Harmon, 
school nurse, is very concerned about what kids could be doing to their bodies without realizing it.

“It hasn’t been out long enough to have long term studies. Without having long-term studies, no one knows what the ef-
fects are. I don’t think anyone should mess with the stuff until there are long-term studies done,” Mr. Harmon said. 

Vaping might be worse than smoking cigarettes. 
“Some of the research is saying that vaping is 10 times worse than cigarettes. One of those pods is like a pack of 

cigarettes; some of these kids go through two or three of those things a day. They are becoming very addicted,” Mrs.  
Busch said. 

Another issue that comes up is whether students really know what they are purchasing when they buy 
from other students. 

“People are buying them from people they don’t even know; they have no idea what’s in them. Is 
it nicotine? is it marijuana? Is it something else? They have no idea what they are buying,” Mrs. Busch 
said. 

There are consequences when caught with a juul or vape at school. These consequences involve 
school discipline plus involvement with Greenwood police.

“You get a week’s detention, and you get a $150 fine. The second time you get a fine and 
OSS,” Mrs. Busch said. 

Getting caught with nicotine devices will introduce students to court.
“I know a lot of kids are using them. What we do is we confiscate them, and you get a 

$150 ticket. Then, you have to go to court, talk to the judge about it, and the judge will 
often have you pay a fine and make you attend alcohol and tobacco classes,” Officer Eck 
said. 

There are ways to get off nicotine. 
“Talk to your provider (doctor); there are things they can do to wean you off. 

They are nicotine patches, there’s nicotine gum, and that way it’s regulated, and you 
are setting up a plan to wean yourself off,” Mr. Harmon said.

Stop using drugs and look to healthier alternatives to spend time and money.
“There’s no health benefit to doing it. It’s not going to make you stron-

ger, faster, smarter, or increase your immune system. I just think about it like 
what am I going to do to build the best me. Smoking or doing any type of 

drug is not going to get you there,” Mr.  Harmon said. 
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Students anxiously stare at their phones, hop-
ing to see the email of their dreams: a snow 

day announcement.
But, next year snow days could lead to E-

Learning days in an effort to keep Greenwood 
from facing an extended school year due to a bad 
winter. The School Board has yet to approve E-
Learning days, though.

One key students need to understand is that 
Greenwood would exhaust regular snow days 

first. After those are gone, E-Learning days could 
go into effect. 

Mr. Matthew Hockersmith, science teacher, 
uses Canvas and said E-Learning snow days are 
coming up in the admin decision forecast.

“We’re definitely going towards E-Learning 
days. I would not lose any instructional time as 
I can throw some videos up there, and students 
can learn the material on their own. Then, we 
can talk about it when we return to class. I defi-
nitely feel that would also prepare you guys more 
for the college scene.”

The advantages outweigh the disadvantage.

“The advantage,” Principal Todd Garrison 
said, “would be that no make-up days would be 
necessary and students would get exposure to 
online curriculum.”

One teacher even set up an online classroom 
to help kids study. 

“In my honors and regular chemistry classes, 
we use Canvas a lot. With honors, the students 
get their homework off Canvas. They also take 
pictures of their homework and submit it on 
Canvas as well. In honors, I do a bit more where 
I have a flipped classroom scenario. I teach ma-
terial in class, and I set up a mini classroom on 

Canvas so students can go home and self-study,” 
Mr. Hockersmith said. 

One problem could be that not all students 
have access to internet and devices at home. To 
gauge the percentage of students in that predica-
ment, the administration conducted a survey.
Also, there coulds be students who refuse to do 
the assigned work outside of normal classtime.

“There are kids who will not do the work 
assigned on a snow day,” junior Edward Simpson 
said. “They will say they didn’t know about it, 
but it is a good thing for kids who don’t want to 
fall behind in their studying.”

Greenwood could get E-Learning Days for 2019-2020

Vapers headed to Court, pay fines

Just like the Olympics celebrate athletic superiority, the Top 20 banquet celebrates academic excel-
lence. 

The Top 20 Banquet is organized by administrative assistant Mrs. Shelly Goodrich, administra-
tive assistant, and Assistant Principal Karen Busch, which will be held on May 5 at the Garment Fac-
tory in Franklin. The Top 20 students in the senior class will be accompanied by their families and 
chosen teachers who have inspired them.

“We have been doing the Top 20 banquet since 2014 to honor students on their academic 
achievements. For the banquet, we plan a year ahead on the venue, and even after this event, we plan 
the next one right away. We used to have the event at Jonathan Byrd’s every year. Then, it shut down. 
Now, we like to have it at different places inside Greenwood. For the banquet, we receive donations 
from local businesses, and all of this roughly runs around $10, 000,” Mrs. Busch said.

While the venue is important so is the speaker for the banquet.

“We invite a special speaker who was a GHS student who still lives within the area. Our speaker 
this year will be our first female who is a doctor, and that really is exciting since I used to have her as 
a student. The special speaker will be revealed at the banquet. We have had A.J. Edds, the mayor, a 
pediatrician, doctors, a dentist and a news reporter. We let the speaker speak about their high school 
careers at GHS and what influence Greenwood had on them,” Mrs. Busch said.

Juggling the various tasks that come with organizing a banquet can be a serious undertaking.
“What I really love about the Top 20 banquet is the portfolio that Mrs. Goodrich puts together 

about the students and what they are choosing to do after high school. I also love seeing the teachers 
that were chosen to attend the banquet because it rarely is the same teacher in a row. We have had stu-
dents pick teachers, counselors, and this year we have our school nurse attending,” Mrs. Busch said.

Because the administration is in charge of setting up the event, students attending have no idea 
what to expect.

“For the banquet, of course my parents, are coming with me, and the teacher that I chose was 
Mrs. James because I like her personality and as an overall teacher. I do not know what to expect at 
the banquet even though both of my brothers have been a part of it, but I know it will be great. I am 
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