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Top: Mrs. Julia Reynolds hands Mrs. Linda Hanek a hot drink at the Nook. The Nook is open on Mandays, Wednesdays and Fridays. Bottom left: 
A sign is displayed at the front of the Nook. Each drink is $1.50. Bottom right: Half and Half and flavored creamers sitting off to the side on the 
table by the Nook. Students can specialize their hot drinks. Bridget Lindstrom photos

Crew prepares 
for musical

Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, the upcom-
ing spring musical, is in full production. 

“It is a little easier since the entire thing is music; there 
are around two spoken lines. Right now, we are hammering 
through music and blocking,” senior Jeffery Elsey, who plays 
Joseph, said. 

Elsey hopes to surprise people with his performance. 
“Not a lot of people know that I can sing,” Elsey said. 
Rehearsals look different every day. 
“Rehearsing can look different for anyone on any given 

day,” junior Luke Roscoe, who plays the Pharaoh, said. “Most 
of the time the cast will learn the songs first and then get the 
stage placement down later on. We will basically go through 
the actual scene and then try to perfect every aspect of the 
scene. This can take quite some time in order to be able to per-
form the scene without any thought as to what you are doing.”

Rehearsing provides a great opportunity for community. 
“I am looking forward to the time I get to hang around 

with some of my closest friends,” Roscoe said. “The whole 
musical experience is a time of bonding between the cast mem-
bers, and it is truly a loving atmosphere.”

Preparation for the musical is a challenging process. 
“There is a lot of repetitive stuff but with variations,” Elsey 

said. “We are supposed to be off scripts, which is going okay.”
Though they are not always the stars of the show, under-

studies have a lot of responsibilities. 
“As an understudy, not only do I have to make sure I know 

every single harmony, solo, choreography that the people I am 
understudying do, but I also have to know the parts I have to 
play as well,” junior Mystique Colon, understudy, said. “It is a 
lot of hard work in rehearsals and memorization, but it is also 
a great learning experience. Unfortunately as an understudy, I 
am not guaranteed the chance to actually display the hard work 
I do for the leads.”

Nook still open for sales
When students rush into school from the bus, the Nook is there to welcome them on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.

The Nook coffee shop moved from the IMC to the previous bookstore at the beginning of the school year. Sales started very 
high but have decreased as the year goes on. 

“At the beginning of the year, we were averaging 13 to 15 drinks a day, but now we are only averaging around five drinks a day,” 
Mrs. Julia Reynolds, media specialist, said. 

The students who work in the Nook enjoy working in the mornings. 
“I love working in the Nook in the mornings,” junior Alexa Ashmore said. “It is something to look forward to during the week. It 

provides a nice opportunity for teachers and students to get a drink in the morning.”
The Rosie Raffle still stands as a weekly occurrence, so students should read from the current Eliot Rosewater Indiana High School 

Book award list hopefully to win free Nook drinks.
“The Rosie Raffle is a great incentive for students to read great books,” junior Ally Hussung said.
Though sales are lower, no one is discouraged. Profit and the number of sales are not the main focal point for this year.
“Boosting sales has not been a major focus. The big focus was to get the Nook launched and running,” Mrs. Reynolds said. “Now 

that I have seen a fluctuation in sales, I have a structured plan for next year.”
This plan includes more signage, and the Nook possibly will be open during PowerHour next year.
“We might be open during PowerHour in the library in the future,” Mrs. Reynolds said. 
Students should stay tuned for an announcement about future sales.
“We might have sale days towards the end of the year to push product,” Mrs. Reynolds said. 
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Band prepares for ISSMA State
Tomorrow, band members will compete at ISSMA Solo and Ensem-

ble State at North Central High School.
This event is statewide and includes solos and small groups from 

many different schools. 
“Schools from all over the state will be there competing,” Mr. Steve 

Fletcher, assistant band director, said. “Some will be from as far as 
Evansville to Elkhart and everywhere in between.”

When they faced district competition last month, students were able 
to choose the songs they wanted to play unless they wanted to advance 
to State. Students wanting to go to State were required to pick a Group 
One song.

“There are different difficulties of music called groups, and in order 
to get to State, you have to perform Group One pieces only and be 

awarded a gold at district,” senior Hunter Ross said. “My group are per-
forming Trippery No. 3 tomorow at the concert as well as on Saturday. 
I pick the song because it is challenging and fun.”

There will be many types of music, differing in style.
“The music being performed has a very wide variety of styles and 

genres,” Mr. Fletcher said. “Some are classical in nature, and some are 
chamber music; some are jazz. It just depends what the students wanted 
to explore playing.”

All students in band could enter the ISSMA competition.  
“All instruments, including piano and all string instruments, will be 

performing,” Mr. Fletcher said. “About half of the performances that 
day will be solos.”

Senior Hunter Ross has high hopes. 
“I want to get a perfect score on some of my events, and that’s a lot 

of pressure,” she said.
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Top: Students gather to rehearse lines for the musical. They will 
be performing Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat. 
Middle: Senior Jeffery Elsey practices his lead part as Joseph in 
the musical. Elsey also participates in J choir and Rhapsody. Bot-
tom: A group of juniors and seniors circle to practice memorizing 
lines. The musical will open on March 7 and run for 3 days. Bayley 
Kennard photos
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Senior Alaina Holtky, flute player, 
practices. Holtky has been part of 
the band program for 7 years. Ethan 
Falks photo


