
Entertainment Page 3February 22, 2019

Uncle Bills 
makes needed 
upgrades

Uncle Bills recently moved to a new 
building. It kept the same feel: noisy 

birds, nice associates and fun dogs.  I re-
cently visited the updated site and was 
not disappointed.
The building itself is much more spa-
cious than its former home. It seems as 
though they are not fully transitioned to 
the new store because in some spaces, 
it was barren and empty. It looked like 

they needed to bring more merchandise to 
the floor. I am sure they will begin to fill 
these spaces.

As soon as I entered, I went straight to 
the puppies. They did add a new playpen for visitors to use when 
playing with the pups. This was needed as many people will come 
to the store simply to play with the dogs. The worker assisting me 
was friendly, and did not make me feel bad for playing with the dog 
with no intention of actually buying him. After I spent some time 
with little Oliver, I went to the new aquatic/reptile area. They have 
cool lights behind the fish tanks that make everything around them 
bright blue. There are two full walls of fish tanks. If I thought fish 
were useful pets, I would have enjoyed this. 

Overall, I felt the update was needed. The old store was crowd-
ed and dirty. The new location is much nicer, even it if is missing 

How to master 
senior photos

As someone who has never sat down to listen to an Ariana Grande song let alone a whole album, I walked 
into this album with no expectations. I listened to the three singles released before the album but later 

listened to the whole album. So let’s talk about those three singles.
First to look at is “Imagine,” and this is a really bad start. It starts off with some of the most stereotypical 

trap melodies and the most basic lyrics composition I have probably ever heard before. The song is about an 
ideal relationship which is not a bad idea, but the melody and lyric delivery make it sound unoriginal.

The only redeeming aspect of this song is the outro with very fitting tuba in the background that adds 
to the atmosphere in a melodic and inventive way. But the outro consists of the repeated words “can you 
imagine?”

Overall the song was just ok. Once I got over the very stereotypical trap flow, the song was not that bad. 
It was just repetitive and that gets old in a few repeats. 

The song “7 Rings,” is an interesting song, to say the least. The whole gist of the song is flexing on the 
poor. With lyrics describing her buying expensive items such as rings, earrings, and buying things for her 

friends.
The melody is simple with a very mellow but bubbly flow to it. The melody reflects a passive-aggressive attitude that Ariana’s vocals 

give off. The vocals are smooth and unchanging in any way, which I think really takes away potential in this song.
Overall I thought this song was mediocre. The melody is simple and effective. The vocals have a sassy but passive-aggressive attitude, 

which work in favor of the song’s melody. The lyrics are simple and predictable not to mention the chorus is repeatedly saying, “I want 
it, I got it.” The song sounds very average. There is nothing that stands out about it.

Lastly is “Thank U, Next,” which has themes of growth and an interesting ideology behind breakups. The song is about learning 
how to deal with people after a breakup, and being able to know whether it was a toxic relationship.

The melody is rather simple but matches the tone of the vocals. The melody offers a smooth bass accompanied by filtered effects to 
sound vintage. The vocals have a bit more variation which is an easy plus for this song’s credit.
I found the song to be a bit repetitive and the song lasts three minutes. There is clear potential in the formula Ariana uses, but for me, 
they are just a bit too repetitive and does not add any depth to a general idea.

The album has potential that the world has not seen before, but the potential is so swept up in modern gimmicks and trends that it 
loses all hope of being unique. Also, there is a large amount of cursing, which I found to be very contradictory of Ariana’s targeted audi-
ence: girls in their late teens to mid-twenties. She is supposed to appeal to a group of people in a positive way, not make her audience 
look bad.

Maybe I just do not understand her appeal, but her music speaks for itself. It’s subpar in every sense of the word.

Staffer is not impressed by new album

Posing for senior photos is a right of 
passage. 
 For current seniors, spring 

sessions are coming up, but juniors 
should also be starting to think about 
what they want out of their senior 
photo experiences. There are multiple 
routes students can go down. 

 One way is to go through Pres-
tige Portraits. Every rising senior has to 
pose at the school for a senior portrait 
if they want to appear in the yearbook. 
But, you do not have to buy any photos 

from them. In fact, you can shop around for the pictures you will 
give to family and friends. Prestige Portraits will advertise through 
the school and over email. Although this way might seem to be the 
most convenient at first, it is not the only one. Studio portraits are 
expensive. There are other ways to get more personalized photos 
for a much better price. 

I got my senior photos done by Ariana Tucker, a local wedding 
and portrait photographer. I followed Ariana on Instagram because 
she is a Christian blogger and ended up on her photography page. 
I loved the raw, natural, earthy style of her photos. When I asked 
her about pricing, I found that she was extremely affordable. We 
went to Broad Ripple and Independence Park for my photos. I was 
thrilled with the finished project. She sent me more than 100 pho-
tos that I could download and print as I wished. Another thing I 
loved about the photos was that they looked like me and embraced 
my personality. 

I have also been on the other side of the camera since my soph-
omore year. I started taking photos when I was introduced to jour-
nalism and found that I loved capturing people and their essence. 
I always have a lot of fun taking senior photos, and I think being 
the same age as my models takes a lot of the awkwardness out of 
the situation. My only tools are my DSLR camera and Photoshop. 
There are many other students who take photos like I do. Although 
having a student photographer take photos might not produce as 
high quality as professionals, they are much more flexible and af-
fordable. Many student photographers have photography accounts 
that potential customers can scroll through to figure out if they like 
the style of their work. 

Another option many students take is to have family members 
or friends take their photos. Although this is the cheapest option, 
there are still things to consider. If the person taking the photos 
does not have any experience, it might lead to a long day with un-
impressive results. Taking senior pictures is not as simple as pick-
ing up a camera, leaving it on automatic and snapping some shots. 
Experience and passion is key from the photographer in order to 
get the best photos. 

At the end of the day, students should do what is best for them. 
They must make sure that they make  educated decisions that they 
are excited about. If a student photographer is something that in-
terests you, check out my photography page:@haleypritchettpho-
tography. 
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Senior Haley Pritchett poses for one of her senior portraits. Prichett has 
been taking senior pictures for her friends since her sophomore year. 
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A puppy ready for purchase at Uncle Bills. Recent renovations have 
given the store a much needed face lift and more space. Katie Madlem 
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the colorful stickers on the windows. The store is much brighter 
and cleaner. There is even better access to more parking. 
I can bear the smell of dogs and cats for a time if it means I get to 
see all of the animals. 


