
Girls tennis will take 
on Roncalli on the day 
students return from 

Spring Break, April 1. 

Superintendent Kent Deckonick thanks 
students for participating in the ELearning 

survey. ELearning will not begin 
in 2019-2020.
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UP TO 

date
The Service Learning class will host 

Light Up the Night on April 5. All money 
raised will go to foundations 

for both police and firefighters.

Blanca Ortega
Reporter

Now, the heat is on. It can feel like there is an incredible amount of pressure to 
get in, but all seniors can do at this point is wait, wait, wait.
The college admission process is difficult — and it does not stop when applica-

tions are sent. But, the college journey can be easier by taking everything one step 
at a time. Students are ready to wrap up their senior year and have gotten oppor-

tunities that has made choosing colleges easier.
“I knew that I wanted to go to Indiana Wesleyan, but when I got an opportunity to get a full 

tuition scholarship, I went for it. I qualified for the Luther Lee scholarship which is for anyone who 
is a first generation pursuing college, comes from a minority group and has good standing grades. I 
received the call that IWU wanted to interview me so I set two days aside, and I went with a friend. 
There were so many students who were being interviewed, and judges could only pick about 40. At 
the interview waiting area, I met so many students, and I felt overwhelmed wondering how I could 
get the scholarship. A week later, I got a call that I received the scholarship, and it was on an unex-
pected day, but I was so happy,” senior Madelen Tevalan said.

While some may receive scholarships for their academics, there are students who use their love 
for sports as an advantage to keep on playing for the next four years. 

“I will be playing volleyball for Roosevelt University in Chicago. The school that I am attending 
enables me to get a scholarship because I play a sport. There is a process that I went through to get 
coaches to notice me because either I had to reach out to them or they came to talk to me and playing 
club volleyball helped me since there are college coaches that attend to see how we play. I already met 
the coach and the girls that were already on the team at Roosevelt University. The coach has helped 
me connect with freshman volleyball recruits, and we are planning to be roommates,” senior Alyssa 
Stilley said.

Students who decide to attend college farther than Indiana are looking forward to what they will 
experience.

“I always knew that I wanted to live in a city, and I was also looking into a college at Boston, but 
Chicago is a bit closer to home. I really cannot wait to explore downtown Chicago because I’ll be 
right across the street from museums, and I just want to try out coffee shops,” Stilley said.

  Even when there is no magic formula for choosing a college, there are steps that can be taken to 
find the best one. Many students look at type, size, location, majors and cost when choosing a college.

“I was born in Arizona, and I went there a while ago to tour Arizona State University. I really 
liked it. I loved the view, and I know that I can see myself going out to hikes while enjoying the 
scenery. I plan to attend ASU to major in architecture. Right now, I’m waiting for my financial aid 
package since we had a few complications,” senior Ricardo Ayala said.

Seniors visit dream schools, prepare to leave Greenwood
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No two teachers teach the same way just as no 
two students learn in the same way.
Many teachers’ styles are based on their own 

educational philosophies and what subject areas 
they teach but have activities and projects they 
save for the end of the year to keep students’ at-
tention as they work around standardized  tests 
and end-of-the-year blahs.

“For teachers, unfortunately, we’ve had to 
kind of become a little bit of entertainers. It is 
sad, but we want students to learn. Right now, 
kids are attached to their technology. It is hard to 
keep students engaged when they have technolo-
gy with them. As a second year teacher, I am still 
trying to find my way of teaching and increas-
ing engagement since students are wired to their 
phones. This year I have being using videos for 
students to connect more to the materials being 
taught, and I plan to continue that more,” Mr. 
Josh Gimbel, science teacher, said. 

Teachers who have seniors know how it is 

when seniorities strikes. 
“I learned a long time ago that there are 

things that I can control and things that I can’t, 
and seniorities is one of them. After Spring 
Break, seniors are looking forward to gradua-
tion, and what I do to keep them focused is that I 
have the best subjects for the end for them to still 
have high interests, like dissecting an animal’s eye 
or having a project like the Ted Bundy project,” 
Mrs. Sandy James, psychology teacher, said.

Teachers have figured out many students 
work better together.

“For my regular English class towards the 
end, we have more interactive materials. They 
have group projects and Senior Capstones to 
work on. We really try to have students talk and 
engage with one another. If I see students lacking 
in my class, I talk to them and let them know that 
the school year is not over,” Mrs. Alison Bon-
ham, English teacher, said.

While some teachers try to keep students en-
gaged in their educations, many point out that it 
is the responsibility of the individual student to 
choose to focus.

”I don’t change the way I work. You have 
to be a higher level student to take some of my 
classes. I teach the same way from Day 1 to Day 
180. College professors don’t do study sessions 
before the final; students need to learn through 
the whole year. I give talks here and there to my 
students and tell them that if they start slack-
ing now, their grades drop and that then limits 
where they try to go to college. Everything we 
do throughout our high school career is paving 
the next step; this isn’t the end, it’s just a step,” 
Mr. Rich Perry, science teacher, said.

While there are teachers who said they are 
doing a great job keeping students engaged, some 
are searching out new techniques to introduce.

“For next year, I plan to have more labs be-
cause I want students to be more hands-on, es-
pecially when we get to the space unit because it 
is hard for students to be interested and engaged 
since space is something we cannot see. I also 
plan to have more videos to go along with my 
teaching,” Mr. Gimbel said.

Teachers credit other teachers for helping 
them develop lesson plans.

 “I got my teaching style from bits and pieces 
that I have learned from teachers, like Mr. Bob 
Curts, and formatted it into what I teach. I take 
my own spin on it; teachers take things they learn 
and make it their way. I know that there is so 
much that I still need to learn, and it might take a 
while to get there, but I am glad to have someone 
who I can ask help,” Mr. Gimbel said.

Blanca Ortega
Reporter

Teachers change up styles to counteract year-end blahs 

Mrs. Sandy James connects with students after 
class. Mrs. James teaches psychology in LGI 2. Nick 
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Winter
percussion 
displays 
passion

Hannah Heilman
Feature Designer

The crashing of cymbals, melody of the marimba and loud clang of drums mix with costumes, props 
and intense choreography to produce Winter Percussion.
Outside of marching season, there are many band-related activities -- like Winter Percussion, 

Winter Guard, jazz band, pep band and concert band -- that band members participate in; Winter 
Percussion’s season is in full-swing right now.

“It’s basically a marching band show without the wind players, so it’s just the percussionists,” 
junior Colin Short said. “Instead of performing on a football field, you perform on a tarp that’s the 
size of a basketball court.”

The ensemble is made up of both percussionists and wind players who learn percussion instru-
ments, as the activity is open to anyone.

“The process to get in is not as much an audition as it is a rehearsal,” senior Myah Bales said. “You 
see where everyone fits in best and what everyone’s really good at. That’s how you’re placed because 
there’re no cuts or anything. We all get an audition packet, and a lot of wind players who want to be 
in it will go to other percussion players and ask them to teach them; I tried teaching a trumpet how 
to play bass drum.”

This year’s show is called “V is for Villain,” and each member of the ensemble plays a different 
famous villain.

“The show starts with a little girl who is dressed up like Dorothy from the Wizard of Oz; she rep-
resents innocence,” Short said. “There are these weird creatures around her, so she’s confused, scared 
and trying to get away from them. Every person in the ensemble is a different character, playing these 
villains, so I am Beetlejuice. The snare drummer right next to me is the Joker. Everyone is their own 
character, which is really fun. So that’s the feel all throughout the opener and Part 2, then half-way 
through Part 3, Dorothy turns into a villain herself. You can interpret it in different ways, like the 
people you surround yourself with will influence you.”

With a focus on music, this season has placed the group high in competition.
“This season’s gone very well so far,” freshman Andrew Jones said. “Our first competition, we 

got fourth, but we didn’t have a lot of show out then or any visual effects yet. The past couple of times 
we placed second to Zionsville, but our visual has gone up a lot. Our goal is to do the best we can and 
worry about music. The visual and everything will come later. So, we just want to put our heart into 
it.”

Winter Percussion judging includes facial expressions and the emotion portrayed while at con-
tests. 

“While you’re performing, you’re supposed to find the judges and audience and look at them, 
which is really exhilarating,” Bales said. “They are right there because it’s in the gym as opposed to 
marching band when they’re way up in the stands. You can really make a connection because it’s so 
close. One time, I looked at only one person the entire show, and I feel that I was able to really get 
connected with them.”

Winter Percussion is a tight-knit group of students with a passion for performing.
“I love to play drums, and I really have a passion for it,” Bales said. “All my friends are in it, and 

it’s like a family. If you ever have any problems, you can go to anyone in the percussion ensemble and 
they’ll be there for you, and I know a lot of people feel that way.”

Tomorrow, Winter Percussion will compete in State Prelims at Avon High School.
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