
The only thing that will never change is change -- excluding GHS’ stagnant technology.
GHS is notorious for offering students slow technology. 

“I’ve probably seen more frustration with it than I’ve seen it enhancing the classroom. The technology that 
we have is lacking, and it’s an area that we really need to address at the school. Our tablets are not totally func-
tional, all of the labs are not up to date, and it gets really frustrating to build something into the curriculum and 
then have it so the students can’t use it,” Mrs. Alison Bonham, English teacher, said.

Mrs. Bonham has been teaching at GHS for 18 years and has witnessed firsthand the change technology has 
instilled in the students here.

“I think that it helps students as far as access to information and being able to look at the world globally and 
seeing beyond little Greenwood, Indiana, but at the same time I think that it’s made students lazy in some ways. 
They don’t pay as much attention to formal writing as they should. Some of the things that previous generations 
of students had to memorize and had to learn, today’s generation, it’s like ‘oh I don’t need to know that; I’ll 
just punch it into the computer and it’ll do it for me’ and it doesn’t always do it for you. So I think that that’s a 
hindrance,” she said.

Mr. Tracy Nelson, district technical specialist, has been working here for 10 years and has seen the develop-
ment of GHS’ technology use.

“It’s come a long way. We’re not quite one-to-one, but we’re probably like one and a half to one. I think it 
would be really nice if we got all of the same devices, like Chromebooks or some kind of laptop that everybody 
had. Because there’s so many different kind of devices that would be nicer for me,” he said.

Students have a difficult time completing online work in class due to technological problems. Senior Janae 
Johnson has experienced four years of frustration. 

“I’d like to see better WiFi to be honest because most of our assignments and quizzes are online; it’s easier 
getting them done in class, but a lot of times the laptops and computers are down,” Johnson said.

Mr. Nelson explained that each student having his own device would help with these problems.
“As far as technology for the students, I think it would be really nice if we had a one-to-one. Then, the 

student would have a device, and we would not have quite the need,” he said.
Although technology has its drawbacks, some find technology helpful for students. 
Mrs. Andrea Campbell, science teacher, even sees smart phones as a necessary evil to combat GHS technol-

ogy problems.
“I think overall it helps with the laptops and being able to look up 

things online. The phones are a necessary evil. I think they can be very 
useful. Realistically, I know that students use them for a little bit more 
other than school-related things during the school day, but it is nice 
to have that technology for a quick resource and to share information 
back and forth,” Mrs. Campbell said.

Regardless of the technological struggles, GHS must use tech-
nology to keep up with modern education standards. 

“Over the years, I’ve seen and experienced the transition to 
mostly online. We do all of our class things through Canvas now. 

I do most of my school work on my laptop. Canvas and Pow-
erSchool impact my schooling every day. It’s nice to have a 

constant update on grades and assignments. I use these 
as organizers and reminders throughout my studies,” 

Johnson said.
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I have had my share of encounters with 
people in need, and some may have not 

been the best moments of my life. I have 
been stared down and made to feel so bad 
that I was obligated to give something of 
mine. I used to believe that in order for 
them to have gotten to the place they were 
at, they must not have worked as hard to 
make their lives worth it. I was too quick 
to judge. 

As my great aunt and I drove up to 
Greenwood Christian Church for a com-
munity meal, we recognized the various ob-
vious situations that each person had been 
in. Some were walking with canes, most 
without coats, and some with families. A 
stereotypical mindset I had slowly dissolved 
as I developed friendships. I have learned to 
accept others because have as much a right 
to be heard as anyone. With this in mind, I 
approached the main entrance with a friend 
of mine, Hannah Heilman. We waited 
a few seconds for the arrival of our class-
mate, Grace Jackson. We had introduced 
ourselves to the other volunteers and were 
greeted with open arms. We were assigned 
duties and went out into the dining room to 
join our guests in prayer.

I had volunteered to run the donut cart 
because, well, I love donuts and I thought 
I might as well advertise them. Paired with 
me was GCA junior Kayla. We had met 
before at a youth group camp event, Re-
vival. A conversation about Revival was 
bound to happen, which is always a good 
thing. We shared our experience and then 
after getting interrupted several times, we 
knew it was time to stop slacking. We made 
a few trips to the dining room to offer do-
nuts to people. I remember this one couple 
kept getting the Girl Scout cookies, and I 
am pretty sure we ran out of those specific 
cookies first.

On the way back to the kitchen after a 
few rounds of restocking donuts and chang-
ing gloves, a man stopped me because he 
saw that I was wearing a Purdue shirt. He 
told me that his son was accepted twice at 
Purdue for veterinary, and I said I was inter-

ested in the same thing. Our conversation 
lasted for about a minute when someone 
behind me asked for a donut. It was a good 
chat with the man, but that would not be 
the last I heard from him.

As Kayla and I began loading, pack-
ing and transporting donuts, we split up at 
some point because people were not ask-
ing for donuts a whole lot. I went into the 
dining room and talked with Hannah and 
another one of our friends, Blanca Ortega. 
We had briefly discussed how each of our 
experiences were going, Overall, it was go-
ing great and getting even greater. Blanca 
was making conversation with nearly ev-
eryone in the room, and Hannah was assist-
ing with drinks and food. As I stood with 
no specific job, I decided to go back to the 
man who had acknowledged my shirt. 

I approached him casually and intro-
duced myself as “Nick, a student from 
Greenwood High School.” He introduced 
himself as “Ted.” We began talking about 
different colleges, Purdue specifically. I 
learned more about Ted’s son. He was 
accepted into Rose-Hulman Institute of 
Technology as an engineer, too. Ted had 
explained that he did not care where his 
son went as long as he was happy. However, 
over the years something happened, and it 
caused the opportunity to see his grandchil-
dren to be unattainable. To this day he has 
not seen his grandchildren.

Ted told me of his heart problems that 
he has experienced since 2017. The hard-
ships he faces on a day-to-day basis cannot 
be easy for anyone, but he admitted one 
thing to me. He is thankful to say the Lord’s 
Prayer every morning when he wakes up. 
This one thing had changed my perspec-
tive entirely because even though I knew 
everyone has a chance to become close to 
God, it became a reality for me to actu-
ally know someone personally that faces 
as many hardships as Ted, and to still be so 
faithful. Words of the wise hit me as Ted 
asked about my life. I went a lot more per-
sonal than I thought I would, but it what 
worth it to hear him say, “It seems like you 
have a good head on your shoulders, Nick. 
It is good to see that in kids nowadays.” I 
am grateful to have heard someone I did not 
know say that because I know he meant it. 
If a stranger sees something in someone and 
tells him, I believe he has no reason to lie. 
It was awesome to have had such an honest 
conversation with someone and be 100 per-
cent real with what we had to say to build 
each other up.

Hannah, Blanca and I met up before 
leaving to debrief. It was a good night be-
cause we witnessed many connections that 
involved a large, diverse group of people.
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Technology frustrates students
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The school’s lap-
tops and tablets are 
terrible; Smoothwall 
sometimes doesn’t 
work, and it gets 
really complicated.
-senior Peyton Lutz

“

““

” ”

”

I do Gradpoint, 
which is online 

class; sometimes, 
the WiFi doesn’t 
work, so it stops 

working altogether.
-junior Toni Porter

Smoothwall blocks 
so much that I can’t 
reach certain sites 

whenever I try to do 
research projects.
-senior Noah Pratt

Two Sisters and a Party Catering

Graduation is just around the corner! Are you preared to cook for 50, 
75, or 100 family and friends? If even the thought gives you a head-
ache, don’t stress! Two Sisters has several menu options and can 
work with most budgets. Some menu plans are as low as $3/pp! 

Plus, we can provide cakes, card boxes, balloon bouquets, 
selfie stations, etc.

Call 317/696-1002 today.

From all-nighters and mental breakdowns to getting accepted 
into a dream college, being an honors student comes with its 

highs and lows. 
Senior Areeba Hasan has taken on many challenging courses 

this year, such as ACP Calculus, AP Statistics, AP Biology 2, AP 
Chemistry 2, Honors Physics 2 and ACP English; however, tak-
ing higher level courses can be hard to juggle with extracurricular 
activities.

“At the beginning of this year, I was stressed, anxious and just 
having a hard time juggling everything that was happening,” Hasan 
said. “I didn’t do any extracurriculars this year; I was going to do 
academic team, but then I had to drop it. This was the first year I 
got stressed over school: it was harder classes and a lot more work. 
But now in second semester, I’ve kind of figured out how much 
work I need to put in for each class and how I can accomplish my 
goals.”

Balancing school, sports and a social life can be difficult.
“During golf season, we’d have three matches during the week 

and a Saturday match, then I’d have schoolwork,” junior Maecee 
Terhune said. “This year, we have a lot of tests, and they’re always 
falling on the same week. So when we have four or five tests in 
a week, it’s pretty stressful. Whenever I’m in season, I can never 
see my friends because it’s hard balancing my social life, sports and 

school.”
Being so involved can be both overwhelming and 

rewarding; sophomore Amelia Hoffman is involved in 
the band program, Service Club and her youth group. 

“I have mental breakdowns, not only from school 
pressures, but also just juggling it all,” Hoffman said. 
“During marching season, I’m focused on band, school and 
finding time for my social life. I like being active outside of 
just school because it makes me feel like I’m not doing the bare 
minimum, which makes me feel good.”

To stay organized and lessen stress, students often keep a plan-
ner and set a daily routine.

“I have a planner where I write down things I need to do,” 
Hoffman said. “I try to limit myself to a schedule: I get home, eat a 
snack for 10-15 minutes, then do my homework. I try to take five 
minute breaks between each assignment. So I’ll tell myself, ‘Do 
this math paper, then you can have a five minute break. Finish this 
part of English, then you can have a five minute break.’ It makes 
it all seem like a lot less work than it actually is, and it makes it less 
stressful.”

Terhune keeps her future in mind, which motivates her to 
work hard in school.

“I don’t know where I want to go to college yet, but I know 
I want to go to college,” Terhune said. “I work hard to have good 
grades on my transcript so that I will get into good colleges. I’ve 
always worked hard, but the older I got, the more important I real-

ized it was to work hard and get the good grades.”
Although a student’s grade point average is important, it is also 

important that they remember it does not define them.
“My GPA doesn’t necessarily represent my efforts, because I 

know I try as hard as I can,” Hoffman said. “If I get a B, I get a B. I 
would like my GPA to represent my efforts, but it doesn’t. It basi-
cally represents how I perform in school.”

Hasan’s academic goal is to grow and learn more each year.
“As a student, I want to grow,” Hasan said. “I don’t want to be 

the same student at the end of the year that I was at the beginning 
of the year. AP classes and honors classes make you grow, and they 
make you a better student.”


