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In the world we live in, where what mat-
ters most to too many people is their  

public appearance and being glamorous, 
one of the most treasured experiences is 
having good nails.

Although many people would say 
spending their time getting a manicure and 
pedicure is for women, I decided to take a 
leap of faith and get one done for myself.

Going into this situation, I had a ter-
rible attitude about it and I didn’t want to 
do it at all. I was slightly embarrassed that 
I would be spending my Sunday afternoon 

getting my nails done, and I did not expect it to be a pleasant experi-
ence at all. After arriving at the nail salon, I started by getting my finger 
nails filed and trimmed. After this, something called cuticle remover 
was placed on my hands. Quite honestly, I have no idea what that is 
or does, but it seemed important. The word cuticle also seemed very 
important when talking about nails, although as previously stated, I 
had no clue what this meant. After this mysterious liquid called cuticle 
remover sat on my fingers for a few minutes, the nail lady, who also 
happens to be my Grandma Sharon, began to scrape against my nails. 
She said she was going to be removing the grooves on the nails. I in-

ferred that these so-called grooves were my cuticles but, again I have 
absolutely no idea. That is a statement that rang through many times 
throughout this day. After more filing, scraping and soaking, my pedi-
cure was done. 

After this was done, we moved to the pedicure. As I was told, this 
was for my feet. First, we began by soaking my feet in hot water. Then, 
there was more trimming, clipping and filing. What came next was 
the more unpleasant experience. Needless to say, I am a very ticklish 
person, so I did not respond well to whatever was being done to my 
feet. At one point, a cold lotion-like substance that had something in 
it resembling sand was being rubbed on my feet. I have no idea what 
it did or if it has any importance. Regardless, this apparently sand-like 
substance was not fun for me. Soon this ticklish nightmare of a pedi-
cure was over. 

All in all, I cannot say this was a bad experience by any means. 
Honestly, it was an experience that I’ll never forget. Although I had 
no knowledge going in about nails and came out with not much more 
than I started with, my nails are very clean, smooth and trimmed. So 
how could I complain about my nails getting clean and well groomed? 
Hopefully, I do not lose any respect from my male counterparts for do-
ing this. My grandma Sharon did a wonderful job trying to teach me 
the world of nails, and she took time out of her Sunday to do so, so for 
that I am grateful. 

Rapp 
treats 
himself
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Thirty minutes of grabbing equipment, weapons and supplies can be instantly ruined with one bad 
move. Welcome to battle royale.
Battle royale video games have taken over the market. The purpose of this game is that a certain 

number of players get dropped into a ring full of loot. The player to eliminate the rest of the squads is 
crowned victorious. Even games that never included this mode, like Call of Duty and Battelfield, are 
putting this in their games to increase popularity. With the recent release of Apex Legends, there is 
officially a battle going on between the biggest names in gaming. The battle is between three games: 
FortNite, Apex Legends, and Player Unknown’s Battlegrounds.

“Apex Legends is the best battle royale,” sophomore Ethan Haessig said. “I like the first-person 
shooters instead of the third person games. It is so similar to Titanfall, and I really enjoy that.”

Other players disagreed.
“FortNite is the best battle royale out there,” senior Reilly Tichenor said. “I think it’s much 

more complex. I’ve been playing it for two years, and I think it is going to stay the Number One game 
for a long time.”

Senior Nolan Miller gave reasons as to why he believes FortNite is on its downturn.
“I never really enjoyed FortNite,” Miller said. “I didn’t like the third person perspective. Fort-

Nite also never had the key features that Apex has. Apex has much quicker gameplay and started the 
tagging items feature that lets you show your team where to go or where to get items. This helps with 
playing with random people or just playing without a headset. You can’t really do that in FortNite.”
Junior Joe Bassler wants FortNite to return to its original glory.

“I have been playing FortNite for a little over a year and I want them to make the game the way 
it used to be. I can’t get in to the new planes, quads, and hover boards. It’s not as fun.”

Senior Dakota Reynolds agreed, but still sees FortNite as the top game.

Dillon Cloyd
Editor in Chief

Battle royale games battle for the top

Entertainment editor  Sam Rapp gets a pedicure. His grand-
mother Sharon gave him both a manicure and pedicure. Grace 
Jackson photo

Sophomore Sam Rapp enjoys a snack while getting a pedicure. Af-
ter the mani / pedi experience, Rapp decided he enjoyed it. Grace 
Jackson photo

Ethan Falks graphics

“Based on pure entertainment, I think FortNite is the best battle royale out there,” Reynolds 
said. “It has so many variable for each match with where you drop and how you build. I would like 
them to tweak some of the new updates they’ve made to make it more realistic.”

FortNite’s graphics are much flashier than Apex Legends’, and players take longer to adjust to 
the playstyle.

“I feel that FortNite is much more popular because it is made to appeal to a younger audience,” 
sophomore Ethan Haessig said. “You can jump on and play without much practice, which is why the 
younger kids love it. Games like Apex and Player Unknown’s require more skill. That’s why I feel 
that Apex is the best battle royale. It appeals to a more competitive, mature fan base. I don’t really get 
in to the cartoon stuff.”

Marvel is 
s t e p p i n g 

up their game in 
empowering the 
future innovators 
of the world.

C a p t a i n 
Marvel caught 
me off guard. I 
had made some 
negative as-
sumptions about 
this movie be-

fore going into the theater. I expected the 
movie to be overly feminist: every character 
would raise an eyebrow about Carol Danvers 
(Captain Marvel) being a woman, and she 
would have some sort of sarcastic comment 
to shoot back at them. I expected the movie 
to inadvertently degrade women instead of 
empower them. 

I am forever grateful that my assumption 
was wrong, and that this was not the case. 

The story had many twists, and through 
each one there was not any degrading com-
ment that I can remember. Carol Danvers 
was respected and treated as an equal, not as 
less than or greater than. She was a perfect 
role model for anyone: intelligent, humorous 
and strong. 

I will admit that though I was impressed 
with Carol Danvers’ character, the plot was 
hard to follow in the beginning. I believe that 
was partially supposed to be confusing. I saw 
Captain Marvel with my grandad, and dur-
ing one of the scenes in most likely the first 
ten minutes he asked me what was going on. 

As an avid Marvel Cinematic Universe 
fan, I am used to already knowing the main 
characters. For example, Black Panther was 
introduced as a character in Avengers: Age 
of Ultron before having his own standalone 

movie. I understood his storyline. Tom Hol-
land’s Spider-Man was introduced in Captain 
America: Civil War, so when Spider-Man: 
Homecoming came out I had a basis of un-
derstanding of the character. Carol Danvers 
was a completely new character. She was not 
introduced in a previous Avengers movie. 
Captain Marvel was set in a different time pe-
riod, with some familiar faces, but as a viewer 
there was no background information about 
Carol Danvers in previous movies. I am sure 
Marvel comics readers would be able to un-
derstand with ease. It was a different feel, but 
I definitely enjoyed the change. 

The fight scenes were impressive. The 
colors were vibrant, and the cameras were at 
flattering angles. While watching a particular 
fight scene I grinned. A song had started to 
play in the background sung by none other 
than music icon Gwen Stefani. Any mov-
ie with a fight scene that has Gwen Stefani 

singing in the background I will 
(within reason) fully support. 

I definitely recommend 
this movie to superhero fans. 
I would not recommend this 
movie to someone who is not 
a fan of aliens or superheroes. I 

would not say Captain Marvel 
was my favorite Marvel movie, 
but it was definitely a fantastic 
edition to the Marvel Cinemat-
ic Universe.
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