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Isom Elementary will welcome new principal, Ms. Julie Young, next year.
Ms. Young has been in education for 23 years.

“I have been a special education, 4th grade, 1st grade and reading recovery teacher,” she said. “I 
have been a K-5 instructional and literacy coach. In addition, I have been a dean of students at a high 
school.”

Mrs. Sandra Wooton is ready to retire.
“I have been teaching since 1982,” Mrs. Wooton said. “I’ve gotten to the age of retirement, and 

I’m so glad that I get to finish my career at Isom. It is certainly hard to say goodbye.”
Parents were able to meet the new principal last week to discuss her goals and expectations for 

the upcoming year.
“There’s been a real effort for the community,” Mrs. Wooton said, “to see us both working to-

gether as the transition takes place.”
Until she starts next year, the soon-to-be principal will visit the school often and will make sure 

to stay connected with the community. The new principal was also featured on the school announce-
ments, giving students another chance to get used to seeing her in the school. The new principal was 
at Isom’s parent Title 1 Night on April 11. She was also at Kindergarten Registration on April 17.

“On February 27, I was introduced on Isom’s morning announcements, and parents could watch 
it live,” Ms. Young said.

The retiring principal gave insight as to how the new leadership will change and shape Isom.
“Some things are going to change as a result of the new leadership,” Mrs. Wooton said, “and there 

is an expectation from the community and staff that every child counts and is important. Hopefully, 
she’ll be able to continue the commitment of being welcoming and ensuring all students are cared for 
and feel like they belong as well as keeping up with the academic rigor.”

April brings the promise of spring showers, big dresses and ex-
pensive suits. It is Prom season, and this year is going to in-

clude some changes.
The Prom theme is rustic romance, and Student Council 

members are excited to change it up.
“I think this year’s Prom is going to be a little bit fancier than 

last year’s. The theme’s a little bit different. This year everything’s 
pretty much different. Different decorations, different theme, dif-
ferent Prom favors and different crowns,” junior Katrina Stanger 
said.

Stanger is the junior class treasurer. She and other members of 
her class have been meeting with faculty to plan Prom.

“It’s a new facility in Franklin, and we’re the first Prom held 
there. There’s no dinner this year. That usually alternates every 
other year. That’s not abnormal that we’re not doing a dinner this 

year,” Mrs. Erin Swisher, Prom coordinator, said. 
Not including dinner this year caused some complications in 

the planning process.
“We were just trying to come with different places to go that 

typically do not require a food minimum. And then since we 
moved to a Saturday, that’s huge to find a place that doesn’t re-
quire a food minimum. We have to spend $15,000-$20,000 just 
to use their facility on a Saturday night, so a lot of people don’t 
understand that we just can’t pick a venue and go there,” Mrs. 
Swisher said.

Regardless of this, she said planning this year has gone very 
smoothly. Stanger agreed.

“Planning has gone really good. We started planning two 
months ago, so around three months before Prom. We’ve been 
meeting and discussing, and I think we’ve all pretty much agreed 

on everything. I think it’s going to be really good this year,” 
Stanger said. 

She added that students can expect a vintage, elegant night 
and hopes that students will have a good time this year. For stu-
dents like junior Riley Weber, who has attended Greenwood’s 
Prom every year since her freshman year, this year’s Prom will be 
compared to others in the past.

“I really liked where we were at last year. I thought it was really 
pretty, and they had this big curtain that was set up. I thought that 
was really cool. I’m excited for this year because the theme sounds 
fun and it seems like everyone really wants this year’s Prom to be 
great. No matter what, it’s still going to be a fun night to hang out 
with my friends,” Weber said.

Prom is on April 27 at The Garment Factory in Franklin from 
7:30-11 p.m. 

Journalism staffs drop cameras 
for California beach balls

A group of nine journalism students will be heading to California next week to celebrate the suc-
cesses of this year and plan for next year at the national convention. 
Attending national conventions is a way for student journalists to grow. Ms. Denise Roberts, 

journalism teacher, works hard to provide her students with these opportunities. Last year, students 
attended the convention held in Dallas. The Journalism Education Association and National Scho-
lastic Press Association work together to offer two conventions each year that draw between 5,000 
- 7,000 journalism students and their teachers from around the world. Next year’s conventions will 
be offered in Washington, DC, and Nashville, Tennessee. Students on the broadcast, newspaper and 
yearbook staffs will attend one of them.  

“It is something that we have done since I started here in 1996. We have only missed one conven-
tion in all those years. That’s where we go to get new ideas and to see what’s out there,” Ms. Roberts 
said. “Students actually apply to attend, and we cover much of the expense.”

The journalism program as a whole has been achieving great things this year and brought home 
awards from state in the fall. 

“Our newspaper was named Number One in Division 2 for the state of Indiana. There are only 
three divisions, and we’re in the middle one which puts us in competition with some really big 
schools. We also won nine other awards for newspaper. Yearbook won overall theme development, 
too,” she said. 

Staffs are pushing themselves daily to up their game. The yearbook staff created hefty goals at the 
beginning of the year, and they  are following through.

“Yearbook this year is doing a lot of different things. The pages will be bigger, and we’re also add-
ing pages. We are also adding video footage; it’s an app called HP Reveal, and scanning pictures with 
your phone will make videos and slideshows come off the pages,” senior Caroline Marot, editor-in 
chief, said. 

The staff also challenged themselves to include more students throughout the book. The goal was 
the students to appear in the book at least twice if not three times.

“I am most proud of how hard everyone has tried to get everyone in the book. It can be pretty 
hard when the easier thing to do is to just go interview your friends; they’ve done a really nice job at 
getting people who wouldn’t ordinarily be in the book,” Marot said. 

The newspaper staff also stepped up their game, especially on the online front. 
“Hannah Heilman has revolutionized how we’re tackling social media. Our social media pres-

ence is completely different than how it was last year,” senior Dillon Cloyd, editor-in cheif, said. 
The newspaper also started the school’s first in-depth magazine.
“We added the Impact magazine, which is hopefully going to be around forever. It’s pretty neat 

when you’re able to start something and name it knowing that the name is going to continue. Just 
like Timberlines is in its 60-something year, we were able to do that with the magazine this year,” 
Ms. Roberts said. 

The broadcast staff has overcome challenges to create impressive content. 
“The big thing with broadcast is that they have done a great job dealing with technical issues. 

The fact that they still have produced every single day even without the setup we’re supposed to have 
is unbelievable. Nobody realizes that they create a daily show -- something most schools do not do 
unless they are simply talking into a live camera without news, feature and sports segments. They’re 
even talking about adding podcasting for next year,” Ms. Roberts said. 
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The track team will travel 
to Franklin Central 
tonight. The meet 

begins at 6 p.m.

On April 26, the GHS baseball team will 
play at Victory Field. For more 

information, see Page 4.

UP TO 

date
The Best Buddies Friendship Walk is on 
April 28 at Celebration Plaza in White 

River State Park. The GHS group 
will meet at 10 a.m.

Look for light 
bulb moments

Take new 
approaches 
to learning

Stay connected 
to the local 
community

“Being my junior year, 
I’ll have more friends 

there, so it will be much 
better to hang out with 
people I’m close with.”

-junior Riley Weber

“I am really excited to 
go to the new venue this 

year for Prom. The Gar-
ment Factory looks 

really nice inside.”
-senior Dakota Reynolds
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Dillon Cloyd graphic


