
I am a fan of independent, family-
owned restaurants that make me feel 

comfortable and at home. I am not a 
fan of Sanders’ Family Kitchen, a new 
Greenwood restaurant.

I went in with high expectations 
of the diner. I expected a quiet, home-
y restaurant with a similar feel to Bob 
Evans. I thought this kitchen would 
even have better service due to the 
vibe they were trying to put off. Un-
fortunately, the service was mediocre. 
I planned on trying some breakfast 

and some lunch food, so I ordered a turkey melt and pancakes. 
When ordering chocolate chip pancakes, the waitress sarcasti-

cally asked “How old are you again?” As a person that works in 
customer service almost every day after school, this was actually 
shocking. It does not matter what the customer orders; the re-
sponsibility of the server is to try to fulfill the request as politely 
and accurately as possible. This experience put a bad taste in my 
mouth for the rest of the meal. Even though I kept my mouth 
closed about this comment, we only saw our waiter again for our 
food and the check.

Looking around, the environment was underwhelming. The 
walls are painted a bright orange, reminding me of a Mexican res-
taurant. There were barely any decorations in the restaurant, and 
it felt bare. Pairing this with the six other customers all over the 
age of 60 and The Price Is Right absolutely blaring over a corner 
television, I felt out of place. This restaurant is designed with se-
niors in mind.

The food was not incredible. My pancakes were good enough; 
they were thick, and the syrup was very sweet. The turkey melt, 
however, was a major let down. Even though the cheese was melt-
ed, the turkey was still cold, and the toast was extremely crunchy. 
I would eat the pancakes again, but that is it.

Overall, I was let down. I would rather go to Bob Evans where 
the waitresses are sweet and the food is prepared correctly. I would 
give Sanders’ a 5 out of 10.

It can be intimidating, but there are ways to make a first time 
abroad easier. The Foreign Language Department organized a 

trip to Europe this spring that included Barcelona, Rome and Pisa 
for seven days. 

Miss Neiswanger, Spanish teacher, took 3 students to explore 
these countries.

“It was my first time get-
ting to go out of the country, 
and I was kind of scared to 
go because I did not know 
what to expect, but my par-
ents convinced me, and I do 
not regret going,” sopho-
more Wendy Moreno said. 

Some students were 
ready to travel once more, 
but this time without family 
members going too.
“I wasn’t scared to be in an-
other country just because 
I have traveled many times 
both with and without my 
parents, but it was a bit in-
timidating just to think how 
far I was going to be from 
home,” senior Trinity Han-
cock said.

Even though many stu-
dents went on the Europe 
trip, there was only one up-
perclassman that went this 
year. 

“I truly didn’t even no-
tice that I was the oldest of 
my peers who went. Wendy 
Moreno was my roommate the entire time, and she was won-
derful. As far as the rest of the group, the youngest was Senora 
Neiswanger’s son, but he definitely didn’t act like a typical middle 
schooler so I didn’t mind at all,” Hancock said.

The trip did not consist of relaxing at the beach.
“We typically woke up at 7 a.m., had breakfast at the hotel, 

then went downtown and walked there or took a bus since we had 
main a guy who drove us, hiked to places, and had an hour of break 
for lunch. On one of those days, we combined with a group from 

New York since they brought a small group, but we all would go 
to see more places and then come back altogether to have dinner,” 
Moreno said.

Along with new discoveries came a little culture shock, and 
for some, it really affected their taste buds.

“Italy had pasta, but I realized it was so different and was not 
similar to the pasta that I was used to eating. It tasted a lot better, 
too. Even the payeyas that I am familiar with were in Portugal, but 

they were made differently 
and tasted better,” Moreno 
said.

For some students, sights 
will forever be engraved in 
their minds because of how 
different it looks up close.

“My favorite place that I 
saw was a church in Barcelo-
na called The Sagrada Fami-
ia, and it was really beauti-
ful because there is nothing 
like that built in the United 
States. When the light shines 
through the glass stained win-
dows, it reflected a lot of pret-
ty colors, and it really caught 
my attention when I saw it,” 
Moreno said.

Miss Neiswanger orga-
nizes international trips every 
two years, and students rec-
ommend it.

“I would recommend 
this trip to anyone that wants 
to travel because even our 
own bus driver named Bill 
was super nice. Also, even 
though we went with a teach-
er, it was, of course, an educa-

tional trip, but it was super fun to have Miss Neiswanger with us 
that it didn’t feel like a school-related trip after all,” Moreno said.

“The trip to Europe is opened any student and the cost for it 
always varies but it is around $3,000 to $4,000. It includes every-
thing from having a travel guide with us 24/7 and hotels that are 
close to the sites we want to visit. This year we went to countries 
around the Mediterranean Sea. I never take students to the same 
places as the previous years, I always try to switch it up,” Spanish 
teacher, Miss Neiswanger said. 
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Students travel
during Spring Break

When one imagines an Irish ex-
perience, they imagine red hair, 

leprechauns, and beer.  On the south 
side of Indianapolis, there are many 
quality and unique places to eat, and 
one of those places is O’Reilly’s Irish 
Bar & Restaurant.

Going in, I was looking to truly 
experience authentic Irish food. I de-
cided to do some research on what 
real Irish food was (which consisted 
of me Google searching “Irish food” 
as I walked in) and what I should be 

looking for. After this extensive research, I sat down and realized 
that there was a section on the menu that said “Traditional Irish 
foods.” I browsed this and saw many things that interested me, so 
I naturally went with the cheapest option. It was a bowl of Tradi-
tional Irish Stew. 

As I waited on my food, I noticed that O’Reilly’s is a very 
big restaurant and has a great environment. People obviously came 
to enjoy the bar area and the atmosphere of sports and entertain-
ment. I would definitely recommend this restaurant to anyone 
who wants a fun time. 

Soon, my stew arrived. It had a dark color and at first I was 
completely unsure of what was in it. I realized it was beef, potatoes, 
and a slew of other vegetables. Although a very simple concoction, 
I found it very good. The beef has a resemblance to beef jerky in 
terms of flavor, and there was a very big bowl of stew for the rea-
sonable price. 

All around, it was a very enjoyable experience. I enjoyed the 
food and the atmosphere of the restaurant as a whole. If I were 
looking for a place to enjoy the company of friends and have deli-
cious food, O’Reilly’s would be one of my top choices. The space 
is very big and perfect to mingle and meet people. Many patrons 
took part in a game of pool, which I would have been able to do if 
I had any clue how on earth to play pool. 

Rapp tries Irish cuisine

Disney’s Dumbo soars above 
reviewer’s expectations

New diner 
disappoints

Dumbo flew above my expecta-
tions.
Disney has begun to release live-

action versions of their original car-
toon films. Aladdin and The Lion 
King are soon to be released this year. 
When I heard about Dumbo also be-
ing adapted into live action, I was in-
trigued. I wondered how Disney was 
going to show animals talking and 
interacting with each other. I did not 

know how it was going to compare to 
the original Dumbo, for I find the classic to be extremely offensive.

The original Dumbo was released in the 1940s, and it was ex-
tremely racist. At the beginning of the movie, there are faceless Af-
rican American men working on railroad tracks and singing about 
not having educations. There are also crows that sing, and their 
character traits are supposed to represent stereotypical African 
Americans during that time. The name of the lead crow was Jim 
Crow, played by a white actor. These scenes completely abhorred 
me, so I am grateful they were not included in the live-action. 

In the original Dumbo, Dumbo accidentally gets drunk and 
suffers from many hallucinations. This scene was not included in 
the live-action, but there is a nod to it when Dumbo watches bub-
bles during the circus that are similar to his drunken hallucinations 
in the original. 

The plot lines of the live-action and the original are com-
pletely different. The live-action movie has a completely different 

cast of characters, and it focuses more on the people than it does 
the animals. Sometimes while watching the live-action, I felt as if 
Dumbo was a supporting role and not a main character, when it 
is clear who the main character is in the original. Though the plot 
lines are completely different, I feel that Dumbo definitely needed 
an upgrade. 

Both movies are visually advanced for their time of release. 
Dumbo was released in the 1940s and was definitely cinematically 
advanced compared to other movies during the time period. The 
live-action Dumbo’s visual effects are incredible. Dumbo looks 
extremely life-like and helps in immersing the viewer into the 
story.

If someone is in love with the original Dumbo, I would not 
recommend the live-action. Many people have been disappointed 
by the live-action version, but I think that the changes were essen-
tial. If looked at as two movies separate from each other, then the 
live-action version of Dumbo should impress audiences. 

The live-action Dumbo was better than the original, but I do 
not know if children would be huge fans. It was slow at parts, and it 
was intense for a children’s movie. The movie was not light-heart-
ed like a typical Disney movie. There were trials and deep conflict.

I do not know if Dumbo can be an accurate representation of 
what the other upcoming, live-action Disney movies will be like. 
There were major changes needed for Dumbo due to its original 
offensive content. I feel that in Aladdin and The Lion King, there 
are not many changes that need to be made from the original ver-
sions. Overall, I am excited to see what Disney has in store with its 
live-action films.
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Sophomore Sam Rapp enjoys a bowl of traditional Irish Stew. Rapp re-
viewed O’Reilly’s Irish Bar & Restaurant on SR 135. Grace Jackson photo

Sanders’ Family Kitchen opened on March 12. Staffer Dillon Cloyd arrived 
for a disappointing evening at the diner. Bridget Lindstrom photo

The ceiling of the Piazza 
dei Miracoli was captivat-
ing. This is known as one 
of the finest architectural 
complexes in the world. 

Students visited the Sa-
grada Familia in Barcelona. 
This church was sopho-
more Wendy Moreno’s 
favorite place on the trip. 
Wendy Moreno photos


