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Light up the Night honors law enforcement
For more than three years, Light up the Night has been a Green-

wood tradition to raise awareness of the hardships law enforce-
ment officers and their families face.

The Service Learning class planned the April 5 event two 
months in advance, and junior Taylor Watson, shared the set-up.

“We had food donated from Zaxby’s and City Barbecue. 
Games -- such as potato sack race, red light-green light, tug of war, 
bing-bag toss, and ring toss -- were set up for all to play,” Watson 
said. “Later, we held an auction and walked around the park.”

Watson shared her experience.
“When I first got there, there were many games set up, and 

food was being served. My main responsibility was to ensure that 
everyone was taken care, for example, serving food to the partici-
pants,” Watson said.

Another Service Learning student shared some numbers that 
correlated to the number of people present.

“We had around 20 firefighters and 10 police officers. This 
was actually the first year that firefighters showed up, and you 

could tell they really enjoyed it. Once it got dark, we got glow 
sticks that were blue because that’s the symbolic color of police,” 
junior Alex Wilson said.

Aside from food and games, an auction was also on the itiner-
ary.

“We held an auction that was fairly successful with some of 
the donations that were given. Items like tool kits, gift cards, and 
sportswear were auctioned off to the highest bidder,” Watson said. 
“The entire project was very well planned out but not as many 
showed. Twenty-three, not including police officers and firefight-
ers, were present. In past years, there were up to 200.”

Among the crowd was junior Charlie Scott who described his 
time at the event.

“When I got there, I was confused on what I should do, but 
as the night when on, it got a lot more fun. I got to find out what 
firefighters and police officers do in their day-to-day life. This was 
cool to me because they do not have many opportunities to share 
their stories,” Scott said. “For example, there was a firefighter at 
the event that was from Chicago, and he shared his story and ex-
pressed how nice he thinks it is that we do this kind of event every 

year.”
Scott got the chance to bond with some of the officers and 

firefighters.
“I got to throw a football with a firefighter. It was really cool 

because I never really knew how firefighters or officers acted or 
what they do in their free time. I got the chance to speak with a 
firefighter about it,” Scott said. “My favorite part of the night was 
listening to a firefighter, who was injured in the line of duty, speak 
and express his thoughts on how nice it is that we hold an event 
like this for our community.”

Scott summarized what the night was like as a whole.
“I believe Light up the Night was successful in fulfilling its 

purpose because the officers and firefighters were presented well,” 
Scott said. “I would recommend that people go to this event be-
cause it raises money for the police and fire departments and the 
events created a very fun and energetic atmosphere. It would have 
been nicer to have seen more people come to support the officers 
and firefighters and all they do in our community.”

Staffer mauled by werewolf 

Corporation offers GMS bricks

Going bankrupt, 
getting mauled 

by werewolves and 
activating trap cards 
are normal at Chess 
and Gaming Club 
meetings, something 
I never would have 
imagined before I 
first tried it.

As a person who 
enjoys board games 
and cards with my 

friends and family, I do not know why I did not 
participate in the club 
sooner. I walked into 
Mr. Cruze’s room with 
everyone else and did 
not really have an idea 
of what would hap-
pen from there. Some 
kids started playing 
card games while the 
majority of the group 
sat around a bunch of 
desks and decided what 
to play from the mam-
moth collection of card 
games and board games 
that Mr. Cruze has 
available. 

The majority de-
cided on a game called 
Werewolf, a party type of game similar to Town 
of Salem or Mafia. Each player takes a role with-
out the other players knowing, and the villagers 
or townspeople have certain roles they perform 
at night and the townspeople have to protect the 
village from  werewolves who decide to slay one 
person at night. 

For the first game I played the role of a 
townsperson who went by Tanner and apparently 

lived a very depressing life. I could win the game 
if the other townspeople and I found out who the 
werewolves or cult members were or I could get 
a personal victory because of my role. Tanner is 
one of the few cards that can get a personal vic-
tory by completing a certain task; my task since 
I lived a depressing life was to get mauled by a 
werewolf or killed by the townspeople. Which 
was very easy considering the second night I was 
brutally mauled by a werewolf. The game ended 
kind of funny and in a somewhat complicated 
way that I still do not really understand; however, 
the other players did.

The second round of Werewolf had me 
playing the role 
of a townsper-
son again except 
this time I was a 
drunk. The role 
of the drunk 
was unique be-
cause after three 
nights I would 
“sober up” and 
remember my 
role. At that 
point, I could 
take the role of 
a dead person or 
take a role that 
the game mod-
erator set aside 
for me. After the 

first couple of nights, I “sobered up” and had 
chosen the role of werewolf the game moderator 
set aside for me. Other werewolves and I went 
on a rampage and were somewhat successful. We 
ended up losing, but it was still a fun experience.

The club does not always play Werewolf; ev-
ery meeting they change it up or everyone does 
their own thing. The club meets every Tuesday 
after school until 4 p.m. 

Greenwood has been facing some big changes these last few years. Renovated streets, new round-
abouts, the expansion of the high school and new attractions like Freedom Springs. Among those 

transformations is the construction of the new middle school; possibly the biggest change Greenwood 
has seen in years. It is an adjustment some people have a hard time dealing with. So the City of Green-
wood is handing out bricks to GMS alumni, for a chance to see old friends and reminisce about the 
old school. 

Many people at the pickup have seen the entire lifespan of the building.
“I was at that school from 1960 to 1966, back when it was the junior-senior high school,” Susan 

Edwards said. “The colors used to be blue and gold, then of course they changed it to green,” she said. 
“The school was like the center of our lives, it’s where the community all came together and every-
thing happened.” Edwards said. “I really do miss it. We cried when they bulldozed it, but we knew it 
was time for it to go. That’s why we did this brick pickup. It’s a whole reunion of the community and 
it’s great to see all the old faces.”

Greenwood City Council member Bob Dine helped out at the brick pickup.
“I went here until May of 1970. It was still the junior-senior high school when I was here,” Dine 

said. “Some of my favorite memories here were the Friday-night basketball games. The gym would 
be packed and it seemed like everyone in Greenwood was there. We had a great team from 1969 to 
1971, it was just so much fun.”

The Mayor of Greenwood, a GMS alumnus, also made an appearance at the event.
“I went to that school from 1975 to 1977. The first period for all three years I had shop class. That 

had to be my favorite part of the school. We would learn auto-mechanics, how to tear apart the lawn-
mower engines and building the rocket cars. I had a great time with band too, I started out playing 
trumpet and switched to tuba.”

Though he will miss it, the Mayor feels the old middle school’s time was over.
“The brick handout is just for anyone who wants a piece of memorabilia, I’ll be getting one for 

myself too.” Meyers said. “It was the right move to replace the middle school, it had been remodeled 
five different times, and frankly, the building was just at the end of its life. The school system now has 
a brand new middle school, which is a great facility.”

The brick pickup is a chance to take home some memories for some, and a business opportunity 
for others.

“I own a company up in South Bend, Indiana and I did some work for a customer here a while 
ago, and she liked my work, so when this came to light she asked me to come here and do this,” pro-
fessional engraver, Dave Wagnerowski said.  “I use stencils on whatever I carve and then I just sand-
blast and paint it,” he said. “It costs $25 for one brick. You can get them customized with whatever 
you want too. Usually people get dates or names.”
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Participants in Gaming Club play Axis & Allies. Axis & Allies 
is a strategy card game that was based from World War II. 
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Senior Jackson Corbin, sophomore Thomas Lee, senior Ben Challman and senior Ethan French spend time 
socializing and playing card games. They played the Stranger Things Eggo card game. Brayton Laster photos
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