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In this era of mass production and genetically-altered food, it is nice to find a place with 
organic, homemade products. The Greenwood Farmer’s Market offers that on Satur-

days from 8 a.m. - Noon.
There is not much of a criteria when it comes to what people sell at the market, lo-

cated in the Greenwood United Methodist Church parking lot.
“I have ink pens, Harry Potter wands, key rings and just general things you could 

make out of wood,” Mr. Ron Burgess said. “My wife just got me a wood lathe this past 
Christmas, so I’ve been doing this for about four months. I’m mostly self-taught, but I 
did take a couple classes at a company called Rockler up on the north side.”

Though relatively new to the trade, Burgess’s wares are higher quality then store-

bought items.
“I’ve got wood here from five different continents, like Africa and South America. I 

use olivewood from Israel. I also have stuff like black oak,” he said.
The diversity of what is sold at the farmer’s market does not end with humans.
“All of these dog and cat treats are homemade with all natural and organic ingredi-

ents. We use brown rice and oat flour, no cornmeal, no soy, and no added sugars,” Ms. 
Melissa Grider said. “We also have catnip, toys, little bandanas and waste bag holders.” 

Ms. Grider being a pet owner herself, has a for behind her business.
“I started this business when my dog got sick from those store bought treats, and my 

neighbors asked me to make their dog treats too. After that, they suggested I sell at the 
farmer’s market, so here we are six years later,” she said.

Just across from the pet store tent is a more human-friendly set of aromas.
“I’m selling my soy candles for $5 a jar. We make them in small batches of six, and we 

use a variety of strong scents,” Ms. Maggie Campbell said. “We order in the scents and 
mix it into the wax when we make it.”

Many find the soy candles to be a better alternative to the ones on the store shelves. 
“Soy candles burn more evenly, and there’s never any soot, compared to regular 

candles,” Ms. Campbell said. “They are slow-burning too, so they last longer, and you 
can make the scent as strong as you want them.”

Who knew that of all the reasons to start a business, boredom could be one of them?
“I cannot sit without doing something with my hands, so I saw this idea on Pinterest, 

changed it a little and made it my own,” Ms. Pat Harvey said. 
Often times, if something is hand-crafted, it cannot be replicated making it a little 

more valuable. Ms. Harvey could not agree more.
“I have flower pots decorated and made into the shape of people. Some of them have 

faces; some don’t. But, they all have their own unique personalities,” she said. “I sell bird-
feeders made from empty wine bottles. I also use those bottles to make soap dispensers. 
Everything is going to be unique because they are hand-crafted, and you will never find 
a duplicate.”

Though a simple invention, it is ingenious. 
“So you take the bottle out of the dispenser and fill it with birdseed. After that, you 

put it back in the glass, and it fills the glass with gravity. As the birds eat from it, it will 
continue to fill itself,” Ms. Harvey said. “The ones with the flower cap is a tube for the 
sugar water to go through and feed the hummingbirds.”

Farmers’ Market 
opens for fresh season

Local business fulfills gaming dreams

Have you ever wanted to try out virtual 
reality? Have you ever wanted to play 

your favorite game on the absolute high-
est settings but don’t have a $3000 gam-
ing computer? Have you wanted to play 
the game consoles that your dad grew up 
with? Then, you might want to try out the 
all new Ultimate Gaming Xperience.

Riley Cummings and his dad own Ul-
timate Gaming Xperience at the corner of 
County Line and State Road 135.

UGX offers a variety of top tier con-
soles and gaming computers for open play.

“We have 10 custom built gaming 

computers built to the highest quality of 
specs available to use,” Cummings said. 
“The computers have either a GTX 1070 
or a GTX 1070ti which, when combined 
with our great processors, should allow 
whoever is playing the game to play any 
game they want at high speeds on the high-
est settings.”

UGX also offers four different virtual 
reality game rooms for use, all of which 
have been designed to a certain game or 
theme. 

“At UGX, we also have four virtual re-
ality rooms with a large VR library which 
offer experiences from games to VR roller-
coasters,” Cummings said. 

UGX also hosts special gaming tour-
naments.

“From time to time we will host a 
tournament. Sometimes, it might be Fort-
nite. Other times, it might be something 
else,” he said. “We will post on our social 
media from time to time announcing tour-
naments, so people will have to keep an eye 
on that.”

At UGX, customers pay by the hour 
to use the machines.

“If you want to play any of our con-
soles, they are available for $7 an hour, PCs 
are available for $10 an hour, and then our 
VR rooms are available for $15 an hour,” 
Cummings said.
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Maggie’s Candles are examples of the organic products sold. The farmers market will be open 
on Saturday from 8 a.m. - Noon until October. Eric Reingardt photo
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