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For years shoes have been practical and 
reliable as foot protection. Today they 

are a fashion trend and a status symbol. 
Brands like Converse, Nike and Vans 

dominate the market and the shoe col-
lector’s closet, and many celebrities have 
joined the trend offering their own brands 
of footwear.

“I have the Yeezy 350 V2 Boosts by 
Kanye West, retail price $220, but resale is 
$300 so I got them for $330,” sophomore 
Jaden Shepard said. “I own mostly Nikes 
and Vans, but some Retro 11 Jordans too.”

Shepard has one pair on his wish list.
“If I could get any pair in the world, it 

would be the Concord 11s. They’re fantas-
tic basketball shoes,” Shepard said.

Another shoe enthusiast, sophomore 
Ryan Driggs, wears the latest models.

“I’m wearing a pair of Nike Huara-

ches,” Driggs said. “These are comfortable 
along with stylish; they are really flexible, 
too. They come in so many different styles; 
a lot are multi-colored, but they also have 
just solid-colored ones.”

Driggs, like many others, sports the 
very popular Jordan brand of shoes.

“I own a pair of all-
white Jordan Flights with 
pink and neon green trim,” 
Driggs said.

Driggs is a little more 
modest when it comes to 
shoe shopping.

“I wouldn’t go for a 
super expensive pair of 
shoes. My budget for a pair 
is usually $150 to $200. I 
would probably get some-
thing like a pair of Jordan 
12s in wolf-gray,” he said.

With all the hype sur-
rounding the 
latest models 
of shoes, it is a 
rare sight to see 
a teen wear-
ing loafers and 
dock shoes.

“I have on 
my Sperry boat 
shoes,” sopho-
more Colden 

Davis said. “Sperry Topsider is a brand 
founded back in the 40s by Paul Sperry. I 
have various penny loafers, corduroy slip-
pers, and today I’m about to buy a pair 
of Venetian Drivers. My favorite kind of 
shoes are the Versace Loafers.”

Davis is well-known for his retro 

style and no socks, which is a principle he 
strongly stands by.

“Wearing them without socks is 
okay,” Davis said. “When it gets warmer 
out, no socks in loafers is just the preppy 
thing to do.”

Coffee drinker finds 
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As a senior in high school, being an avid coffee drinker is inevitable, so I decided to 
find the best coffee shop Greenwood has to offer. 
Quite honestly, my favorite place to get coffee is Starbucks; however, in order to 

find the best local shop, I knocked both Starbucks and Dunkin’ Donuts off the list of 
possibilities. Greenwood has three local coffee shops: Brickhouse Coffee, Coffeehouse 
Five and Strange Brew. In order to compare all three, I decided to order the same, or 
very similar, drink at each.

As far as atmosphere goes, Brickhouse Coffee wins in my book. The inside is dec-
orated with dangling lights and chalkboard labels and offers a variety of seating options. 
While it was decorated well, sound echoed off the walls quite a bit, making it difficult 
to get work done; the sound of everyone’s conversations was overpowering. My go-to 
drink is an iced caramel macchiato, but since it was not offered on the menu, I ordered 
an iced caramel latte and a cinnamon roll; customers can heat up their food in a micro-
wave that has preset heating options for each food item on the menu. So, the coffee: it 
was not bad; however, it was not my favorite cup of coffee. Although it was a caramel 

latte, it was strong; I like coffee, but this was strong coffee. The caramel flavoring from 
the drink was good, the cinnamon roll was good and overall the experience was good.

Next was Coffeehouse Five. This shop was a bit smaller than Brickhouse but was 
set up in a similar way with a variety of seating and lighting, a fireplace and coffee deco-
rations. I ordered banana bread and an iced caramel macchiato. Overall, I found that 
this was the best environment of the three shops to get work done; customer’s voices 
did not echo throughout the shop as they talked. So, the coffee: it was great. The cof-
fee was not too strong, there was plenty of caramel flavoring and it was just the right 
consistency; additionally, the banana bread was pretty good. Before I set foot in Cof-
feehouse Five, my favorite iced caramel macchiato had been from Starbucks, but now, 
it is from Coffeehouse Five.

Finally, I visited Strange Brew. This little shop really is a bit strange, in a good way. 
There were multiple unique paintings hanging on the walls, in the bathroom there was 
a cardboard cutout of a celebrity and there was a fish tank in the middle of the shop. 
As far as the noise level, it was not as distracting as Brickhouse had been, yet it was not 
as quiet as Coffeehouse Five. I ordered an iced caramel latte, just like at Brickhouse, as 
they did not offer an iced caramel macchiato; I also ordered a croissant breakfast sand-
wich. So, the coffee: it was pretty good. It was not too strong and had a good amount 
of caramel flavoring.

Each place had their own unique qualities, from dangling lights and chalkboard 
signs at BrickHouse to a homier atmosphere at Coffeehouse Five and a cardboard cut-
out in the bathroom at Strange Brew. But in the end, Coffeehouse Five had the best 
cup of coffee, even bumping Starbucks down from first on my list. Overall though, 
each place was unique and worth giving a try.
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