
Golf to conquer Conference 
Sam Rapp
Sports Editor 

The golf team will compete for a conference 
championship at Deer Creek golf course in 

Plainfield today after school. 
Sophomore Trenton Vislay said, “It is a great 

course, but it can very long, hilly and narrow.”
With a course like that, golfers must plan how 

they will play it ahead of time.
“I just have to be smart and play clubs that I am 

confident in and won’t get me in trouble,” Vislay 
said. “That would be playing clubs I know I am 
skilled with and not taking huge risks that could get 
me in bad shots.”

Players have been working on individual skills 
that specifically will help them in this competition. 

“We’ve been working on our short game a lot to 
prepare for conference, and I definitely think I have 
improved on that a lot,” sophomore Davis Beckham 

said. “I have personally worked to improve my chip-
ping, putting and driving.”

They have had the freedom to work on their 
individual games. 

“We have practiced really hard every day, and 
we have had the freedom to work on what we think 
is hurting our game and what we need to improve 
on,” Vislay said. 

The Woodmen go into conference with an ex-
pectation to compete well and to raise some eye-
brows. 

“It will be hard for us to win conference beca-
sue there are some really skilled teams at he top of 
the conference, but I think we have a good chance, 
and if we compete well, we can place high for sure,” 
Beckham said. “I really want to shoot high 30s and 
low 40s for nine hole.”

Vislay has similar goals.
“I want to win conference, but I would also like 

to get my 18-hole score below 85,” he said.

Being a senior was 
nerve-wracking, but the 
coaches were really cool 
and helped me a lot. 
The seniors were helpful 
role-models and taught 
me how to remain calm 
during stressful matches.
-freshman 
Braxton Christie

As a senior graduating 
this year, I want to make 
sure my teammates know 
to not let one bad match 
get you down and always 
keep your head up and 
give it your all. The sea-
son goes by fast, so be 
confident in your match 
and stay focused.
- senior Jacob Rothaar

Team persevered
Faith Jackson
News Editor 

The girls tennis team celebrated a successful season.
With many new and inexperienced players, the girls tennis 

team persevered through a tough schedule.
“It is my second year, and it has been great. I started playing last 

year because a lot of my friends were already playing and I had always 
wanted to play tennis. It was hard at first, but I have been getting better. 
I just wish I would have started sooner,” senior Madelen Tevalan said.

Senior Stephanie Gutierrez started playing tennis as a senior, too.
“It first started as an idea. I always wanted to do a sport, but I didn’t 

think I was athletic at all, so the thought of joining a sport quickly left 
my mind. I started working after I turned 16, an so I didn’t have time 
for anything else once school started. After a while, it got to be a lot 
working and having school, and I wanted something different. I started 
going to winter clinics and conditioning,” Gutierrez said.

Junior Ally Hessung acknowledged the impact her teammates 
made on her.

“My tennis partner is Simi Kaur, a senior, and she’s had an impact 
on me because every day I got to practice with her and play together in 
matches. She helps me have a positive mindset when we are playing in 
a match,” Hessung said.

Tevalan hopes to have made an impact on high school tennis even 
over her short career.

“What I hope to leave behind is the idea that the tennis team is 
not just a bunch of girls playing the same sport but a family that enjoys 
cheering each other on whether it is on or off the courts,” Tevalan said.

Gutierrez is leaving the tennis program with thankfulness and 
contentment with the season.

“I was having second thoughts when it came to the decision to 
play, but I ultimately went for it. All the girls on the team were won-
derful, and I think they are really great. We have some amazing players, 
and I am really glad I joined and got to experience this season with 
them,” Gutierrez said.
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return the ball. Da-
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Junior Emily Cha-
tham tosses the 

ball to serve. Cha-
tham is the No. 2 

singles player. Ben 
Sobieray photo
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