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Many cannot wait to walk on graduation day. With fam-
ily and friends cheering, the day cannot come fast 

enough.
Unlike other schools where a school official -- such as 

a principal, assistant principal or superintendent -- shakes 
graduates’ hands and present them their diplomas, GHS se-
niors get to choose who does the honor. Usually, that hand-
shake and presentation are followed by heart-felt hugs.

“It is a huge honor to be asked to hand students their 
high school diploma because there are hundreds of people 
in the community and the fact that they feel that they con-
nected with a staff in a short amount of time is special,” Mrs. 
Julia Reynolds, media specialist, said.

Seniors could have chosen any current or retired Green-
wood teacher, faculty member or staff member from any 
school level, so the decision could have been tough for 
some. Selection forms were distributed at the Senior Meet-
ing and were due in early May

“I never want a student to feel pressured to pick anyone 
in particular, and I always try to stay out of the conversation. 
I think it is fun to see who students pick because sometimes 
they will pick someone who I would have never put them 
together. Then, it hits me that the person really made an 
impact on them. For students who do not choose anyone, 
I feel sad for them because not many schools allow for this 
to be choice,” Mrs. Reynolds said.

G r a d u a t i o n 
can be an exciting 
time when students 
choose people who 
they have a bond 
with.

“Some teachers decide to rehearse with students with 
how they will hand their diploma, and one year a student 
bowed to me, and I did a courtesy bow. Most teachers are 
open to doing handshakes as well,” Mrs. Reynolds said.

When a teacher hands the student diploma, there are 
some bittersweet moments that can go along with it.

“Graduation day is really a special moment with a stu-
dent, especially when you get a few seconds in between 
when you hand their diploma because you are able to 
congratulate them on their hard work,” Mrs. Laura Stadtfeld, 
Family and Consumer Science teacher, said.

Ms. Denise Roberts, journalism teacher, explained her 
experience with the ceremony.

“Before we were able to hand out diplomas, only a few 
teachers actually attended graduation. Once this began, 
we see most teachers and staff members attending. It’s 
great,” Ms. Roberts said. “When a senior asks me and hands 
me the paper to sign, I always warn them that I’m not a 
pretty crier. I’ll be blotchy and puffy. But, seriously, handing 
diplomas to students who have been such a part of my life 
is one of the greatest part of being a teacher. I think all of 
us would agree on that.”

Graduation day does not only bring happiness to the 
seniors but to teachers who have seen students struggle 
and overcome tough times.

“Being at graduation is really amazing because you 
get to see some of our special needs students graduate or 
students who have struggled step across and receive their 
diplomas or certificates of completion,” Mrs. Stadtfeld said. 
“For new teachers who will be giving students’ diploma, I 
want them to know that it is a special moment that says 
that the student appreciates everything they have done 
and it is a clarification of why they are there and the impact 
they are making.” 
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