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things to know

With the rise in school shootings and vaping 
use, the school must respond with an increase 

in safety precautions which includes four new met-
al detector wands and a new school entrance.

The metal detectors -- provided free to the 
school --  should cause vaping at school to decrease. 
Each school received one metal detector for every 
250 students.

“With these new metal detectors, we can de-
tect any vape or weapons brought to school. This 
will help keep the students and the school safe,”As-
sistant Principal Craig Bruns said. “We have the 
detector wands so we can bring them to the kids 

immediately.”
Administrators know it is difficult for students 

to learn if  they feel unsafe on school grounds. 
“All we want is for all the students and staff  to 

become successful,” Principal Todd Garrison said. 
“All we need to search somebody is reasonable sus-
picion, and we can search their property and use 
the metal detectors.”

The administration took more precaution and 
remodeled the school’s main entrance over the 
summer. Now, visitors must pass through the office 
rather than a general door to enter the building.

“The entrance helps us see everyone come 
into the school Now that we have the door that 
leads to the office, it eliminates all the ways peo-
ple get into school unseen,” Mr. Garrison said. 

Ashley Kremer
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Every school year brings new 
changes, and this one is no dif-

ferent. Greenwood High School 
is introducing QUEST, a class to 
help bridge the relationship be-
tween students.

QUEST, one of  the newest 
classes offered, helps Special 
Education students interact with 
other students on a regular ba-
sis. The program pairs a Special 
Education student with another 
student, and together they social-
ize with new friends and work in 
a group setting in regular class-
rooms.

“Your whole job to earn 
credit is to pair up with that stu-
dent and help them succeed in 
the classroom and complete the 
classwork to the best of  their 
ability,” Mrs. Laura Stadfeld, 
FACS teacher, said.

The students interact in a va-
riety of  classes, such as art, foods 
and physical education, as well 
as academic classes like history. 
By being exposed to classrooms 
with lots of  students, the Special 
Education student is experienc-
ing first-hand normal high school 
life. 

“They get to see and interact 
with people every day and expe-
rience the things that most high 
school students take for grant-
ed,” Mr. Jeremy Runge, history 
teacher, said.

Not only do the Special Edu-
cation students benefit from this 
new class, but so do the students 
they are paired with. 

“The students get to know 
different kids in the building and 
becoming advocates for those 
kids. These students are also 
learning teaching skills, people 
skills, and skills about working 
with different types of  people. 
They are also learning creativity 
because they are coming up with 
new ways to help these kids and 
figure out how they will be suc-
cessful,” Mrs. Stadfeld said.

Senior Marissa Turner 
works with the special education 
students every day. She helps 
them in foods class and physical 
education.

“The best part is seeing the 
smiles on the children’s faces, 
and knowing that no one feels 
secluded,” Turner said. “I hope 
that the Greenwood student 
body that never engaged with 
these kids before will do it now.”

The Marching Woodmen and Irish Guard are known for numerous State championships. This past 
summer, though, director John Morse left GHS and Mr. Ben Werne stepped in. While obviously a 

shift in leadership is a big change, a lot of  effort has gone into making the transition as easy as possible 
for students.

“I’m trying my hardest to make zero changes. Greenwood is very strong on tradition, and I have a lot 
of  respect for that. The band program has been really successful through a lot of  directors before me that 
were obviously doing things the right way. Rather than 160 people adapting to me, I wanted to learn the 
Greenwood way and keep things the same as possible,” Mr. Werne said.

The kids needed some time to warm up to the idea of  a new director, but they are starting to realize 
that he might have insight that can really help them out. 

“I like the new perspectives he’s given us and knowing that we are getting advice from someone that’s 
been looking in on the band from the outside,” sophomore Conner Peckinpaugh said.

Mr. Werne knows what he is good at and that his deep musical background will help the students.
“I started as a percussionist and was an All State percussionist all through high school, and then I 

learned to play the clarinet and I did that in college so I have a masters degree in clarinet performance, 
have a good ear, good pitch. I think I’m really good at teaching individual students and getting them fired 
up to play,” Mr. Werne said.

While nothing has changed in the way that the band operates, students have started doing more to 
warm up their muscles before practice. 

“We go out before we even start rehearsing, and we do this body warm up to Rocket Man. We also 
do these things called fundamentals where we line up, we’re really far apart in a block and we just practice 
the basics.” sophomore Solae Mathis said.

The shows working title right now is Man vs. Machine is totally different from last year. While last 
year’s show was staged in the far past, this year’s show has robots trying to take over humans.

“We’re trying to portray technology getting smarter and smarter and smarter and how that interferes 
with humans and how they live,” Mr. Werne said.

The plans for the show and how they prepare are no different than they have been in the past.
“It’s been a new kind of  year with the new director, and it took the kids some time to warm up in some 

regards, but most everything has been kept the same. We went to pre band camp before school started, 
and just the typical practice stuff  -- nothing out of  the ordinary,” Mrs. Lisa Knartzer, band secretary, said.

The first band competition is Sept. 7.

Support the Woodmen at 
the first football game at 
7 p.m. tonight at Bloom-
ington North. The theme 

is Beach Night.
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QUEST
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New metal detectors increase security
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Although the yearbook 
staff  has not started 

advertising it, you can 
order your yearbook 

for $53 online at 
Jostensyearbooks.com
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For stories, photo 
galleries and more, 
check out our website:
ghstimberlines.org

Homecoming Week is 
Sept. 23-27. Student 

Council will announce 
Spirit Day themes soon.

Plan ahead. 
Winterization will take 
place Nov. 16 this year.

GHS is hosting its first 
College Application 

Day on Sept. 17. Seven 
college representatives 
will be on-site handling 
automatic admissions.


