
In recent weeks, the shifting back and forth between the 
U.S. and China over tariffs on the trade of  3,805 goods 

has escalated to the tune of  a possible 25 percent tax in-
crease. While the trade war seems far outside of  Green-
wood, the effects on GHS students could be closer than 
they seem. 

With escalating trade talks with China, the US is at 
the risk of  seeing a 25 percent tax increase on many items 
imported, such as phones, gaming systems, and even 
school supplies. 

“At the direction of  the President, the Trade Repre-
sentative determined to take actions resulting in the im-
position of  an additional 25 percent duty on products of  
China with an annual trade value of  approximately $250 

billion,” the Office of  the Unit-
ed States Trade Representative 
said in a statement.

The types of  goods that 
the school would be concerned 
about include paper, office sup-
plies and textbooks. Students’ 
fees are designed to cover those 
costs. However, the good news 
is that the school will likely not 
see any changes in the short 
term.

“They wouldn’t see an 
increase in lunch or books 

because we have already established those fees for this 
year,” Mr. Todd Pritchett, Assistant Superintendent of  
Finance said. “Those prices are recommended based on 
the current market, and those were all approved for the 
summer of  the 19-20 school year.”

However, if  the prices do go up, the school is not im-
pervious to the costs.

“A general rule is that if  the costs go up, at some point 
in time, that is going to touch everybody,” Mr. Pritchett 
said.

School costs do not simply include pens and staples. 
The cost of  cleaning supplies and machines for copying 
and printing as well as their paper could be impacted by 
the tax increase.

“There are the licenses associated for the various 
computer software programs. We do have a pretty signif-

icant paper expenses with the copiers and printers,” Mr. 
Pritchett said. “A lot of  people don’t think about all of  the 
custodial supplies, cleaning supplies, mops, and things of  
that nature.”

The increased costs on aluminum and steel could 
also translate to the school’s gyms.

“The P.E. Department probably spends the most on 
the weight room. There is a lot of  upkeep and also keep-
ing things updated with new machines, new racks, and 
new weights,” Coach Jay Yates said. 

The price hikes would also reach students outside of  
the classroom. For brands such as PlayStation, Xbox, and 
Nintendo, students may see higher prices for the next gen-
eration of  consoles.

Sony finance Chief  Hiroki Totoki, together with oth-
er companies such as Nintendo and Microsoft, made a 
direct statement to the US Government on the harmful 
effects the tariffs.

 The costs of  buying and maintaining both new and 
used cars will see an increase.

These tariffs would slim down competition and se-
lection, causing prices of  used cars and car repairs to rise, 
according to Peter Welch, president of  the National Au-
tomobile Dealers Association.

However, some goods are safe from the possible price 
push. Medicines are exempt, and the price of  some goods 
may decrease, such as gasoline.

According Patrick DeHaan, head of  petroleum anal-
ysis for GasBuddy, gas prices are projected to fall under 
2$ per gallon, based on the sizeable 14$ decrease of  oil 

prices.
Whether or not the tariff  on Chinese goods takes 

effect, students should keep an eye on negotiations 
for the sake of  expenses inside and outside of  school. 

“Schools are always in a process of  going through 
recessions, going through inflation, going through 
cost increases,” Mr. Pritchett said. “This is something 
that I don’t think would be an immediate alarm for 
us. We would have to transition through the process 
and see how the trends carry us through and make 
slight adjustments.”
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Several new staff  members claimed classrooms as this school year 
began.

Last year, Mr. Mason Deal was a student teacher for Mrs. An-
drea Campbell but has taken the role as a new biology teacher. He 
graduated from Franklin College and also Grand Canyon University.  

“I wanted to start teaching because of  my academic advisor, 
Doctor O’Neal. He made Biology activities fun, and I could relate 
to him well. He made me want to help kids out because he helped 
me. It is kind of  cliché, but I love teaching at Greenwood because 
of  the community. I love the small family feel of  it and it, is very 
welcoming. I started teaching because I want to get kids engaged in 
learning, involved with the curriculum, and stay paying attention,” 
Mr. Deal said.

Mrs. Iana Allen formerly taught at Southport and became a 
teacher to show her students they can challenge themselves. She has 
a unique story as an English teacher who did not speak English when 
she came to the United States. 

“I have been teaching for 11 years, and I actually graduated from 
Greenwood, so I really love the community and the school settings. 
I love the school relationship with the students as well. When I came 
to the United States in 1996, I did not speak English. So if  something 
is challenging, I want to go after it. I really want to make a difference 
in my classroom and have my students understand that if  there is a 
challenge, they can go after it. I want my classroom to be student-led, 
so they are comfortable to share their ideas and take charge in their 
learning,” Mrs. Allen said.

Mrs. Sara Cannaday started her teaching career this year.
“This is my very first ever year teaching. I really wanted to help 

people so that’s why I became a teacher. I didn’t know if  I wanted to 
be in the medical field, a nonprofit or education, but I knew I wanted 
to help people. I love learning from the students because sometimes 
they have an idea and I am like ‘wow that was a really good idea.’ 
Overall, the environment and the welcoming feel from Greenwood is 
the best,” Mrs. Cannaday said.

Ball State graduate Mrs. Sheri Ludeman has been teaching 18 
years but joined the GHS Special Education Department this year.

“This is my first year teaching at Greenwood, but I have been 
teaching for 18 years. My favorite part about teaching is the kids. 
You guys are very polite and fun to work with. Before here, I 
taught elementary school at Indianapolis public schools. I want-
ed to become a teacher so I could have the ability to work 
with kids as a special education teacher and be an advo-
cate for kids who can’t advocate for themselves. I love 
being with kids and watching kids learns and seeing 
their success,” Mrs. Ludeman said. 

Mr. Derek Fischer is the new FACS teacher and 
a veteran Marine. 

“This is my first teaching job. I love the staff  
and students here. They are super excited to hear 
me talk and I’m excited to teach them. I love 
talking about nutrition, and there is a lot of  
misinformation that I hope to address. I 
love the students and interacting with 
them,” he said. 

Mrs. Angela Aragon previously 
taught at four schools throughout In-
diana. 

“I have been teaching for eight 
years. I’ve taught at IUPUI, 
Whiteland, Daleville and 
recently the Excel center. 
I love the students; they 
are very inquisitive and 
hardworking, and also 
my English learners that 
I get to work with are 
super fun. I worked in 
an office for a year after 
college and was processing 
money, but I didn’t really like 
what I was doing. It was the 
same thing every day. I also want-
ed to help people, so I became a teacher be-
cause I thought that would be a great way to help,” she said. 
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