
Football is the most exciting season of  the school year for many people. Athletes get the adren-
aline rush of  playing, students get to have fun with their friends on Friday nights and teachers 

take pride in the school when they gather in the stands to support the Woodmen. The team is 
just getting started with their training and preparations for this season, and they have big goals.

“I want the team this year to improve the record we had last year and do our best to make a 
significant run late in the year” sophomore Brayden Gardner, right guard, said.

They already have their eyes on teams they want to beat and know what they must do to 
accomplish that.

 “We really want to beat Perry Meridian because last year we didn’t do as well towards the end 
of  the game and that cost us the win so I think that if  we can finish better we can beat them,” junior 
Ethan Haessig, running back, said.

The players also have individual goals for themselves.
“I just want to help the team the best that I can through practice and games. Everyone on our team 

has a role, and I just want to do mine to the best of  my ability,” Gardner said. 
The coaches have a few key players in mind who they think will perform especially well 

this season.
“I mean were going to be pretty young on defense this year. The guys who I would 

look out for are three line backers -- Gavin Rupert, Gabe Long, and Josh Miller -- so they’re 
going to have big ears,” Coach Bradley Clark said.

There is one player in particular coaches expect to blow everyone away.
“I think Ethan Haessig offensively is going to have a break out this year. He’ll be one 

of  the guys who will be able to really showcase some of  his talents,” Coach Mike Campbell 
said.

Fans might notice a few changes.
“Coach Clark is taking over as defensive coordinator so we’re going to play a 3-4 defen-

sive rather than the 4-4 that we’ve played for the last 10 years,” Coach Campbell said
Tonight’s game is away against Bloomington North; this will only be the second time in 

recent school history that the Woodmen have played them.
“We’re looking forward to going down there and trying to find a way to win that game. 

Our big thing is that we have a lot of  new guys starting, a lot of  new guys coming in so we 
just want to see how they react to the Friday night lights,” Coach Campbell said.

Woodmen kick off 
football season  

The boys tennis season has just begun 
and is expected to be a good one. 
The boys have a three-way meet 

against Plainfield and Whiteland at 
home tomorrow starting at 9 a.m. 

“Personally, I am kind of  OCD 
with staying organized with the team. 

From kid to kid, they had put in a lot of  
work over the off-season. I think we are 
pretty prepared going into the season,” 
Coach Jeremy Runge said. 

The team is expected to have a 
good year with the loss of  only two se-
niors to graduation.

“This year, we only lost two se-
niors, so I am expecting a pretty good 
year. I think that with conference, I 

would not be surprised if  
we come out with a first or 
second place. The team has 
put in the work, now we just 
need to go perform,” Coach 
Runge said.

The coach worked with 
the boys during the summer, 
and his practices were not 
easy. 

“The biggest thing for 
our kids, and most especial-

ly our underclass-
men, is getting used 
to running. Our big-
gest stress is that the 
kids can run, and 
that is not an easy 
thing to get used 
too. I would say that 
is the hardest part 
for the boys, is just 
getting used to how 
much running we 

do,” he said.
The ability to hop back into the 

swing of  tennis training can be tough. 
When season hits, it is a time of  condi-
tioning and working to get better.

“It’s always very hard to get back 
into the season. Conditioning is some-
thing I struggle to get back into the nor-
mal of  how much we run. My endur-
ance kills me when we run, but you get 
used to it at the end of  season,” junior 
Thomas Burt said.

Sectionals and County are on top 
of  the teams mind. The County and 
Sectionals tournaments are rough to 
win.

“The thing with County and Sec-
tionals is that we have Center Grove 
in ours. The last two years we always 
are right with Center Grove. We have 
been really close to them in our match-
es more or less. This year I think it will 
be very close with them,” Coach Runge 
said. 

The practices are hard, but players 
still have fun. Some practices are gruel-
ing, while others they play games.

“My favorite part of  tennis is when 
we go to Dennys. We only go on our 
Saturday matches, and it’s a really fun 
thing the team does. It’s a fun little tra-
dition that we do. It also is a great way 
the team bonds,” sophomore Aidan 
Luttrell said
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The team warms up for practice. 
The Woodmen face Bloomington 
North tonight at 7 p.m. in Bloom-
ington. Grace Nuhfer photos


