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Cross Plainfield 
relays tomorrow

Cheer team makes school historyToo few athletes 
for freshman team

Cheerleaders practice their cheers for the 
upcoming season. Competition cheerleaders 
won the State Fair competition. Braelynn 
Dotson photo

Over the river and through the woods and hills and more woods and more hills and 
another river...
The cross country team takes on the Plainfield Relay Meet tomorrow at Swinford 

Park. More than 10 schools will compete to take home a win.
“The Plainfield Relay Meet is unusual because it is unlike any other meet we will 

have the rest of  the year,” Coach Blaine Williams said. “They run in pairs. Each pair 
runs six miles total. When one person is running, their partner is resting.” 

The competition will be tight, but GHS is ready. They have already spent months 
training and are ready to show everyone what they are made of. 

“We ran a lot over the summer. We met quite a few times throughout June and July, 
and we went to cross country camp at the beginning of  July,” Coach Williams said. 

Between cross country camp, summer workouts, and practicing every day after 
school, the team is close. The family aspect is one of  multiple reasons many of  the run-
ners are a part of  the team.

“Being on the cross team is really fun, and we are like a family. There is a lot of  
positivity,” junior Ava Leininger said. 

With new teammates, such as sophomore, Ruby Olston, sophomore, Celia Sailo, 
and sophomore, Ella Sigler, the team believes they are set up to have a good season full 
of  success. 

“I think we are going to do pretty good considering we have new people on the team 
and some people from last year on the track team have joined so I feel like they are going 
to improve as well,” sophomore Doga Karakus said. 

Traveling is part of  the fun of  being on the team. Getting to go to different high 
school’s courses week after week plays a big part in how close the team is. 

“My favorite part of  being on the cross country team is getting to travel to different 
courses. I really look forward to meets at Franklin because their course is very nice. 

Due to a lower number of  freshman 
players, there will be no freshman 

football team this year -- only a combined 
JV and freshman squad.

“It’s a little disappointing to not get 
to play with just your classmates, but the 
opportunity to play with and against old-
er players is nice because we will have 
the chance to improve by playing much 
harder and bigger completion,” freshman 
Ethan Pringle said.

It is disappointing to see good athletes 
who could help the team not playing.

“It is disappointing to see our class 
having low numbers because we have 
good athletes in this class,” freshman 
Nash Peterson said. “I think that we have 
a great group of  players right now, and I 
am confident in the freshman class. I just 
wish more kids were jumping to play.”

The lack of  players forces some play-
ers to be on the field constantly.

“With not as many other freshmen, 
I could have to play both offense and de-
fense, which I like doing. It is just very tir-
ing at times,” Peterson said.

Although numbers are down, the 
freshmen are still optimistic and excited 
for their season.

“I think we have very good potential 
as a class even though are numbers are not 
as high,” freshman Colin Robbins said. 
“We have a tight-knit group, and we all 
have a lot of  belief  in our team.”

When the season rolls around, the 
freshmen hope they can adjust to the JV.

“I think we will be just fine playing JV, 
and I think we can still have a very posi-
tive season,” Pringle said. “If  we just stick 
together and play together, we can have a 
great year.”

Hit, hit, pull! These were the thoughts 
going through the minds of  competi-

tion cheerleaders as they competed at the 
State Fair.

The competition cheer team won first 
place in the Small Division with Music 
category. The last time the competition 
cheer team won first at the State Fair was 
1977, 42 years ago.

The girls were shocked and excited 
that their hard work from the summer 
paid off.

“Our first competition went better 
than we expected. We definitely went out 
there with positive attitudes, and our pos-
itive attitudes led to a positive outcome,” 
senior McKenna Weidner said. 

Not only did 
the cheerleaders 
feel accomplished 
for winning the 
competition but 
also for making 
school history. 
“Overall, we were 
really excited and 
proud to represent 
our school and the 
cheer team,” Weid-
ner said.

There is plenty of  time left in the sea-
son for the team to add new skills to their 
routine.

“My stunt group will probably add 
back our full up to extension and we might 
add a switch up,” freshman Macy Cohoon 
said. “Our team is different this year than 
in the past because we are more one cohe-
sive team that works well together instead 
of  feeling separate.” 

The team’s next competition is Oct. 5 
at Pendleton Heights. Although the team 
already won first, they are excited to have 
some time to improve some specific skills.

“We are going to make our stunt se-
quence more elite by adding a full up to a 
lib and a low to high lib, meaning I would 
go from my good to bad leg in a lib,” se-
nior Mallory Watson said.

Sophomore CJ Meyer, junior Eli McCauley and senior Keith Alford warm up for their cross 
country practice with dashes. The boys head to the Plainfield Relays tomorrow in Swinford 
Park in Plainfield. Ruby Olston photo

Cheerleaders pose with their new trophy. 
The girls won the competition for the first 
time in 42 years. Becky Habig photo

When we get there we get into a running mode, set up camp, and get warming up. I 
usually get my best times at Franklin,” sophomore CJ Meyer said. 

While every runner has a favorite course, the Franklin High School course seems 
to be the front runner. This is also the course where Sectionals takes place, making it 
an ideal meet to run fast.

“I am looking forward to the meet at Franklin because we run it every year and I 
really like the course. I like how we run in the woods for a little bit on the course. It gives 
you time to get out of  the heat and get your mentality back on track,” said sophomore 
Selena Piñon.
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