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Dora leaves 
staffer nostaglic

The Farewell is a movie about an Asian family, directed by an Asian 
woman and starring a female Asian lead. If  that seemed like too many 

Asians, trust me, it’s not.
The movie centers around Billi, a young woman living in New York. 

She and her parents immigrated to America from China when she was six 
years old. As the movie begins, the family discovers that Billi’s grandmother 
has Stage 4 lung cancer. In Eastern Asian culture, it is common not to share 
such news with the afflicted person; this is what they decide to do, and the 
family gathers in China for the first time in many years to say goodbye under 
the ruse of  a wedding. This causes an issue, as Billi’s western values meddle 
with her conscience, leading to a tense conflict within the family and also 
within herself  as an Asian American woman.

 Growing up, I have had little representation in the media. Mulan was the closest thing I had to 
a mainstream movie featuring a female Asian protagonist-- and she was animated. Seeing real people 
up on the big screen that look like me: that was truly remarkable. I found myself  relating to Billi and 
her family in very many ways. 

In one scene, the family is gathered at dinner when Billi’s father asserts that his family is Ameri-
can. His brother shouts back that no matter where he lives he will always be Chinese; his values and 
culture are so ingrained in him that he could never deny it. This is something I have struggled with per-
sonally. Growing up in America has left me with the knowledge that I am an American, and yet I will 
always have my Korean identity that marks me as different. The movie was so accurate in portraying 
the dissonance between the two cultures and this inner dilemma that it could only have been directed 

by someone who has 
experienced it.

Perhaps most 
striking of  all the 
similarities is the 
fact that my family 
has told this exact 
lie before. When my 
mother’s grandfather 
was diagnosed with 
cancer, the family 
decided not to tell 
him. The prevalence 
of  hiding this news 
in Asia is due to the 
importance placed 
on family. Rather 
than make Billi’s 
grandmother sad for 
the remainder of  her 
life, the family takes 
on the burden of  the 
news together and 
shields her from the 
truth so she can live 
happily. 

The movie in-
cludes powerful 
symbolism. It inter-
sperses humor with 
moving messages, 
leaving me in tears 
for the entire movie. 
Rather than com-
ment on which cul-
ture does “the right 
thing”, it shows how 
each person strug-
gled with keeping 
the secret and how 
far people go to pro-
tect their family. The 
Farewell depicts a 
very real Asian fami-
ly dynamic that I rec-
ommend all people, 
regardless of  race, go 
see for themselves.

Faith Peebles
Impact Editor

Dora: The Lost City of  Gold is a movie that 
brings everything from the TV show I enjoyed 

as a kid to life in a much more realistic form. Ex-
cept now, Dora is 16 years old.

The plot of  the film was pretty traditional 
and predictable, but it did have funny moments. 
It started out like every other adventure movie 
with a problem at the beginning or an inciting in-
cident. It overall was a pretty basic plot line; at 
times, it grabbed the viewer’s attention, though, 
as Dora tries to save her parents while solving a 
mystery behind a lost Incan civilization. 

It still provided some twists and turns that 
made it a little more interesting than a basic kids’ movie. 

The animations built into the movie were impressive. Random anima-
tions appeared that made it like the TV show and brought some nostalgia 
to the film. And, I thought the actors and actresses did a good job of  recre-
ating characters that were based on cartoon animations without cheesiness 
or fakeness. They included Dora, Diego, Boots, Swiper, and Dora’s par-
ents. And, some new characters were introduced to bring in some drama 
and even some romance.

The plot was dif-
ferent than the regu-
lar TV show, though. 
Obviously, the cre-
ators could develop 
a more intricate plot 
with more time. 

Basically,  the 
movie was aimed at 
kids. 

Jacob Rollett
Reporter

The Farewell leads to tears

“It was better than I expected. I went with my mom and sister 
and didn’t expect to enjoy it that much, but I did.” 
- junior Cameron Ford

“The movie was really impactful. I don’t think I have ever cried 
that much in a movie.”
- junior Jenna Sawyer


