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Though often the center of  controversy and conflict, 
religion has brought the best out in people through 

mission trips. Religious or not, the inherent idea of  mis-
sionary work is noble. Traveling hundreds of  miles to 
carry out acts of  kindness is an admirable way to spend 
vacation time. 

Mission trips are usually conducted in the more pov-
erty-stricken regions of  the world.

 “My mission was in Nicaragua. When we were 
there, we went on prayer walks, visiting orphanages and 
socialized with the kids,” senior Kaylor Smith said. “On 
prayer walks, we visit houses and come pray for the fami-
lies for whatever they’re going through at the time.” 

 Not only are missionaries teaching at the places they 
visit, but they are learning as well.

“Something new I had never done before is praying 
with the people there; they all pray out loud at the same 
time. I’m used to praying by myself  in my head,” Smith 
said.

The common goal of  mission trips is to spread the 
gospel and carry out acts of  selflessness.

“For the mission in Grand Goave, Haiti, we helped 
build houses, went on prayer walks and we did some 
community work by handling clothing donations,” soph-
omore Andrew Jones said. 

The reality of  poverty is unavoidable when going on 
a mission trip. 

 “After working on the houses, we were going to pass 
around our lunches, and some of  the local Haitians saw 
us and started begging for our food. We would have glad-
ly given it to them, but we didn’t have enough for every-
one, and the mission leaders said not to because it could 
start riots and fights over the food,” Jones said. “Most of  
the people in the crowd gave up after we drove off, but 
there was this one man that followed our car for about a 
mile until we got back on the main road. I can’t forget his 
face. He had the absolute saddest look I had ever seen on 

his face.” 
To do the work of  a missionary requires some serious 

motivation.
“I’ve done some smaller mission trips throughout the 

country, but I had always wanted to go on an interna-
tional trip,” Jones said. “The conditions in Haiti are just 
so much worse than you’d think. I wanted to be there in 
person and do what I can to help. I also saw it as an op-
portunity to grow my relationship with God.”

Senior Kristin Sawin was on the same mission trip 
as Jones through the Lifeline Christian Mission organi-
zation. 

 “We did all kinds of  projects 
to help the community in Grand 
Goave. Repainting, weeding, donat-
ing clothes and baby formula, and we 
even helped them learn a little bit of  
English in their school,” Sawin said. 

Rain, shine or political unrest, 

missionaries go everywhere. 
 “There has been a lot of  political riots in the capital, 

Port-au-Prince, which is the only place in Haiti with an 
airport that could take us back to the U.S. so that caused 
some complications. We weren’t sure if  we would make 
it back in time as scheduled,” Sawin said. “They actu-
ally had to send a Navy helicopter to pick us up from 
Grand Goave to take us to the airport without having 
to go through the protestors. Our whole group split into 
three so the helicopter could fit us on, and my group and 
another rode back to Port-au-Prince, but the last group 
had to wait longer for a car, which was the group Andrew 
Jones was in.”

Sawin’s sister persuaded her to go on this mission 
trip.

 “After my sister went on a mission in Africa, she 
would tell me about how it changed her life as well as the 
lives of  the people around her that she helped. Anyone 
can go on a mission trip, anyone can do the work, but it 
is the experience itself  that changes your own life,” Sawin 
said. 
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“Next!” junior Jared Ott who works at Crew Carwash calls out telling the next car to pull up. 
He asks the driver what kind of  cleaning package she would like and then writes it down 

on her window along with a picture of  a cat. He then gives the car a quick spray down of  soapy 
water before it advances to the next station; he has been doing this for the last four hours in the hot 
grueling sun.

“I won’t use my skill of  washing cars later in my life, but I have been able to learn people skills 
through working,” he said. “I don’t worry about what job I have now while in high school as long 
as I am able to pull skills through the job that will help me down the road.”

Retail is another good job for those wanting to gain experience.
“Retail is especially good for high schoolers. If  you like fashion or electronics, wherever you 

work you can get a discount, you get money for working, and the skills that go along with retail 
are really good in almost every other field,” junior Colden Davis who works at Polo Ralph Lauren 
said. “I’ve learned patience with people, better communication skills, and time management which 
not only helps me down the road but makes me a better student.”

Ott is also excited about being able to save money for the future.
“Working at Crew Carwash I make 10 bucks an hour and I work on average about 30 hours 

a week so it is pretty decent money considering it’s my first job,” Ott said. “I’m lucky enough to 
be making more than minimum wage, especially considering I’m still in high school. Recently I’ve 
been saving up a lot for my first car and that is just a really neat feeling.”

Fast food is a good field to start in as it 
requires almost no experience.

 “I would recommend working in the fast 
food industry to other high schoolers,” soph-
omore Anderson Sluder who works at Chick-
fil-A said, “You have opportunities to meet 
new people and get a sense of  what working 
a more experienced job in the future would 
feel like.”

Mission trips 
represent
noble cause

 Students get more than paychecks

In Grand Goave, Haiti, senior Kristin Sawin’s group 
nears the Be Like Brit orphanage. Political unrest 
in Haiti caused complications when the group left 
the island. Caitlin Sawin photos


