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STAY
CONNECTED

5top

things to know

The Environmental Club 
has placed bags next to 
recycling bins for plastic 
bottle tops. Please place 

them in there.

Student Council 
prepares to glow 
at Homecoming

Avraham Forrest & Anna Lowe
Opinion Editor & Editor-in-Chief

GHS’s enrollment 
numbers for this year are:
9th:  297 10th:  326
11th:  307 12th:  286
13th:  9  14th:  1
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For stories, photo 
galleries and more, 
check out our website:
ghstimberlines.org

The band hosts an 
Invitational at GHS.

See bands from across 
the state from 1 - 9 p.m. 
Student cost is only $5. 

On Monday, Leadership 
Johnson County will host 

the All Aboard volun-
teer fair from 5-7 p.m. in 
the Whiteland auxiliary 
gym. Check out all the

volunteer opportunities.

On Labor Day, GHS was sent back to the 
1980s.
Two weeks ago, Greenwood School Dis-

trict’s network was shut down due to mal-
ware. To combat this, the IT Department 
thoroughly cleaned the entire system. 

“We had to scan every computer that 
didn’t have Deep Freeze. I had to scan every 
computer in this entire district,” Mr. Tracy 
Nelson, district techni-
cal specialist, said.

Deep Freeze is a 
security program that 
protects the computers’ 
data from viruses. Com-
puters that did not have 
this feature had to be 
cleaned individually. 

“The scan takes two 
to four hours,” Mr. Nel-
son said. “It’s an ongoing process. It takes 
forever to scan.”

Luckily, the district had protection to 
combat the virus, and no data was leaked. 
This allowed the network to be brought 
back online quickly. In fact, the newly-hired 
district technology, Ms. Jenna Cooper, was 
supposed to start work on Sept. 12. Instead, 
she assisted in tackling the virus more than a 
week before her first day on the job. 

“The great news about the situation is 
that we had appropriate backup that kept our 
data secure,” Superintendent Kent Dekon-
inck said, “and that allowed us to get back 
online in a matter of  two and a half  days.”

Computers without proper virus pro-
tection that were connected to the school 
network in the last couple of  weeks may be 

susceptible to the virus, but the school is pro-
viding a scan for students concerned about 
their individual devices.

“Any time during this school year they’ve 
used it they can have it scanned,” Mr. Nelson 
said.

The Technology Department is using 
this situation to learn more about protections.

“Just like with anything, you learn, and 
even particularly with data security, you al-
ways have to know that it’s a never ending bat-
tle,” Dr. Dekoninck said. “Every day there’s 

something new that’s coming out there, and 
then as you go through this, you also realize 
that other places get breached as well.”

Some parts of  the school were safe from 
the virus, such as the school’s security system.

“As a police department, we are on total-
ly separate networks, so it didn’t affect us at 
all security-wise because the doors still main-
tain their security,” Officer Randy Eck said.

The bell systems were down, but that 
was not due to the virus. The power supply 
housed within that office computer shorted 
out, which had nothing to do with the mal-
ware. The timing was simply a coincidence. 
And, the air conditioning issues this week 
were not connected as well. 

However, several parts of  the school were 
out of  order due to the malware. 

“Parents would call in and need to pick 
up their students for doctors appointments, 
and at that time, we had no way of  looking 
up where the students were at,” Mrs. Shelly 
Goodrich, administrative assistant, said.

The staff  worked to manage processing 
without computers.

“What we had done in the past is that we 
had put the students’ schedules on our desk-
top if  PowerSchool was not working, but we 
really didn’t have paper copies of  the sched-
ules in the event we had no computers at all,” 

Mrs. Goodrich said.
Many students and 

teachers were unable to 
keep up with daily tasks. 

“Nobody could do 
anything,” Mrs. Maria 
Gregory, credit recovery su-
pervisor, said. “I asked kids 
if  they had homework for 
other classes, and then they 
could just do whatever if  

they didn’t have anything to do.” 
The virus even affected the media center.
“We were still able to check out books,” 

Mrs. Julia Reynolds, media specialist, said, 
“but the records weren’t in the computer so 
we had to hand write everything. Once the 
virus was gone, we had to take all that infor-
mation and put it in. It made it a little more 
difficult than what we’re used to. It was more 
of  an annoyance than anything.”

With the introduction of  a new director, 
there were plans to reassess the computer sys-
tems before the virus hit, though.

“I had already charged our new technol-
ogy director with a number of  items,” Dr. 
Dekoninck said. “One being the analysis of  
our technology structure and our technology 
policies.”

Virus quickly eliminated by IT Department

Intense planning goes into next week’s Homecoming Festivities 
Student Council has been planning for several weeks. 

Students can expect fun activities involving every day of  the week. 
“We will have the parade on Friday night. Our hallways will be 

decorated for each class. The pep rally will be on Friday afternoon. Powderpuff  will be on Tuesday 
night, and the semi-formal dance will be on Saturday night this year,” Mrs. Amanda Ratliff, Student 
Council sponsor, said.

The biggest change to Homecoming this year is the semi-formal dance next Saturday night. The 
theme will be glow in the dark, and there will be desserts served. The dance will start at 7 p.m. and 
last until 10 p.m. in the school cafeteria.

“I am so glad we are having a formal Homecoming this year. I think it’s a much better option 
because I know that when I was an underclassman I always looked forward to Homecoming since 
freshmen and sophomores can’t go to Prom. I am glad that for my senior year it is formal because 
it is one of  the last school dances I will get to go to,” senior Katrina Stanger, senior class president, 
said.

Freshmen are preparing for their first Homecoming and creating their own parade float, deco-
rating their own hallway and forming their own powderpuff  team. 

“I haven’t been really nervous because my friends have been helping me with a lot of  the things 
we have to do. I am really excited that we changed the dance back to semi-formal because I went 
to the eighth grade dance and I think having a semi-formal dance will be a fun way to start off  my 
freshmen year,” freshman Emily Metzger, class president, said.

One key aspect of  Homecoming week are the spirit days. Students and faculty should dress 
up as follows:  Monday is ballers vs scholars, Tuesday is Class Color Day, Wednesday is decades, 
Thursday is tacky tourist, and Friday is Green & Gold Day.

Ashley Kremer
Reporter

Homecoming Week 
Sept. 22-28

Sunday
Students can help decorate 

their class hallway 12-4 p.m.m.
Monday

Ballers vs. Scholars
Tuesday

Class Color Day (9th 
White, 10th Yellow, 11th 

Green, 12th Black)
Powderpuff game starts 

at 7 p.m.

Wednesday
 Decade Day (9th 60s, 10th 

70s, 11th 80s, 12th 90s)
Thursday

Tacky Tourist Day
Friday

Green/Gold Day
Homecoming Parade 6 p.m.
Homecoming Game 7 p.m.

Saturday
Homecoming Dance 

7-10 p.m.

75%
of students plan 
to participarte 
in Homecoming 
week

Attend the Skilled Trades 
Fair today 10:30-Noon in 
the IMC. Talk to different 
representatives about their 
specific fields, including 
framers, HVAC, roofers, 

plumbers and electricians.

Any student concerned about 
a personal device can take it to 

the IT Department 
to be checked.


