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Downtown Greenwood has been under renovation for 
the past few years, and the preservation of  the North 

Gym at the old Greenwood Middle School has allowed 
for a fieldhouse project that should provide a place for fun 
and getting fit. 

“There’s two parts. There is a new facility that is 
being added on to the front that will be an indoor turf  
field for lacrosse and indoor soccer. We will have places 
for things like volleyball and pickleball. We’ll also have 
a raised walking track around the second floor,” Mayor 
Mark Myers said. 

The addition of  a new athletic center has members of  
the community excited.

“I think it is really cool. I hope that it is an area that 
is open for anyone to use, like the community center,” 
freshman Dylan Pringle said. “I love to be able to go and 
play pick-up basketball at places so I would love for a new 
place to do so.”

The ultimate goal of  the fieldhouse is to benefit the 
community.

“It can be for indoor activities year around to allow 
people to continue to exercise and become more physical-
ly fit, and it also helps bring the community together to 
meet new people and work as a breeding place for friend-
ships and relationships,” said Myers.

The fieldhouse should be open to any members of  
the community.

“They will have to contact the Greenwood Parks 
and Recreation Department. They will manage it and 
will go by the current city rules and regulations,” said 
Myers. 

The goal for the fieldhouse being finished is less 
than two years away. 

“Let’s say the spring of  2021. It will take us about a 
year to get it completely built out,” said Myers.

For people living in the area, it is an exciting addi-
tion.

“I think it’s 
a great idea. I 
live not to far 
from there so it’s 
exciting to have 
new additions 
to downtown 
Greenwood and 
to have a place 
where people 
can go and enjoy 
themselves and 

be relaxed while exercising and things,” said junior Tate 
Johnson.

Students have a high expectation for the fieldhouse. 
“More than just a place for sports, I think it would be 

a perfect place to hang out with friends at a place that is 
right near my house,” said Pringle. 

Old fieldhouse
repurposed
Sam Rapp
Feature Editor

Avraham Forrest
Opinion Editor

Young men find mentors in new organization

  “We are mainly targeting baseball, basketball  and football, but we are open to every other 
sport. We thought there was a need to come together and talk about stuff  and get our opin-

ions out. We think that it would be great in the future if  this was a continuous thing,” 
-- senior Gunnar Garrison

  “We decided to make this club because we thought there 
was a need to develop an organized way to debate 

the newest events in sports. We are looking for the underclass-
men to keep the club going on with the debating,”
-- senior Spencer Aaron

Seniors form sports debate club

“It 
is 

just a 
group of  

people that are 
talking through 

sport. We talk about 
what is going on new in 

sports and how it is going, 
with all sports, whether it is high 

school, college, and professional,” 
-- senior Joey Brazelton

The constant daily grind of  high school shows little mercy to the active student. Class-
es, clubs and sports all demand constant attention. With this in mind, male students 

now have an opportunity for both mental and social recuperation: The Young Men of  
Purpose.

The Young Men of  Purpose (YMP) is a youth organization first organized by Mr. 
Roy Dobbs, an author of  the original YMP book. He works to improve the lives of  
young men by providing mentorship.

“It addresses what young men are going through and will encounter at some point 
in time,” Principal Todd Garrison said.

The club meets every two weeks in the Connections room to discuss problems and 
promote positive mental health. These meetings are open to any male interested in com-
munity and mentorship. Several teachers are involved, each wishing to show students 
how positive mentors helped them individually develop into passionate educators. 

“It’s about bringing a bunch of  guys together and giving them a platform in which 
they can talk and mentor one another,” Mr. Ben Sutton, social studies teacher and 
participant, said. “I grew up with mentors, and now I get to turn around and give back 
that favor.”

Having a mentor present and willing to listen can be a sizable asset. Often facing 
relentless schedules and complex personal lives, students now have the opportunity to 
talk about their personal problems in a positive environment. Also, they can help other 
members who face problems and need support. Members help each other instead of  
some members serving only as mentors and other serving only as guys receiving 
the support.

“It’s mostly just for the support. I have a lot of  problems going on 
right now,” sophomore Caleb Kennedy said. “It seems like sometimes 
at home I don’t get enough support.”

Mr. Dobb’s ultimate goal was to turn young men into op-
timistic, driven adults, and he claims a mentor can be the 
perfect starting point.

“A lot of  the young men who he was trying to 
help out maybe didn’t have a male role model 
in their lives and needed someone to help 
guide them in a better direction,” Offi-
cer Randy Eck, GHS resource offi-
cer, said.

Officer Eck understands 
the value of  mentorship.

“I’ve been lucky. 
I’ve had a dad 
in my life 
who has 

shown me right and wrong, who’s disciplined me when I messed up and praised me 
when I have done good,” he said. “I find that’s important to have in one’s life.”

The new club provides an opportunity to grow.
“I think if  they could go up and talk to someone who is willing to 

share, that helps them to be open in return,” senior Luke Roscoe said. 
“I would say that from popular culture now, people don’t want to 
open up as much.”

However, the Young Men of  Purpose is working to 
change this by showing that all young men are loved, 
valued and, most importantly, heard.

“We want all of  our members to influence 
even more people. It’s not just a situation 
where we are trying to help the young 
men in the group but that their im-
pact is seen not just in school, 
but in the community,” Mr. 
Garrison said. 


