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Sophomores step up
With losing major contributors to last year’s graduation, sophomores needed to fill big roles for the football 

team. 
The team was looking for key players after losing the majority of  the defensive and offensive line. This was 

a major change for players Dylan Mayhew and Brayden Gardner who went from playing freshman to varsity 
in one year. 

“The hardest part is trying to prove yourself  and work you’re hardest and trying to prove you belong on 
the varsity spot over the other people that are trying to compete with you. Many people are fighting for a spot, 
and provide great communication every week in practice.” Gardner said.

Players had to make major adjustments to improve their game and team as well.
“The biggest change between freshman and varsity is the pace of  the game and how everyone else knows 

they should be there when you’re trying to prove yourself  as an underclassmen,” Gardner said.
The football team practices four to five times a week after school until approximately 5 p.m. This gives the 

players time to improve the team skills for the next game.
“I look forward to improving my IQ of  the game as I play throughout the season. I study film and I go 

through the motions at practice so on Friday nights I don’t get yelled at by Coach Clark and Coach Campbell 
and don’t get taken out,” Mayhew said.

Looking beyond high school sports and college sports is a major goal for many young athletes. It takes a 
lot for an athletes to get noticed, but if  they are good enough scouts will find them.

“I send emails to some coaches and colleges to let them know I am interested and I attend different football 
camps to put my name out there,” Mayhew said.

The next game for the Woodmen is tonight versus the Quakers at Plainfield at 7 p.m. 

School volleyball vs. club teams

Colts fans react 
to Luck leaving
A story so unexpected sends a ripple through all of  Indiana and 

Colts fans. A Super Bowl hopeful team with a potential Hall 
of  Fame quarterback as their leader may have lost all hope for 
even a playoff  run. 

Towards the end of  halftime at the Colts and Bears third 
Preseason game, social media and all sports news casts were 
told the star quarterback for the Indianapolis Colts was retiring. 
There were different reactions to this news across the nation as 
other players were shared their thoughts on Luck’s retirement. 
As well as players reacting to the news, die-hard Colts fans Ryan 
Pruitt, senior, Dylan Mayhew, sophomore, and Ethan Pringle, 
freshman, shared their first reactions. 

“I was shocked. He has had such a short career and it seemed 
like the news of  his retirement came out of  nowhere,” senior, 
Ryan Pruitt said. 

Mayhew recalled his reaction when he found out about 
Luck. 

“I was taking a nap and my dad woke me up and told me. 
I was in disbelief  and checked Instagram to see if  it was real 
and even after seeing all the news, I didn’t believe it,” sophomore 
Dylan Mayhew said.

Pringle recalled his first reaction. 
“I was a little shocked. At such a young age it was surpris-

ing. Especially when he was that good,” freshman, Ethan Pringle 
said. 

Many Colts fans also said that without Andrew Luck, they 
expect the team to struggle mightily and miss the NFL playoffs 
entirely. 

“He’s been a big part of  the team in recent years, and I was 
expecting him to help carry the Colts to a playoff  berth and may-
be even a deep playoff  run. I think they will win probably about 
half  their games. They have a solid offensive line but having to 
adjust to a new quarterback is something the Colts have struggled 
with in the past. It could definitely be a major downfall for them 

this year,” 
Pruitt said. 
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Sophomore Gavin Ruppert runs the ball against Indian Creek. Rup-
pert ran the ball 13 times for 68 yards that night. Gabby Isenthal 
photo

Senior Joy Maze 
spikes the volleyball 
for the Lady Wood-
men. Maze played 
3 sets and had 5 
kills against Beech 
Grove. Gentry Ap-
pleget photo

For many girls on the volleyball team, joining a club 
team is their key to success in the sport after high 

school.
“School volleyball is more of  going and winning, 

trying to get the highest in the county or to sectionals, 
and club is more towards trying to get recruited to 
play in college and also learn more so that when you 
come back to school ball you are much more experi-
enced,” senior Joy Maze said.

Club volleyball is more organized for skill level, 
while school teams play teams of  varying skill.

“For club volleyball, everyone you play and on 
your team is pretty much around your skill level, 
whereas during school, it varies a lot more. You can 

play a team that you can completely sweep or you can 
get sweeped, so it’s not always the same skill level that 
you’re playing,” sophomore Melia Gorrell said.

Maze goes to The Academy Indianapolis for 
club volleyball, where she is a right side. On the GHS 
team, she is a middle hitter. A change in positions is 
not the only difference between the two, however.

“They think differently and have different ideas 
of  how to help you with winning. How to set up de-
fense, for example, a lot of  coaches do it very differ-
ently, so every season I’ve had I’ve had to have a dif-
ferent way to do defense,” Maze said.

Differences like these do not always require the 
girls to pick and choose techniques.

“Sometimes, it’s hard because you have to com-
bine the advice of  both of  your coaches, but I get 
good information from both coaches,” junior Siena 

Halfaker said.
The cost of  club volleyball is one part that 

limits the girls who participate in it. Those who 
do are seriously investing in the sport and its 
role in their futures.

“School ball is usually free, or we do a fund-
raiser or something to help with the cost, and 
club is actually really expensive. It’s usually at 
least a thousand dollars or more, so it’s some-
thing that you definitely have to invest in,” Hal-
faker said.
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