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Tennis team takes 
on Columbus North
Charli Graves
Reporter

Senior Oliver Rau runs the ball down the field. Rau had a succesful 68-yard touchdown during the Martins-
ville game. Madison Peckinpaugh photo

Sports admission change in attempt to help families
Sports editor
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Seth Hall
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The boys tennis team is a tight-knit group. They face Columbus North 
on Tuesday.
“We’ve played them just about every year. We alternate where we’re 

at, and this year were at home,” Coach Ben Sutton said.
Columbus North has a good team so they will bring some exciting 

competition.
“Columbus North is a big school they usually bring a pretty tough 

team, but the last couple of  years, we have had extremely close matches. It 
should be a good match,” Coach Sutton said.

Coach Jeremy Runge knows how to ensure that all of  the boys are 
ready and he is prepared to make any changes needed.

“You find your opponents weakness. Then you make adjustments as 
their opponent does. So it’s just non-stop analyzing,” he said.

This year it seems like the boys are hanging out more and getting along 
together as well as ever.

“We have had more kids hang out after practices or after matches to-
gether it really just depends on how busy the kids are,” Coach Runge said.

 They are all very close and share some traditions that everyone can 
partake in and enjoy.

“I love going to Denny’s as a team before Saturday morning matches. 
It is such a good way to relax before a match and get to hang out with 
teammates,” Aidan Luttrell said.

Junior Ethan Gray exhibits 
focus as he defeats his op-
ponent. Gray is GHS’s No. 1 
singles player. Grace Nuh-
fer photo

Junior Charlie Brooks fights 
against his opponent. The 
boys have had a successful 
11-3 season. Grace Nuhfer 
photo

Next Friday the GHS football team faces off  against Perry Meridian on Homecoming night that 
will draw crowds unlike any other game during the regular season.
Coach Mike Campbell is excited, but cannot pinpoint how the game with Perry will play out. 
“This year is going good, a lot of  young guys got their first varsity action and looking forward 

to making great strides throughout the year. I’m very excited for the game against Perry Meridian 
because the crowd it will draw will be massive: we’ll have some old players and alumni to watch the 
game.”

Quarterback Oliver Rau is finally a senior and excited for this year’s Football season. 
“I’m always excited for homecoming night, because it brings in an extra big and enthusiastic 

crowd. As the season goes on the team will get better, but even now we’re doing really well. I’ve been 
playing Football here all four years of  going to GHS and this year’s looking good.”

Junior Eli Pitts is in both choir and Football and is very excited for the game.
“I’m very excited and I’m also in choir so I’m going both sing the National Anthem and play in 

the game. The team this year is really coming together and fighting as one unit. This year our team is 
much stronger, and we’ve been practicing preseason and coming together as one.”

Self-proclaimed super fan Emma Duffey, sophomore, remembers last season’s game against Per-
ry Meridian that did not go as planned. The Falcons were playing their Homecoming game against 
the Woodmen and had not won a game all season until that night.

“We came into the game with very high hopes. We did great during the first half, but something 
happened during half-time that turned off  our motivation and turned on their motivation. Perry came 
out and – boom – they started playing really well all of  a sudden, and we lost,” she said.

This year GHS and all the schools in the 
Mid-State conference have increased its 

admission prices. The new price is $6.
“The conference as a whole went to $6 

Number One reason. It is also to cover the 
cost of  officials and workers, that’s the main 
reason the conference made the switch in 
cost,” Mr. Rob Irwin, athletic director, said.

Sophomore Jackson Watkins supports 
the increase.

“People might get ticked off  by the raise 

in the prices, but we also offer our sports 
passes that are nice to have instead of  spend-
ing the money each and every game,” 
sophomore Jackson Watkins said

The sports passes are less expensive 
this year, though. With the admissions 
going up, the school hopes to help out 
families. Now more or less, the school 
is looking to make the majority of  its 
money from the visitors. The family 
passes have gone down to $180; the stu-
dent passes have stayed at $25.

“We actually lowered the adult 
passes, just trying to help out with cost. 

We are trying to help out our home crowd -- 
not at all hurt them,” Mr. Irwin said.

Junior Nick Belovic serves 
the ball. The Woodmen 
beat Martinsville 5-0. Grace 
Nuhfer photo

Homecoming game 
calls for redemption 


