
The new standardized test 
given to the freshmen last 

year resulted in GHS scores far 
better than most schools across 
the state.

Last year, the freshmen 
took iLearn for biology. This 
test replaced ISTEP. 

“iLearn is the new test to 
replace ISTEP because ISTEP 
has been unsuccessful for a 
couple of  decades,” Mr. Bill 
Ronk, guidance director, said.

The scores gathered from 
the biology test last year have 
been similar to past results. 
Not only did GHS score above 

the state average but GHS 
scores compared to other near-
by schools were also the same 
as they typically are.

“Greenwood had 54 per-
cent pass, and we were just 
behind Center Grove. We are 
normally right behind them, 
so these results are pretty typ-
ical,” Mr. Ronk said. 

Although students have 
taken standardized tests for 
many years, Mr. Ronk claims 
taking them serves no purpose, 
and Principal Todd Garrison 
seems the problem, too.

“They are still going to ask 
schools to take a test so they 
can be held accountable based 
on these other factors; howev-

er, is it being debated right now 
whether or not we need one 
test to determine if  a whole 
school is accountable for how 
they teach,” Mr. Garrison said.

The tests do not impact 
students as much as they do 
the whole school, so it is dif-
ficult for students to want to 
try hard. Additionally, certain 
standardized tests are no lon-
ger required to graduate from 
high school because of  the new 
graduation pathway. 

“The Department of  Ed-
ucation, the governor’s office 
and the legislature have no 
idea how to close the achieve-
ment gap and how to improve 
student outcomes. They have 

to make it appear they are do-
ing something so they create 
new regulations and tests. It 
is harmful to students and a 
waste,” Mr. Ronk said.

There are many ways that 
teachers are trying to use this 
data to improve their class-
room instruction and curricu-
lum. 

“We evaluate how 
the kids do. Last year’s 
test was much different. 
It had a lot more gener-
al knowledge and data 
analysis questions, so 
we are really focusing 
on that,” Mrs. Andrea 
Campbell, biology 
teacher, said.
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The GHS chapter of  Best Buddies, an organization helping special 
needs students, has decided to separate from the national organi-

zation. 
Organizers hope the move will help local students.
“We felt like we could focus better and involve more peers if  there 

were less regulations,” Mrs. Linda Hanek, co-sponsor, said.
The main reason for the split was the larger organization’s rigid 

regulations regarding logging hours and attendance
“Maybe a buddy can’t have regular attendance, and, therefore, we 

don’t match them. Best Buddies wouldn’t really accommodate us in 
those instances,” Mrs. Hanek said. “They would say ‘you have some-
one unmatched,’ and we would get repeated emails.”

The new organization is exclusive to the school and allows for 
better hours and more opportunities.

“I love being there to help, but it’s nice that there is a lenience so 
that I can make it to practice on time,” sophomore Connor Watson 
said. 

One of  the deciding factors in the split was the larger organiza-
tion’s process in selecting student presidents.

“They wouldn’t let us choose our own officers. They would re-
quest a short list from us of  people that we would endorse. Then, they 
would require these people to travel all the way to corporate head-
quarters all the way downtown,” Mrs. Hanek said.

The process blocked the election of  a new club president.
“Even though we said ‘this is who we want and need, the prior 

president is graduating early’, they said that they wanted to keep the 
same president. That did not work out and suddenly we had no presi-
dent, and the vice president was too busy to take on the full responsi-
bility,” Mrs. Hanek said.

While the separation is designed to reinvigorate support for GHS 
Best Buddies, the club’s funding or processes will see very little change.

“We do our own funding. There is absolutely nothing being im-
pacted here at all,” Principal Todd Garrison said.

The club sees this as an opportunity to improve the club, the 
school, and, most importantly, their buddies. Students interested in 
joining can speak to Mrs. Hanek in room C102.

“I would rather spend my time working with students and be ef-
ficient and joyful in our work and not have to stop and say ‘oh gosh 
you didn’t submit this report’,” Mrs. Hanek said.

Best Buddies 
goes local
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Entertainment dominates high schoolers worldwide, and 
GHS is no exception.

Streaming services like Spotify, Netflix, and Apple 
Music can be found on a majority of  students’ phones, 
and these apps truly impact the lives of  those who utilize 
them.

“I listen to music typically just about every hour of  the 
day, but I’d say I spend a good 12 hours a day on stream-
ing services,” sophomore Marissa Addison said.

Addison takes advantage of  the convenience of  these 
services for students. For some, listening to music on these 
apps increases concentration in school.

“I totally think that listening to music on streaming 
sites can get my mind to not be so stressed out over some 
homework and school assignments,” junior Matthew 
Jones said.

One aspect Jones does not like about services that 
stream movies and TV shows is the rising cost.

“I think these services are very convenient, but I don’t 
like how much it is monthly to watch stuff  and how they 
don’t always have everything I want,” Jones said.

Many networks are pulling their shows from other 
services and creating their own. The looming creation of  
Disney+, AT&T TV, HBO Max, Apple TV+, among oth-
ers, is daunting to some GHS students.

“I think it’s awful because now they’re taking my fa-
vorite shows off  of  Netflix and I have to go pay for anoth-
er service to watch it. It makes me upset. It’s becoming 
cable television,” Jones said.

Other students praise these companies for jumping on 
the streaming service trend.

“I do believe more competition is great. I believe in 
capitalism, you know? You don’t want any monopolies 
out there taking your money. With more variety, more 
people can watch what they want and that’s also more 
convenient. I’m all about convenience, that’s what people 
like,” junior Elisabeth Haley said.

Haley finds herself  spending on average two hours a 
day on these services. She appreciates the ease of  stream-
ing but tries to not use it as an escape from her responsi-
bilities.

“I think they are convenient, but people can get side-
tracked and they can eventually become a priority over 
other things. I do think you don’t want to get out an old 
DVD or CD when this is right there at your convenience. 
Who wants to do that?” Haley said.
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GHS students indicated which 
streaming services they like the 
most on the Timberlines Insta-
gram.

Netflix: 80% Hulu: 20%

Apple Music: 21% Spotify: 79%

Members of Greenwood Buddies meet in Mrs. Hanek’s room. The GHS 
chapter has split from the national organization. Jake Rose photo


