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Robotics joins new league
Four months to build, three months to prove what they 

are worth, two teams, one goal -- to make it the First 
Tech Challenge World Tournament in Detroit. Through 
serious roster changes and joining a new league, Green-
wood Robotics hopes to do just that.

Teams got together in late August to decide who was 
going to make a spot on the tight 12-member ros-
ter. Then in early September, the game was released 
which involved a series of  tasks and goals that the 
robot must perform. For the next three months, the 
teams built a robot designed to perform these tasks to 
score the most points in an allotted amount of  time. 
If  the team wins certain awards, they are eligible 
to advance to the next level of  competition. Unlike 
most high school competitions, robotics has a World 
Tournament.

This year GHS robotics teams joined a new league 
which was released in their conference last year. Instead 
of  going to one or two stand-alone qualifying tourna-
ments to qualify for Semi-State, they have a series of  
meets in which points carry over. After three meets, the 
best teams advance to Semi-State.

“The new league allows us a chance to connect and 
meet up with the same teams which allow us to have a 
better understanding of  who we are playing with and 
against,” freshman Joshua Sirkin, programmer, said, “un-
like previous seasons where we have had only a couple 

hours on competition day to understand what the other 
teams have as far as a robot and what their advantages 
and disadvantages are.”

Programming is the backbone of  the robot. Without 
it, the robot does not know what to move or how far.

“The team and I overall have really improved our pro-
gramming in the previous seasons, and I’m really excited 
to see how we can improve this season. The amount of  

talent that is present in our current roster of  programmers 
is really exceptional, and I’m excited to see what we can 
do,” senior Ivy Rimer, programmer, said. “We have been 
working a lot on communication which we have lacked 
severely in previous seasons, and I think we can have 
a legit shot at going to Worlds, especially with the new 
league matches. It gives me more matches to see what 
other teams are doing, and from there, I can improve on 
what I have already programmed.”

After five seasons during which at least one of  the 
GHS teams has made it the State competition, they are 

yet to send a team to Worlds.
“We have a great roster, and so far, we have a real-

ly good robot design. In previous years, we have had a 
solid design, but we haven’t been able to rack up points 
fast enough where we were super competitive. But this 
year what we have built so far is looking really good, and 
the overall design process is coming along,” freshman 
Charles Jackson, builder, said. “I’m hoping that we are 

finally able to get the monkey off  of  our back and go 
to Worlds. We have had solid robots and solid ros-
ters in the past that should’ve gone but were plagued 
by bad luck, but I think this year is our year.”

Many members were shocked when experi-
enced veteran members were cut from the team.

“We shrunk down the sizes of  the team severely. 
We got rid of  a lot of  experienced members, but we 
just had too many last year. Too many people means 
too many distractions, which was one of  our ma-

jor problems last year,” Jackson said. “When the rosters 
were released, I was sad some of  my friends didn’t make 
it from last year, but it meant that I have to work hard to 
make sure that I won’t be cut next year. It made me work 
harder and overall made me a better builder. It kind of  
sucks now since our first league competition comes a lot 
earlier than a normal qualifying tournament would be; 
we could use the extra numbers now, but I think overall it 
is going to work out.”

The next two league competitions will take place at 
Center Grove on Dec. 14 and Jan. 11.

Percussionists begin new season

As marching band season closes to an end, the winter per-
cussion squad is starting its independent season.
“Last season’s performance was pretty good. We were 

pretty confident and put on a pretty good show,” junior 
Chase Neuman said. 

Winter percussion is a whole different atmosphere than 
the regular marching band.

“Winter percussion is a lot more of  a chill environment 
than marching band. It’s only percussion and cymbals so the 
complete sound is so much different than marching band. 
It’s a lot more fun I would have to say,” sophomore Jenna 
Vandergriff  said.

The number of  hours that go into winter percussion are 
just as grueling as the marching band season, though.

“The amount of  hours we practice is pretty high. There 
is no exact amount of  hours we put into the season. We do 
have quite a few days on Saturdays when we can easily have 
a five to six-hour practice. It’s honestly pretty grueling,” Neu-
man said.

Winter percussionists also have a lot a fun.
“One of  my favorite memories is one day we saw a rat 

in the hall, and everyone jumped around. It got out of  con-
trol. Just looking back on it makes me laugh,” sophomore 
Andrew Jones said.

A huge difference between marching band and winter 
percussion is the size of  the performance field. The marching 
band uses an entire football field while winter percussion is 
confined to a single basketball court.

“The setting is so different from marching band. It’s just 
so different from going to a huge football field to then go to a 

tiny basketball court,” Neuman said.
As a new season is just around the corner, so is a new 

performance and a whole new set to work with.
“We really have to focus and really get to know the mu-

sic. I think this year will go well if  we just get to know the 
music and practice that throughout,” Vandergriff  said.

Winter percussion will debut their skills during half-time 
of  the first boys home basketball game on Nov 21 at 6 p.m. 
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Winter percussion members practice on snare drums. The win-
ter percussion season begins after marching band season. Evan 
Jacobs photo

Freshman Jalen Man-
son works on the Green 
Machine’s robot. Manson 
participated in the first 
competition; the second 
competition will take place 
Dec. 14 at Center Grove. 
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