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Sophomores lead 
girls basketball 

The Lady Woodmen basketball team is expecting a bright season.  Sophomores Quinn Kelly and Anna Pritchett 
have not just stepped onto this varsity team, they have worked hard all offseason. These sophomores have stepped 

up to this role because of  their skill, mental toughness, and their support of  everyone.
“For the team, I always try to be a team player and I always try to support the girls no matter what.  In practice we 

try to get on each other as much as we can to help us better everyone,” Pritchett said.
Not only do the girls know and see what they bring to the team, but their other fellow teammates see it as well.
“Anna and Quinn both contribute to the team as really positive athletes and teammates. They always pick every-

one up when they are down. Quinn goes hard in the paint as a post and Anna is always driving the ball to the basket” 
(junior Kiley Hankenhoff).

It is important for teammates to see what each player contributes, but it’s also beneficial for the players to recognize 
what they are contributing.

“Skill wise I think I add a solid defense, hustle, and a decent mid-range game. Mentally, I add a positive, uplifting 
attitude during the game, but I am also very competitive so I am going to fight as hard as I can to win “Kelly said.

As young varsity players, they must have someone they look up to or strive to be like. This year and last year seniors 
were great leaders.

“I’ve always watched LeBron James and heard stories of  Michael Jordan growing up, and I thought they were 
the best players ever, but I always wanted to be just like my dad. My dad always coached my brothers and I to be the 
best players that we could be while being the best people that we could be. He played almost every sport as a kid, so I 
always want to be better than he was when he was young. He shaped me to be the player I am today, and I know almost 
everything about basketball from him, “Kelly said.

AAU basketball is a separate league from school ball for players to get exposure in the offseason. It is competitive, 
but players often benefit from it. Coach Justin Bennett had been hosting open gyms weekly to help his players improve. 

“I have prepared by joining AAU basketball which is a spring and summer travel league. I also came to every open 
gym and practice that I could, and I gave it my all at the practices,” Kelly said. 

The next game for the Lady Woodmen takes place in the Johnson County Tournament on November 23th, with 
the first game starting at 7 p.m.

Competition cheer win Mid-State

The Lady Woodmen cheer in front of the crowd at Whiteland. The 
Lady Woodmen won the Mid-State cheer competition last Saturday. 
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One first place win this season was not enough for the competition cheer team.
For the first time in six years, the team won Mid-State, beating Whiteland, a major competitor.

“The Mid-State competition is the competition that we have worked the hardest for. The first place win at 
the state fair and second place win at Pendleton Heights were awesome, but this one feels the most rewarding 
because it is the most competitive and is against all the schools around us,” Coach Hayli Habig said.

Although placing well at past competitions, the team upgraded and practiced their skills to make their rou-
tine as advanced as possible.

“We have been practicing our stunts the most. We are a really good stunting squad but because cheerleading 
has become so competitive, we have been adding elite stunts into our routine so we can receive as many points 
as possible. We want to have elite stunts to give ourselves a better chance of  scoring higher than our opponents,” 
said Coach Habig. 

The cheerleaders also feel as though they have grown in many ways over the course of  the season. 
“We’ve grown so much. We started in June and have made such an improvement, not only in our skills but 

we’ve grown as a team,” freshman Lily Hommell said.
One of  the biggest struggles the team faced this year was finding a time for the whole team to be able to 

practice.
“We have had many morning practices because most of  the girls were involved in other sports, either in 

school or outside of  school. It may not have seemed ideal to have morning practices, but it was the only way to 
make this team happen. It asked a lot of  the girls and showed how hard they were willing to work,” said Coach 
Habig.

The Midstate competition is the last high school cheer event for some of  the senior cheerleaders.
“I’ve been a cheerleader since I was five and seeing that it is coming to an end is bittersweet. Cheerleading 

will always be a part of  me, but I am excited to experience new things in the future,” senior Macy Renfro said. 
Although she loves coaching, the Mid-State competition was also the last cheer event for Coach Habig, who 

is not coaching the cheerleaders during basketball season.
“My favorite part of  this year has been the way the team works together. They always cheer each other on, 

have so much fun and are champions for one another. Even though 
the practices can be long and frustrating, the team does not blame 
one another when things go wrong. The girls treat each other so 
well and it has made them the most coachable squad I have ever 
had,” she said.


