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Indy Motor 
Speedway sold

Wrestling
The wrestlers have high hopes from this year, motivated by success last year.
“Based on how we did last year, I hope we can do better. We have a lot of  guys 

that can go really far,” sophomore Tyler Maxwell said. “I hope that we can have three 
Regional qualifiers. It’s going to be hard to fill the shoes that Nick (Wilham, 2019 
graduate) had, but a lot of  our guys are willing to step up this year.”

Swimming 
Coach Ray Onisko has set his goals high for his team.
“The expectation is for everyone to swim well, have fun and score well at Section-

als and make it to the State meet,” Coach Onisko said. “We just have to make sure that 

we are dedicated and are working hard in and out of  the water.”

Diving
The diving team is starting off  their season with a new coach.
“It’s my hope to help the team grow in their ability by teaching them proper tech-

niques and giving them a fuller understanding of  how they do what they do,” Coach 
Erik Martin said. “I really want to help them be a team that encourages not only each 
other but also their competetors.”

Girls Basketball
The girls basketball team started their season on Nov. 5.
“This year in practice, we are focusing more on the little things and discipline. We 

want to be as disciplined as possible and do all the little parts of  the game perfectly,” 
sophomore Quinn Kelly said.

They have some exciting newcomers.
“I think that all of  the freshmen this year add tremendously to the team. They 

are all hard workers, and they are all very determined. In particular, though, Emily 
Metzger and Kira Faulkner are great leaders. They add to the strength of  all the fresh-
men,” Kelly said.

Boys Basketball
The boys basketball team is expecting a great season.
“I think this team has a lot of  potential to really be something special. We’re 

definitely a senior heavy team, and I really think that this team can win County and 
Sectionals,” sophomore Brock Kincaid said. 

Junior Rasheed Elemikan explained key areas of  focus.
“We are working on becoming a better defensive team and having a more confi-

dent offense,” junior Rasheed Elemikan said.

Charli Graves
Reporter

The Indianapolis Mo-
tor Speedway and In-

dycar are defining parts 
of  Indiana and the state’s 
history. The Hulman 
family, who has owned 
the track since 1945 and 
the IndyCar series, have 
sold the famous land-
mark and the IndyCar 
series to Roger Penske. 
I think that this is quite 

possibly the best thing to happen to the series 
and track since the creation of  the Indy 500.

Penske is one of  American motorsport’s 
most prominent team owners having a record 18 
Indy 500 Wins and numerous other champion-
ships and victories in some of  America’s lead-
ing motorsports, it is easy to say that he knows 
what he is doing when it comes to racing. When 
I first heard the news, I thought it was a joke, but 
then more and more news outlets started posting 
about it, and I realized that something great was 
happening. Penske is not afraid to try something 
new, and it might take him a couple of  tries to 
do it, but normally he will get it right and create 
something extraordinary. He is already talking 
about a 24-hour race being held at the Speedway 
and bringing in other racing series to create an 
atmosphere that has not been seen at the Speed-
way in decades. 

Needless to say, the hype is real; he has 
owned the track and series for a very short time 
and talks about making the overall fan experi-
ence greater, updating the grandstands and bet-
ter concessions have started. He will make In-
dyCar a family experience, hoping families will 
drive hundreds of  miles just to watch and he will 
return American Motorsports to the top. He is 
going to make the overall experience at IMS 
greater for the fans which means the drivers will 
have a greater experience and make the racing 
even more fun to watch. 

For the first time in decades with the excep-
tion of  the 100th running of  the Indy 500, we 
might see a packed house for the Indy 500. He 
might even give the title of  The Greatest Specta-
cle in Racing to another event, something more 
grand, something more thrilling than the Indy 
500. 

I believe he will reinvent racing at IMS, the 
Indy 500, the IndyCar series, and he will make it 
great again. Penske has proven that he is able to 
take something mediocre and make it great, but 
this time he will take something that was great to 
mediocre to trash back to fantastic. Although it 
might take him a couple of  years and even after 
he passes away, Penske will make an impact.
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Swim practice is in full swing. They 
practice both before and after school. 
Braelynn Dotson photo

Junior Michael Loper finishes a match. 
The wrestling team had an intersquad 
meet for practice. Ian Flowers photo
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Boys Basketball
Dec. 6......
Martinsville

Girls Basketball
Dec. 6......
Martinsville

Dec. 10........
Columbus North

Dec. 14.......
Mooresville

Dec. 20.......
Franklin

Dec. 21.......
Indian Creek

Swimming
Dec. 10.....
Perry Meridian

Wrestling
Dec. 11..........
Bloomington South

Junior Noah Chaplin prepares to dive. 
The divers practice every day. Madi-
son Peckinpaugh photo


