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“Christmas-Ready” 
Stores

1) Bath & Body Works
Bath and Body Works be-
gins promoting their Christ-
mas fragrances and candle 
scents at the beginning of 
the fall season. 
 

2) Wal-mart 
Wal-mart has had their 
Christmas Trees up and 
ready for people to buy 
for months now. They are 
fully prepared for the early 
Christmas shoppers.

3) Walgreens
Despite being a simple 
drugstore and convenience 
store, Walgreens has many 
inexpensive holiday items 
out for sale.

Christmas too early?

What’s your 
traditional 
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E very year, the holiday season arrives—Halloween, Thanksgiving, and Christmas, but never in chronological order.
By the time October and November roll around, shoppers know to expect stores everywhere to push Christmas items. This 

is a polarizing decision, as some believe this is too early to be thinking about decking the halls.
“The first time I see Christmas trees up I get very happy. And, I start thinking ‘okay, holidays are coming, I’ve got to get 

my presents ready, I’ve got to get my room ready.’ So it kind of  gets me in the mood, but I can’t sustain that for three months 
straight. That’s too long to think about Christmas,” Mr. Richard Perry, physics teacher, said.

The excitement of  Christmas can be sparked by festive merchandise. However, some students say it feels too forced and 
too early. 

“I think people are just annoyed with it. I don’t know why they put stuff  out there and expect people to come buy it 
three months early. I know that Walgreens has a ton of  stuff  out right now, and it’s like, calm down! But once it’s closer 

to Christmas, it’s exciting,” junior Alexandria Markowitz said.
Others said the early timing allows for the planning that Christmas requires.

“Christmas is a very complex holiday with lots of  planning and time spent. It’s very stressful, so there’s a lot of  
time that needs to be taken to make sure everything works out well. You have to prepare very far out before Dec. 25,” 

freshman Nathan Kremer said.
The importance of  Thanksgiving is often overshadowed by the commercialization of  Christmas.

“I personally don’t start thinking Christmas until after Thanksgiving. I think Thanksgiving is an incredibly 
important day and holiday in and of  itself  that people have kind of  gotten past. What is it really all about? It’s not 

about eating until you puke; it’s not about football games. It’s about being thankful for all the things that we have 
here in our country and just taking a moment to realize that there are places in this world where you don’t get 
everything that we have. We should be grateful for what we have and to some extent think about how can we 
make different places in the world better,” Mr. Perry said.
Even Kremer admits that selling Christmas items so early takes away from the allure of  other holidays. 

“People don’t celebrate Thanksgiving because they’re already Christmas shopping on Thanksgiving, but I 
like Christmas so when I see all the stuff  out at the stores, it reminds me of  
that. Christmas involves a lot of  time and preparation, and Thanksgiving 

only takes like four hours, so it works,” Kremer said. 
The rationale behind pushing seasonal merchandise is reasonable 

but often draining for customers who just want to experience the joy 
of  the holidays.

“They do it because in business you’ve got to get the product 
out there in time for people to buy it. I understand the ratio-

nale from a business standpoint, putting it out, but then I also 
think that it overwhelms people, and they get kind of  dull to 
the sense of  the holiday and things like that. That’s why I 
think it’s too early. I have to admit that every time I walk into 

Walmart and the first time I see Christmas trees in there I get happy. But now for three months, 
I’ve been looking at Christmas trees,” Mr. Perry said.

T raveling across states can be a big part of  Thanksgiv-
ing for many families.
“For my Thanksgiving, I go to Iowa with my fam-

ily because my dad’s family lives there and they throw a 
gigantic party. We usually have a lot of  our cousins, aunts 
and uncles. Our grandparents come, and we have blast. It 
is a good time to spend with my family, and I love seeing 
everyone there that I haven’t seen in a long time,” sopho-
more Jenna Armstrong said.

Sometimes, the best Thanksgiving involves very little 

travel, though.
“Every year for Thanksgiving, I go to Seymour be-

cause my great Aunt Patty throws a massive party for our 
family. We always play corn hole and kickball. My broth-
er Colin and I always beat our family members because 
we are the natural athletes and some of  the oldest ones. 
Like always, we take too many photos for our families 
to post on Facebook,” sophomore Luciano Robbins said.

A classic Thanksgiving can be an amazing time.
“For Thanksgiving, we always eat a turkey with 

stuffing. Always mashed potatoes, but I give them to 
the dog. His name is Sparky. We also play Poker, or I 

watch my family members play when I don’t want to play. 
My grandma always quits because she gets bored or she’s 
losing really badly,” Robbins said.

Sometimes, Asian cuisine is the best way to celebrate.
“Like all Americans, we celebrate Thanksgiving. We 

do almost the same exact thing; we just eat a little bit 
different food. My mom throws in Asian dishes because 
you know that we are Asian. We stay close to American 
cultures other than we have egg rolls at our Thanksgiving 
opposed to what the normal American has,” sophomore 
Marissa Addison said.

Spending Thanksgiving with friends can be fun, too.
“Every year my family celebrates Thanksgiving at my 

house, and we eat usually by ourselves. This year, how-
ever, we are probably 
going to my friend’s 
house, Abby Stuber, to 
celebrate Thanksgiv-
ing along with some 
of  our other friends,” 
Addison said.

Home goods is stocked and ready for the Holiday Season. Their Black 
Friday sales will begin in store on Nov. 29 at 7 a.m. but will not be 
open Thanksgiving night. Anna Cruser photos


